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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Chick Flicks &M

Jo: Today on BBC Learning English we'll be telling you about a certain

kind of film that's very popular.

Chen Li: Ooh! 3%, JAEAREIGHR, W KR AT URIE R TR A DI ? e A2
We? Jo?
Jo: There's always more on BBC Learning English Chen Li — yes we'll

also be teaching you a popular film expression - it's just too

exciting!

Chen Li: WA, EAFL AT AW ?

Jo: The film expression we're talking a lot about today is chick... flick.
Chick flick.

Chen Li: Chick flick. Can you explain that for us Jo?

Jo: Well chick c-h-i-c-k chick is literally a baby bird.

Chen Li: AN, AHSE, R, IS b E R AR ? Jo K METE ?

Jo: Yes chick is a slang word for woman. But you have to be

careful how you use it because it might be offensive.

Chen Li: Offensive. XMl W] REWTEEKATEEAALT, (Hig, FATMIHHZH W ST
XA, (HJ2, chick flick XANXIAERA XM R . So what does
flick mean then?

Jo: Well flick is an informal word for movie or film.

Chen Li: So chick flick means woman's film?
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Jo: Well kind of. Let's ask a chick flick expert shall we? We spoke to
Samantha Cook who has written a book about chick flicks and she
told us exactly what the expression means.

Insert

Well | think at its simplest a chick flick is basically a movie with a woman or a
group of women at its centre who are driving the action and there's a female
point of view. And the chick flick will always focus on a credible complex woman
or group of women that we can recognise and relate to and also really
importantly the thing about chick flicks is that they push feelings and emotions to
the forefront.

Jo: So at its simplest...
Chen Li: A chick flick & 5 MRS B0Z — B LA — N E LA et g o A i Esg
Jo: So it's a film with a woman or women at its centre — it's about a

woman or group of women. And it's the woman or women who is

driving the action.

Chen Li: FEIRRHE e, LV OHES R A g, L, DU Aok A
i) L o
Jo: A point of view. The film shows the woman's or the female point of

view. A chick flick will always focus on a credible complex woman.

To focus on.
Chen Li: Rk, fEP . Chick flicks S8 ML ST SR A
Jo: Credible. And complex.
Chen Li: R, SSAR T SRR R AT T B A SRR R
Jo: To relate to something. Women we can relate to. And another

important thing about chick flicks is that they push feelings and

emotions to the forefront. To push something to the forefront.

Chen Li: W SR BT dy, k2 fE A L Chick flicks e 2K AR B3tk .
Jo: So does that help you to understand the expression chick flick?
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Chen Li: FALRANE T, a chick flick i —FExt L E AR, W NI ST
LN e, 95 RS B << DUMSALA— D3RR >> fi<<
W i=>>,

Jo: That’s exactly it Chen Li, or maybe a love story like “Dirty
Dancing”, or a women’s comedy like “Bridget Jones’ Diary”.

Chen Li: I see. | love those films!

Jo: Me too. Anyway, let's just go over some of that vocabulary again.

Jo and Chen Li: a chick flick 5% simple — at its simplest fij ., — fijili52 a
point of view Y i to focus on £ B, credible FI{FH, THEH

complex 7%, [ to relate to something {534k, to push
something to the forefront 5 iR HETH, Wi & AT,

Insert

Well | think at its simplest a chick flick is basically a movie with a woman or a
group of women at its centre who are driving the action and there's a female
point of view. And the chick flick will always focus on a credible complex woman
or group of women that we can recognise and relate to and also really
importantly the thing about chick flicks is that they push feelings and emotions to
the forefront.

Jo: Today on BBC Learning English we're talking about chick flicks and

we've learnt so far that a chick flick is a film about a woman, or

women.
Chen Li: FEH, ARSI T S R MR I L
Jo: Here's BBC radio presenter Sheila McClennan. She tells us what

most British people think when they hear the expression “chick

flick”. She says it conjures up images of romantic comedies — to

conjure up.
Chen Li: AR, ARSI —ANBER
Jo: To conjure up an image. And romantic comedy.
Chen Li: IRHEIRIE B, A HER 2 B bR BB R T 2 .
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Jo: Feel good factor. Romantic comedies have the feel good factor but

by definition they are lacking in substance.

Chen Li: By definition #Effitthii, AbATHZ SLFR N .

Jo: To lack in substance. To be unimportant or not serious. Here's
Sheila.

Insert

The term chick flick is often used to conjure up images of romantic comedies with
plenty of feel good factor but by definition lacking in substance. All too often such
films are dismissed by critics as thin and frothy...

Jo: So all too often chick flicks are dismissed by critics.
Chen Li: All too often. &1, HFEZIFE NEHX chick flicks X ZEHLFEANE — il
Jo: To dismiss something as something. Chick flicks are dismissed by

critics — film critics.

Chen Li: Wt 2 HRE VR
Jo: They are dismissed by film critics as thin and frothy.
Chen Li: Thin B, XE 2 U A RN, frothy 7SR 2K, i

Yokk, X H, BEUEIEM. chick flicks HUZARTIA N AR, =

PR HL R
Jo: Frothy.
Chen Li: fHJE, chick flicks — MARIR 23 ) i VAR St A G AL SR BRI, —AN

Wg? M4, chick flick &A™l 8152  Jo?

Jo: Well, we asked writer and chick flick expert Samantha Cook if she
thought chick flicks could be serious.

Insert

Absolutely — | mean there's a lot of death, disease, loss, sadness — chick flicks do

not have to be romantic comedies. And like any movie, a chick flick or women's
movie allows us to work through some of the really big emotions.

Chen Li: H4—2 chick flicks Hi 5 [AFEALFE— L LU A ™ IR 6 8, - EE A
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Jo: Disease. And loss.

Chen Li: 1%k, Chick flicks ih-FATIAL: — L8 N ARG & IXLE R AL, 8
Ly RARENALHWEXLEE R ? YA U] R X L 52 W 2

Jo: Well, Nigel Floyd is a film critic and he gives us the male point of
view on chick flicks and why men might not like them so much. He
says men find it difficult to understand why women do certain
things — for example why women eat chocolate as a source of
solace. A source of solace.

Chen Li: ‘2o Nigel U5 ANA IR MRMERE, nid, L AIZI55e ok T3k %

B, — el )72 a source of solace.

Jo: I can’t see anything wrong with that — can you Chen Li?
Chen Li: I don’t think so really, because sometimes | eat chocolate.
Jo: He also thinks men find women's interest in shoes a little strange.

He talks about women seeing shoes as a religion or a drug.

Chen Li: AT TBEWE L NAV TR Ak 5 o S BRI 2, it i, L AT TR I e AR
VOB AR, DI . BeE i, ST BT, on ey, 1ithnz
T RIS

Jo: And the third problem men have understanding chick flicks is

understanding women's obsessions with stick thin rivals in love. An

obsession.
Chen Li: ETJERA . And stick thin H&lLE,
Jo: Stick thin. And in particular a stick thin love rival. A rival.
Chen Li: X} T, 1E#. Here's Nigel.

Insert

There is a problem | think for men and a couple of them are: chocolate as a
source of solace is always a problem | think, shoes as a religion or drug and stick
thin rivals in love.
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Jo: Let's just have another look at some of the language we learnt
there.

Jo and Chen Li: To conjure up an image ¥ 5 —FE L EEE]—2, a romantic
comedy JRiE =, the feel good factor #4246 % lacking in substance
Bz 9:brN %S, to dismiss something as something — to dismiss a film
as frothy ANJE—Jii, /NG, 2 frothy 7 B2 2 Hikr, XHEZES
T, BN solace %, stick-thin HIE W4, a love rival

L
Chen Li: W4, AR NE chick flicks 5 1 55 A TEAN =X 2
Jo: Well we went out onto the streets of Britain to find out what people

really think about chick flicks. First, let's see what the men think.

Insert
They're terrible 1 hate them. No thank you. They're designed for women not men.

I have no interest in them.
I quite enjoy them - Men kind of enjoy them as light entertainment.

I really like them — I think that it's wrong to call them chick flicks in fact because

I think men should be able to enjoy them too — | like the fact that they're very
frivolous.

Jo: So some men don't like them but some men do.

Chen Li: e, B RS, AR AU ERG R, W, AT

XA L T A L B .
Jo: One man thinks they're designed for women so why should he like
them? Another man he had no interest in them. To have no interest

in something.

Chen Li: ARG, (HIE, R SR ENCE XK, N Chick flicks — 5 #l
(ERENGE 74
Jo: Light entertainment. And another man liked the fact that they were

very frivolous.

Chen Li: B, IBA, WA S AEWE?

WORLD
SERVICE

bbecchina.com.cn




Jo: Yes what about the women? Do they like chick flicks?

Insert
Yeah, it depends what kind of film it is, but I think they are enjoyable if you can
intersperse them with more serious films, | think.

A bit frothy — a bit of a waste of time really.

Jo: So one woman thinks they are enjoyable if you can intersperse

them with more serious films. To intersperse.

Chen Li: M, 2%, fhFIFEIN S, chick flick SXFPEEUI R, R R—AS IR .
Jo: But the last woman there really doesn't like them — she used the

word frothy again and said they were a bit of a waste of time.

Chen Li: TR BRI TA], T T ERAT T P — e FH 2 ) ] i R ek

Jo and Chen Li: To have no interest in something AE%iH#, light entertainment 4%
FAMIER SR, frivolous ¥R MK, fEHL1, to intersperse :i%%, a waste of
time R RIS

Jo: So do you like chick flicks Chen Li?

Chen Li: Whatever they say, as a woman, | do like watching chick flicks.

What about you Jo?
Jo: I do like them — some are better than others but whether they
cover serious topics or not they are usually very entertaining. And |

hope we've entertained you on today's BBC Learning English

programme.
Chen Li: ARETHBMEZ T, AT R
Jo: Bye for now!
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