BBC LEARNING ENGLISH
Q and A of the Week RMEE BlELC

ENGLISH

Say, speak, talk, tell “¥i” A[F 2

o KFEIHIAIE:
A FFF HIEFFG e KRG AT FERH EBRA . G5 FEF T 77 H 1 H T2
o GEEE: TN LETR

Feifei

KEUF, WA BBC JoiB ) (R 3RED) T H, FRLIETE. XA
R AL TEAE 2 S Il 258 0] (715 B o ASHATT B 18125 17 a2 O -1 H X i fd
FAEH = RIS BIE,  PAATTSE SR T IX AN )

Question
I’'m Lisa, from Zhuhai, China. Could you please tell me the differences between ‘say’, ‘speak’,
‘talk’ and ‘tell”?

Feifei

K H IR Lisa ZEENTES)1A] say. speak. talk fll tell Z [A] X B 244 . R KK
XX PYAS AN AR, E A H A0 B N Z AT B A =4 kAl EAT e ? A2
WimTHE, JATCR BAR TR EATZ B X )

FAVACZ PYA G 2 P2 : say and tell 1 talk and speak, X432 iR R 2 A — 2
HRRANRIE N EEAEES,

KEARFNIE, #hidl say FIEER “UiE” , Mahid el HEEE “HIREAGER”
Ee R AT AT BL s -

Example
Tell me about your holiday.

25 IR BEAR S A FE T .

Feifei

“Tell me about your holiday.” XH A “tell me” KiFM A& IFHRANT—AMEMH, ArLAA
AETL s

Example
Say about your holiday.
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Feifei
{HAFRATT LA “talk about your holiday” BY “speak about your holiday”

FEAE IR tell (e, & Ja T KA N2 “ B JE BRI —J57 o R pi ol
Ao

Examples
| told you he would let you down.

YR Rt 2 LR R B

She told her mother she passed all her exams.

RSN (U T O (LR R e oYl e e

Feifei

{EAEAE FH B0 say RO, i n] DLELIRER BRI SA. than:

Examples
| said he would let you down.

VR Rt 2 LR R B

She said to her mother she passed all her exams.

RS NN LU EYEY (B RO A e v I 7.

Feifei

fE LA, “She said to her mother she passed all her exams” ,  “said” 5 [Hi R
ENM “to” o KEFEILEMZ: you say something TO someone, but you tell
someone something.

AL TE H ARG F, 3 “She told her mother she passed all her exams” %Lt “She said
to her mother she passed all her exams” ¥ H4R. TEWT N IHIX M G)E, VRUWEAFIEA 300
=]

FEXT ) ?

Examples
She said hello to her mother.

She told her mother hello.

Feifei
LRI AN 1% A2 “She said hello to her mother” , KN 5 AFTHEREZEFRATH T30
“Rik. KR BIFEE, FTLIARE “tell HiF” — DN ANRANITEFABITHIE, MN1Z2

“say hello” .
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IR say F tell #EFT AR AE 425 TR A 5] 7 5L, HLln: “Martin said he was in a hurry”
8 “Martin told me he was in a hurry” ; #ECEAZTIE R LASE:  “Martin said: ''min a
hurry!"” 83 “Martin told me: 'I'm in a hurry!"”

i‘%ﬁéﬁﬂ‘]ﬁﬂ@ﬁﬁ say and tell [ —28HEH AT, B, 30 tell ifRIRR “a4,
Wy ARt F A

Examples
The teacher told me to write an essay on birds.

ZIMERE — Rk T B ICE,

Tell me what to do!

YRR E A

Feifei

Tell it m] DAL “HiE, H” KRR,

Examples
| can tell if she’s pleased.

b, AR AR K.

How do you tell if a cake is ready?

WEREA REFE EAL AL 17

Feifei
Z)Jﬂ say WEIFEA —S AN B N NFEE, ki, say o PARIE “YCNBHERE” FIEE.
i W P A8

Examples
| say we should move to the countryside this year.

HARAFENTSFENIZIRE 2 T LA

They say it’s best to get eight hours sleep.

AT B B B ORAE ) \ /NI B

Feifei

T AR talk and speak. XP/MAFHLIANR 2, #H A “HRiL” MER.

Examples
We need to sit down and talk about this.

We need to sit down and speak about this.
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Feifei

TP A) I E A CRAMBAR T IRIRXAFE 77, (HENZEE X g2 5§
1] speak FH7E _ETH X MEEH L talk about W15 B PR L, i W T 11 193X AN #)
speak PRI H ™ R 1 AE X AN H) R B R

Example
| need to speak to Michael about his timekeeping.

AT EA Michael TR A F I ]2 o

Feifei
X “speak to” M7 iE AXTE 58 /R FIASFERAT RANE R, FEEX T XAMT M #E
¥

Speak A MRLE VL ? HIATAERIE “P—T4ME” B, winT LAEH 310 speak, Eban
“PIITE speak English” o 1EHT—MpA).

Example
| can speak English, a little French, and some Japanese...

WU, BIE2— AR HiE,

Feifei

Eribz 4h, speak N4 1 23 speaking i i] AR —SL i iEFEBCAE R . W5 A) .

Examples
Generally speaking, the verbs ‘speak’ and ‘talk’ are used in similar ways.

JHEHESRYE, 21 speak A1 talk HFHIEAL.

Strictly speaking, you should send it back to the factory.

FeRg YL, PRBOZICERRIR] 4.

Feifei
BT A1 to RANX PN IR $ERCE H , to JE R EE, il 5 /1A about KA%
R WRINHE.

Example
I’'m going to talk to Fan about the new timeline.

FEM Fan R — IR 58T A1 AT SIS

Feifei

Talk to Fan about something. it , AT Z AR T3 LUl ili 2 s &, Rk
Al LLA WA to SR HIRIE
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Example
He’s talking about the new price plan on Tuesday.

AleREFE F — DR SR IR TRl

Feifei

FATE R LLH with A J LA BAEBCE . 5614 .

Examples
Jorge speaks English with a Spanish accent.

Jorge Ut S i (1) I g A PUEE S 11 o

| talked with my team and we all agree: we’re happy to take on the new contract.

FANF A FBANGL 1, AT B B & 1A

Feifei
BARTRATE S 7 X VUANERE B vk, (H=2 talk AT A kA H . 150 )
f,

Example
| gave a talk about the US economy.

XS R E 2T T — A

Feifei

FIREH, M say BT LUE 44, e IR LR ?

Examples
| want to have my say on this.

AR EARE SRR,

The boss always has the final say.

R AN IER .

Feifei

U7, AERATRE B S — T AR LR Ul BRI TR, REER AR
W, 222 ANATTR AT EEAN A B S A EAT . RN, B3 Sk B 0 3l
RAEBCALE A, DAAA 2618 NS AN 5 1m] i) HAR R R ot SRR AE S35 25 >) IS Al 21 5 i)
MODAIRATEL R« FRATHIMEFE & questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk, WA PUEILRii#H “BBC
JEACE” SRATBASECR . BOGT, IZEIEIE. PO HE !
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