BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Libraries B3

Jo: Hello, I'm Jo and you're listening to Ask About Britain from BBC
Learning English, where we try to answer your questions about the
British and Britain.

Sun Chen: Hi I'm Sun Chen 4~ RIATE RN BT IEH:, SR EX)RA

Jo: They emailed us and said they want to know more about libraries in
Britain. A library.

Sun Chen: B30 &1 BB ERIEAR #02 i MBSO 28 Bh i) fa 2% B 1o . RS AR LA
fE A CPTERI T, T M 151E . So what do they use them for
Jo?

Jo: Well the main and perhaps most traditional use of a library is to
borrow books. You can take out books to read for free. To borrow.

Sun Chen: 5. JABKEVT YT Roy Clare /2B AL TANINAM . T isi b, &
I MR A B ] [ R B AT

Jo: He told the BBC that libraries these days do much more than lend
books. To lend. Libraries lend books, we borrow the books.

Sun Chen: Lend & — &AL, borrow 5314 .
Insert

Books are hugely important, fundamental to public libraries; but there's an awful
lot else going on. You've got people finding jobs, there are people who read
newspapers — there are others who bring their kids in for homework clubs and so
forth.

Jo: Roy said books are fundamental to public libraries.
Sun Chen:  RKEZ, HERR 7 HEELSL, EBEEHE T/EEARZ .

Jo: An awful lot — very very much. An awful lot else, in addition to
books, going on — happening. People are finding jobs, reading
newspapers and some people bring their kids in for homework clubs.
Kids is another word for children.

Sun Chen:  Roy & TiXAFEM—AMEIE and so forth, 12 9B ol “ @ anthds”
and so on 53 4h—FhRix T K.
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Jo:

Insert

We also spoke to a few people on the streets to find out what they
use their local libraries for.

- Mainly for studying, so research.

- | take my children to them. | would let them choose books and just sit there
for maybe the afternoon.

- | have used it before for the internet.

Sun Chen:

Jo:

Sun Chen:

Jo:

Sun Chen:

Jo:
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Today on BBC Learning English we are answering Quan Zi's question
in Ask About Britain about libraries.
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Listen to this from the BBC's “You and Yours” programme.

The report confirms recent claims that library funding is down. Income from all
sources to libraries across the UK will have fallen by ten percent at the end of this

financial year.

Jo:

Sun Chen:

Jo:

Sun Chen:

Jo:

Sun Chen:
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So library funding is down. Funding.

W BERRAE D it's down. kA4 T 58 G 2N EBCE DR T 10%.
The financial year.
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Roy Clare thinks these problems should send a message to people

that they need to join their libraries and use them, or risk losing
them. To risk.

LHE. RPN A S AL XL N, A8 HX LA SL IR BT,
WA ARAFAET

I think the big message is that people need to join and use their public libraries or
risk losing them.

Jo:

And it seems that the people we asked are very pleased with their
local libraries.
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Insert

- Very useful, yeah. A good source of information.

- The service in the City of London is very good but | wish it was open for longer at
weekends.

- 1 like the online service because when your book is going to be expired you can
renew it on the web. | think that's very convenient.

Jo: So people think the libraries are useful and a good source of
information.

Sun Chen:  E—/A#fE BREHTT .
Jo: They're convenient — when your books are about to expire...
sun Chen:  EIMl. KAV LUMEIB TS R — BN . (SIS0 %, fRitizkaas.

Jo: To renew. But one man wishes they were open for longer at
weekends.

Sun Chen: W, P2 AE R EYERI TR Rk, EANe e Eim s
IR 41 5 R

Jo: So we hope that has helped to give you some more information
about British libraries Quan Zi. Don't forget, you can email us your
questions about Britain at chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

Sun Chen:  FRiEA] LU L B REIRATTIRI 5, i) 5 2 (K92 ] o) B 25 FRATTIK P hk S
www.bbcchina.com.cn. AT H 5!

Jo: Bye.

Glossary

to borrow ik fundamental % XHE
and so forth %545, &Nt research #ff5%
funding %8, ik financial year B
to risk HE a source K/ TEI

to expire {ER/3|I to renew Zif
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