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Beth
Hello and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week. I'm Beth.

Jiaying
Pt hmE . JAIr— TAMA A E R, A w4 U O B R BE k. 1]
AU R :

Question
PRUF, BEesian 776 “s” iR —fMER, ARFE ARELY, mek

“mean” A “means” , &f “premise” F1 “premises” .

Beth
Thank you for your questions! It's most common to add an -s to the end of a verb
to form third person singular, like 'eat' and 'eats".

Jiaying

%% 1 Beth Ui EIRILEARR 7> BRI AL SE = NAR A, fEid B BE “s” i, &
MMAEIIE LRSI “s” , EHANEH. . $iE “tree” KIEH “trees” .
XH, ARG EBRA R EAERAERIE S “s” 2 L.

Beth

Yes. Even if it seems like some words have completely different meanings with and
without -s, such as 'mean' and 'means’, there is usually still a connection between
the two words.

Jiaying
HEHOLT, ERPERIEREN “s” Ja, BRI SURERL, HENERE A R
i
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Beth

Let's look at an example - 'wood' and 'woods'. The singular uncountable noun,
'wood', is a natural material that comes from a tree and is used to build or make
things, like tables and chairs.

Jiaying
e, “wood” f8 “AL” , FEREML “s” J5 “woods” & “HAK” , i
“ LR OB R RO X

Beth
So, you can see the connection here between the material, 'wood', and a group of
trees, 'woods'.

A similar example is 'time' and 'times'. They are both related to 'when'.

Jiaying

B “Time” fif “WflE, WHE A7, b “s” J5, MR “FEFRERRE .
“Time” 1 “times” HJEEAR, HEAMMILEF L ERNEAE K. R — M T
“times (XHD 7 HIFIA].

Example
| have been to Spain three times.

(PR R FE =0 D

Beth
So, again, 'time' and 'times' seem to have a different meaning but they both have
a connection to 'when'.

So, Jiaying, we know there are words with or without -s that seem different but do
have a connection in meaning.

Jiaying
), I T EEEM ‘s, BERAESCE B BT CEE .

PR S — KA. EGEIET, —RREE RAREE P S, EHS AR,
YARA “[RE RS SGA”

Beth
OK. Let's look at an example of that now, with 'premise’ and 'premises'.

Jiaying
HAy “premise” 18 “fRE, HIIE” o 1EWrBIA],
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Example
All investigations within the company were based on the premise that men and
women are treated equally.

(L) P BT R B4 DA B 4 P45 TR )

Jiaying
& “premise” i “s” , UMK T HIEE “premises (52 EHM) bk, Elkg
ﬁﬁ) ”

Beth
And, it's worth noting that its singular form is '‘premise’. But, in everyday English,
'‘premises’, with an -s, is always used. Have a listen to this example.

Example
The New Year party has been held at the same premises for about ten years.

RSO TEAER Mt Ir. D

Beth
And a similar example can be seen with 'good' and 'goods'".

Jiaying
e, KREZBHCEEY S HPAZIEE, “good” fEAIM MEER “UFi, 2 Nk

iLE' E,(J ”»
Py o

“Good” fE&A M E “s” J54 “Fidn, ¥, FAAMF=” . BHIR “goods” MHEL
B2 “good” , {H “good” WA T H 7, WA NERLRS, FEAELH
“goods” ﬂé%%i_\. “ﬁ:ﬁp‘]zll:], I,;'Epllzll:l” R

Beth
That's right. Listen to this example.

Example
Countries want to import high-quality goods for a low price.

(% [ 7 82 DU sy B R e )

Jiaying
TEUT ARATT T in) @A 32 2] 7 ] “mean” 1 “means”

“Mean” 1ECZIAE “ZIHER” =E. Ein: A bully is mean. (G A\ SE4R %17
1. O EZhEIEE,  “mean” Fon “HFEVMEEZ..” B “BEWE...” .
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Beth
But, 'means’ with an -s can be used to talk about the way something is done, often
in the structure 'as a means of".

Jiaying
£ “mean” JGIHIMN “s” , BT “means” , 8 “MUEAFFEHENTE. FBR .
LGB

Example
Some deaf people use sign language as a means of communication.

(e N FEFE R T D

Beth

So, sometimes words appear to change their meaning when they're followed by an
-s. But often there is a connection between them and sometimes they just look
and sound the same, but have a different meaning.

Jiaying
GF 7, G P AL T ARAR I ) . Ay B FATR UG A, KRS BRI N s
Ja, HEREWARE T ERANLRE.

AR S [ FATTH 1) o VR AT DU IS AT K 5 “BBC SeiB 25 AORARIY ),
AT DK ) 81 1% % questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

Bye, everyonel!

Beth
Bye!
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