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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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London Marathon #3852
Insert

Chunxiu Zhou of China storming to the finish line. She’s opened up a huge gap in
the last 2 or 3 miles. It's victory for China. Zhou Chunxiu wins this year’s London
Marathon.

Neil: Can you imagine running that far, Jean?

Jean: How far?

Neil: 26 miles and 385 yards.

Jean: 26 il 385 55T 42 AL 195 K.

Neil: That’s the distance of a marathon. Marathon.

Jean: kA . Marathon. Oh, that sounds impossible!

Neil: Well, over 36 thousand people disagree with you. That’'s how many

people took part in this year’s London Marathon.

Jean: SE—IAH 3 6 TAS I T ARG B Hikk .

Neil: And for the first time ever, this year it was won by a Chinese
athlete.

Jean: AR FE RIS b b U — A7 P R 38 5 53 75 4715 1 il %

Neil: Welcome to BBC Learning English, I’'m Neil.

Jean: RFEUF, BAATEE.

Neil: In today’s programme we’ll be hearing all about the 2007 London

Marathon, won by China’s Chunxiu Zhou.

Jean: Neil RGP SR P 4520, W% AR5 .
Neil: Yes, but be careful, because when British people say Chinese

names, it often sounds very different to the proper Chinese
pronunciation.
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Jean: R 25 [ N AE U N AL 7 R I i e A0 R S A 2R AROR, W B AR AR
s A TR SR

Insert

It's great. Great atmosphere, great crowd. Tough run but I got across the line, so
mission accomplished.

Very difficult today. It was very hot and humid and it was very crowded for some
unknown reason today, | don’t know why. But I think it is, I'm getting older and
I’'m slowing down so | come up with an excuse now.

Really, really hot out there — pretty hot honestly — and there’s very little shade
actually on the course. So if you ran in the shade it makes a massive difference
but there’s hardly any out there so ducking and diving trying to get into a little bit
of shadow here and there.

Neil: Those are some of the runners who took part in the race. There was
a great atmosphere.

Jean: 7. Atmosphere. Why is there such a great atmosphere?
Neil: Because thousands of people line the streets to support the athletes

and the fun runners.
Jean: Fun runners?

Neil: Yes, although the London marathon is a race for serious athletes,
it’s just as famous for being a charity event.

Jean: ARG FC PR R I & [ B IS ) D AR 36 R, A I — 4 — B LU
KA S T RS S o

Neil: Thousands get sponsorship money. It means people pay the fun
runners money for doing the marathon — then the money is donated
to a charity.

Jean: AT R TR B SR AR N, T IR SRR YRR e 4G — Le 28 B W LA 1Y)

Neil: Often they dress up in a silly costume, such as an animal, to get

more attention. That’s why they’re called ‘fun runners’.
Jean: But it sounds like it was really hot this year.

Neil: Yes, it was one of the hottest years in the history of the marathon.
Listen again:

Insert
Very difficult today. It was very hot and humid and it was very crowded for some

unknown reason today, | don’t know why. But I think it is, I'm getting older and
I'm slowing down so | come up with an excuse now.
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Really, really hot out there — pretty hot honestly — and there’s very little shade
actually on the course. So if you ran in the shade it makes a massive difference
but there’s hardly any out there so ducking and diving trying to get into a little bit
of shadow here and there.

Neil: There was very little shade.

Jean: M1 shade.

Neil: He tried to duck into the shade. To duck into somewhere.
Jean: B AT .

Insert

And this is a very, very strong athlete. This will be an athlete who will be one of
the favourites at the World Championships and undoubtedly at Beijing in the
Olympic Games. She’s come here to London and for the first time wins a big city
marathon outside of Asia. Chunxiu Zhou of China storming to the finish line. She’s
opened up a huge gap in the last 2 or 3 miles. It’s victory for China. Zhou
Chunxiu wins this year’s London Marathon.

Neil: Of course, they’re talking about Chunxiu Zhou, the first ever
Chinese athlete to win the London Marathon. They say she’ll be one
of the favourites to win the World Championships and the Olympics
in Beijing. One of the favourites.

Jean: MM ANIEZ —. One of the favourites.

Neil: She was storming to the finish line.

Jean: M2 5 2 storming to the finish line.

Neil: Well, good luck to her in the future. That's all we have time for

today. If you want more help with your English, go to our website
at www.bbcchina.com.cn or send us an email at
chinaelt@bbc.co.uk. Bye.

Jean: Byel
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