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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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The Simpsons  (CEE#A& %)

Vicki: Hi, and welcome to BBC Learning English. I'm Vicki.
Chen Li: A BRI .

Vicki: In today’s programme, we’re finding out about a very famous

animated TV programme, from the USA, The Simpsons.
Chen Li:  Animated i), XA —ANJLETTH ™ Vicki?

Vicki: Well not really, but children do like it as well as adults. It’s been said
that Matt Groening, who created the show, changed our idea of

family entertainment.
Chen Li: B T KBRS

Vicki: During the 1980s, cartoons were thought of as children’s
programmes, but The Simpsons showed that cartoons could appeal

to adults too.

Chen Li: Cartoons il Jro XA H RG] T EZFFEEN, FATRYIT-RiE )
W) U aE R,

Vicki: This is Mark Lawson from BBC Front Row.

Insert

Groening, a magazine illustrator, created the family. He scribbled some figures
with distinctive hairdos and gave them the names of his parents and siblings.
Clumsy, lazy Homer and optimistic Marge, and their children, slacker Bart, do-
gooder Lisa and dummy-sucking Maggie.

Chen Li: Matt Groening JsUk & /> A% 4 P 1 5%
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Vicki: A magazine illustrator.

Chen Li:  flfR s 7 AV S .

Vicki: He scribbled down some figures.

Chen Li:  To scribble Fis i H — e8]

Vicki: The figures had distinctive hair-dos.

Chen Li:  AWIHIRIYHRARMAES, O TX— mid% FRIA TR 25 2 1) A &
Vicki: And he named them after his parents and siblings.

Chen Li:  Siblings JU#sk. BOR, &k - FEZL Matt's AKX AL Farsal, M
DS ARG A — K LA RIS PERFAE e ?

Vicki: Homer is lazy and clumsy.

Chen Li: Lazy fiitErI, clumsy &4t

Vicki: Marge is optimistic.

Chen Li:  Optimistic 5<UIK .

Vicki: Bart is a slacker.

Chen Li: A slacker ffi%, fiihi.

Vicki: Lisa is a do-gooder.

Chen Li: Do-gooder X & METERIL, LRI ERMErS, HXAVIEG LRI
Vicki: And there’s a baby, Maggie, who always sucks a dummy.

Chen Li: A dummy @,

Insert

Clumsy, lazy Homer and optimistic Marge, and their children, slacker Bart, do-
gooder Lisa and dummy-sucking Maggie.
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Vicki:

Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Insert

The Simpsons is very popular in the UK and the USA — it’s been going
for 20 years and has just celebrated its 400th episode!

HE, L 20 4F—3: 400 £, —wAIEE RN T A, XA H U LA
HLWE?

Well, people like The Simpsons because it’'s funny. Even though it's a
cartoon, it makes comments about real-life family life in small town

America.

Small town America EEARX — /M.

It's set in a town called Springfield — there are many real towns
called Springfield in the USA, and in Britain! The series features lots
of different characters besides the family, and Matt Groening says

that this was his intention right from the start.

Intention =& .

The Simpsons from the very beginning were designed to be a family sit-com that
was going to go on for quite a while. That was my intention from the very
beginning. | had this idea — wouldn’t it be great to populate an entire small town,
not just the family, but all the other people and the institutions of a small town,
and then just go anywhere we wanted.

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:

SERVICE

He describes the show as a family sit-com. Sit-com is short for

situation comedy.
Sit-com 1H 5l

And because he always thought it would be a long term show, he

wanted to populate the whole town.
To populate ZHfE [, 72X HLARRE AN IR A A (0 R .

So the episodes don’t just take place in the family’s house, but at

school, work, in the shops and so on.

DU B vt 78N, PRk, R 50T DLEARATTA 2 AT by
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Insert

The Simpsons from the very beginning were designed to be a family sit-com that
was going to go on for quite a while. That was my intention from the very
beginning. | had this idea — wouldn’t it be great to populate an entire small town,
not just the family, but all the other people and the institutions of a small town,
and then just go anywhere we wanted.

Vicki: In the programme today, we’re looking at the animated TV show The

Simpsons, which has just celebrated 400 episodes and 20 years!
Chen Li:  FRATATBL T il 5 247 S NP Y FR) 15 190 el 2

Vicki: Yes, one very notable thing about The Simpsons is the characters are

bright yellow!
Chen Li:  XEAYHGE R OH, AiAale?

Vicki: Well, one reason is so that the characters in The Simpsons were not

of any particular racial background.
Chen Li: AT A EAMTFIET 5.
Vicki: Matt said that he didn’t want Caucasian pink flesh tone.
Chen Li: Caucasian [ Aff, flesh tone k.

Vicki: And there’s another reason for them being yellow too — listen and see

if you can hear it.

Insert

I did not want to have that Caucasian pink that passes for fleshtone in cartoons.
The animators presented me with a vast array of pinkish hues, depicting these
characters and | said no no, is there something else? How about Yellow — nothing
looks like that — that’s fantastic! And the other secret reason for doing it that way
- if the characters are yellow, whenever you’re tuning around with your remote
control, and you see a flash of yellow, you know you’ve hit The Simpsons.

Vicki: Nothing else looks like the Simpsons!

Chen Li:  Matt JiPUMBATIAT AL LR HEIB R AR R G AR, Bril, IR A s
BEZEHIE, — HARG SRS O ANRATER 2 (& K) T.

ElB]C]
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Insert

How about Yellow — nothing looks like that — that’s fantastic! And the other secret
reason for doing it that way - if the characters are yellow, whenever you’re tuning
around with your remote control, and you see a flash of yellow, you know you’ve
hit The Simpsons.

Vicki: The way the characters were drawn has changed quite a bit since the

beginning. Matt told us why.

Insert

The show has changed over the years, and | have to say that at the beginning of
the show the characters were really ugly and crudely drawn — that’s the way I
draw. Back in the beginning | assumed that they were going to clean up my
drawings and were going to make them look really cute and cuddly, but they
didn’t. So that’s why The Simpsons started out as hideous as they did.

Vicki: Originally the characters were quite ugly and crudely drawn.

Chen Li:  Crude g, Matt LICyEhmflfE AT X L8 Nt Sz ifisett, H2H
S HIMRABAT -

Vicki: But although the look of the characters has changed, they are still

very distinctive.

Chen Li: Wl @UAREF - RIETEZNE? BATRIMT Matt B4 .

Insert

Design your characters so they can be recognised in silhouette. And if you look at
The Simpsons, obviously — Bart with the spike hair and Marge with the tall hair
and Homer with his two little hairs on the top of his head — you can instantly
identify them in silhouette, and you can distinguish them from each other.

Vicki: They can be recognised in silhouette.

Chen Li: Silhouette # )3 .

Vicki: So those hair-dos were very important. Bart has spiky hair.
Chen Li: Bart ¥k 2RI

Vicki: Marge has tall hair.

ElB]C]
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Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Insert

Obviously —

Marge kA& s Bar, BA 5.
And Homer has almost no hair, except two!
Homer )3k B4 HHRE .

So they can be distinguished.

Fr LB AR 28 e, distinguish Fi5if, S8,

Bart with the spike hair and Marge with the tall hair and Homer with

his two little hairs on the top of his head — you can instantly identify them in
silhouette, and you can distinguish them from each other.

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Insert

One interesting aspect of The Simpsons is that because it's so
popular, they frequently have guest stars, usually playing

themselves.
Guest stars % 5. WA BAFEMADA T ULERIb &, Sriifbf] 5 Ame?

All sorts of people — pop stars and films stars, even the recent British

Prime Minister Tony Blair!

WUESEE A G LA CEEk X)) .

But no American presidents have agreed to be in the show!
AT — O HALARATH o

Yes, and also the show is generally quite anti-authority and can be a

bit political.

Anti-authority BB B4 — K WA i BBOE ) /8, R it 2—
(I

We built in an environmental theme at the very beginning, in having Homer
Simpson be an incompetent nuclear power plant worker.

Vicki:

SERVICE

So there is an environmental theme.
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Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Insert

We built in
Simpson be

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:
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Because Homer Simpson is an incompetent nuclear power plant

worker.

Homer Simpson 7% L) TAE, {H2HRMKAEE; B LR ARZ R R Ath X FE
BIEIN, TR T A% F s Rk K AahL

an environmental theme at the very beginning, in having Homer
an incompetent nuclear power plant worker.

Interestingly, the regular voice actors who star in the series usually

voice more than one character!

FERA RS, R JLARC S 0, A2 R i A& . AE3X 52 503

to voice it .

For example, the same person voices Homer, and his father!
RKEREARERY, A 2RBAINAZHE K e?

The Simpsons is irreverent humour.

Irreverent ANEMS I, HHN.

The team that makes it are very good at taking the mickey out of

things, including themselves!

To take the mickey out of — EXANHEFHIFIE, LR Z2MA01H . BEAM@

He?

Well for example, in early episodes, Bart had some silly

catchphrases.
Catchphrases %],

And in a later episode, Bart became famous purely because of a

catchphrase that didn’t mean anything.

Pt LABATIA Bk, =40 5 8 AT k.



Vicki: Up to this point, The Simpsons has only ever been a TV show. But

now there is a Simpson’s movie.

Chen Li:  JE2MNATAZAL 20 4RI IRIA R BHIAE H— 5 e ?

Insert

It’s taken us so long because we’ve been working on many many other episodes
for the show. And we don’t have a team standing by waiting to do that movie,
everybody was working full time. And finally we decided when we came up on our
400th episode mark, and our 20th year of existence, that, “you know what — let’s
do a movie”.

Vicki: They've just been too busy making all the episodes, to make a
movie. But when they got to 20 years and 400 episodes, they

decided it was time!

Chen Li:  AfE, WSS RIERS] A RSZYA K.

Vicki: Well, now we’ve run out of time.

Chen Li: % H AT BRI Rt i 20X B, EEAS RO H 3T 2

Vicki: Goodbye!
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