BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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John: If you want to know about all things British you’ve come to the
right place!
Feifei: Yes, that’s right. This is Ask About Britain from BBC Learning English.
John: I’m John.
Feifei: And I'm Feifei. A REATHXA ] BOR A Az 75 5B 90l ) 2 af

77 FRATT R W T A )
Insert

I've heard about many interesting English names in my dictionary’s appendix. But
there’s nothing about English surnames. I've been looking for such a thing for a
long time. Now I'd like to ask you where English surnames come from and what
do they mean?

John: Well Feifei it’s quite a big subject, as there are literally millions of
English surnames all over the U.K., not to mention those from
Scotland, Wales, and the surnames from Northern Ireland!

Feifei: OK, well let's try anyway!

John: There are four different groups of British surnames.

Feifei: OK. Je[E NHIZE IR KA AU RR, BRI IS A 1A RR, 1y HIX L85
FIAZFRITE SR ERIR E 2%, What are the groups called John?

John: The first group are patronymic and matronymic surnames.

Feifei: AL A B R SE 2 AT 4T patronymic surnames. M BREZEGERE R
A2 #4814 14 7 matronymic surnames.

John: And the second group is called occupational surnames.

Feifei: K A AH ST A A IY AR B R 2

John: Descriptive surnames.

Feifei: I P U G
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John: And the fourth group is called geographical or local surnames.

Feifei: MALSRELRESR IR 44 FAT AR HA IR 48 -0 02 N R L A 1ok, B IE N BIEAL
BFRII 4 7. Sk BAHZE T RN B B e I 2k IG, B4 ST SR B TH4H
S TAEMNERINE, their job or trade. #i&E Lk G2 LRT ISR RN A
SNEFIE) 47 the physical features of an individual. 84 &5 2
G - HOBE ARG, el TR — A TAEM AT TAERI X, & i 4
A NFTAERIRTT 2 Bl FE R 44 7 A i AR AR 2 G

John: Yes, this is BBC Learning English. Today we’re finding out about
surnames. We chose one town in Britain to find out about some of
the names there. Which are the most common names found there,
and why are certain surnames more popular than elsewhere.

Feifei: The BBC reported from Dudley recently about the surnames there.
AT Y 2] K2 1 Bob Huckenhall 773K Midlands Today X4
4 H, Bob X} Bloomer XAk G HUE ],

Insert

Welcome to Dudley, where I've already been doing a bit of research of my own,
and the top five surnames I've found out are Hill, Bradley, Cartwright,
Whitehouse and Parkes. But Bloomers are what | am interested in today. Did you
know there are more people in Dudley with that surname than anywhere else in
Britain? We British are meant to be to be increasingly mobile, but many of the
Bloomers appear to have stayed put. Their name means an ironworker who ran
liquid metal into moulds. So clearly they played a great part in the country’s great
industrial past. | think I’d like to meet a Bloomer!

John: Bob Huckenhall from BBC Midlands Today. He found out about the
top five surnames in the town of Dudley.

Feifei: The top five surnames & WA HA K.

John: But Bob was particularly interested in the surname Bloomer.

Feifei: That’s an occupational surname isn’t it?

John: Yes, you’'re right.

Feifei: So what did it mean?

John: Bob said the name Bloomer means an ironworker who ran liquid

metal into moulds.

Feifei: AR — MM G, AR — M8 TN an ironworker B4
4 )& liquid metal, BIAFLTH moulds iXFE—ATAE, W2 3ATH WA
BT T RA S R BT A AL AT . Now, John, can you tell
us what some of the most well-known surnames are in Britain?

John: Well here are the five most famous in Britain. At number five we
have Brown. At number four we have Taylor. At number three
Williams. At number two we have Jones. But can you guess which
is the most popular name in Britain, Feifei?

Feifei: Perhaps it’'s Wilson.
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John: No, you are completely wrong. It’'s Smith!

Feifei: KK AT LI T 1 2% 7 %, email us at chinaelt@bbc.co.uk
John: Bye for now.
Feifei: Bye.
Glossary
surname Z K patronymic MR BZBRXFMEZ BATE
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occupational HV[K) descriptive #iR¥EK
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