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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Housework K%

Helen: Oliver, in your family who does more in looking after your house?

Oliver: Helen, why are you suddenly interested in my family?

Helen: Well, that’s what our programme is about today. The politics of
housework.

Oliver: Housework %, politics Blif. GRS BUE . FIH €W A

FATT— FE S A TR Ul i o

Helen: Hoovering, dish-washing, cleaning, so much to do and so little
time.

Oliver: KB WA AR

Helen: In the Victorian times, there were servants to help with house
chores.

Oliver: K&, chores. MARE A IS EE T LUR TR 1FT B % .

Helen: But ever since the 1950s, it seems it’s all down to the housewife to

take on the housework.

Oliver: M AN 50 SEATT, B At A Kl 5, HIEAK CLARED
TAREIFIIN B, PTAT I 55t A AR TR I AE T R B S L.

Helen: And men’s attitude towards housework might not be what we are
used to today.

Oliver: JIRAS IR A 6 575 44 S e 5 A A R 455 FA g 2
Insert
Well, I'll watch the youngsters, but I’'m not washing no dishes. (Why not?) Well, |

don’t think it’'s my job. | work hard through the day, why should I work hard
when | get home? (Have you ever been asked to wash dishes?) I've been asked,
but I’'m not washing them. (What do you tell her?) 1 tell her to — (Would you like
to finish that?) I just tell her to go to hell.
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Helen: So, this husband is definitely no help when it comes to housework.

Oliver: A2 K91 F Lo

Helen: He sounds just like a male chauvinistic pig.

Oliver: Wr iR, Helen FRAMBIIZSEZAEH A HLN . Male chauvinism #i2 X
BrE, AENEA Helen 7R/ 1HAEIN E—A pig, E-UREIH T, KRBT
T XM

Helen: He doesn’t think washing the dishes or mopping the floor is his job.

And when he’s been asked to do them, he tells his wife to go to hell.

Oliver: ZHENE, LB,  to go to hell. 3X-4 MEWTITE AT AN S I WAz 22 71t
{8

Helen: That’s disgraceful.

Insert

Well, I'll watch the youngsters, but I’'m not washing no dishes. (Why not?) Well, |

don’t think it’'s my job. | work hard through the day, why should I work hard
when | get home? (Have you ever been asked to wash dishes?) I've been asked,
but I’'m not washing them. (What do you tell her?) 1 tell her to — (Would you like
to finish that?) I just tell her to go to hell.

Oliver: AL 50 EMTTAR, AL RKTH T MRERHISA.

Helen: We’re now familiar with the concept of equal opportunity.
Oliver: HlL&sH)4%,  equal opportunity. 763X B2 5 20 251 & 8

Helen: However, according to a recent public survey in the UK, working

mothers put in twice as much effort into housework as their
partners do.

Oliver: Is that true? 7E9E[E, TAE AR S 1E /e A0AT TS0 R BT s i £ !
Helen: So, does it mean that when it comes to housework, male and

female are not of equal status, or is it because women are just too
fussy about what needs to be done in the house?

Oliver: A fussy, FIbFLEARLX AT o I FCANFIEALE T 25507 1, oA
FR 5 22 S AN DRl b ATTEE 55 4 BE Bk s3I We 2

Helen: We’'re joined by writer Paul Burt and fashion editor Claire Carlson.

Oliver: FATE ST T Paul, e HLZHEXS by 7] BT 8E e S PkAIe? 2
Ak AR I ZE T2

Insert

My wife - pathologically tidy. Just it’s terribly important to her, I'm not saying it
shouldn’t be, but it is. She always wants me to take my shoes off, and do things
like that — and was always cleaning up. When we first got together, | said to her —
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look, either we get a cleaner, or I'll pay you £5 an hour and I'll go out with
someone else.

Helen: So, in Paul’s house, his wife does more housework than him. And
he says that’s because his wife is pathologically tidy, that means
his wife is extremely obsessed with tidiness, it’'s almost like an

iliness.

Oliver: That sounds scary. i) pathological. Paul 2= 7% i 5 8 il 5 &
Tk,

Helen: Keeping the house clean and tidy is very important to her, and one

of the things she makes Paul do is take his shoes off.

Oliver: BECTUBEE, oot s AR ANA R EIE . 1s it not the case
in the UK?
Helen: No, when you visit people’s home in the UK, you don’t have to take

your shoes off. I've never been asked to do that.

Oliver: | see, X/t LR
Helen: But Paul does recognise the importance of his wife’s efforts in

keeping the house clean and tidy.
Oliver: AT A, 24 Paul HIZEFANESSFILRIN AR, fh X3 T 4844
Insert
I have to say, when I'm in the house on my own, it is astonishing how much
mess | get myself into within about twenty-three minutes. So she’s not right,

she’s not wrong, it’s just different sorts of people.

Helen: So, Paul is not tidy like his wife. In fact, he admits that he can be
incredibly messy.

Oliver: Messy #t/2& untidy 5 —AKIAT, EHEPEEH. Paul bR 2
() sgfe ] AR 5 T L

Helen: He also used the word ‘astonishing’ to indicate the surprising speed,
with which he can make a mess in the house.

Oliver: ik Azt #ELUE(R # astonishing.

Helen: Paul confesses that he and his wife are very different when it
comes to housework.

Oliver: Let’s hear Paul again.

Insert

My wife - pathologically tidy. Just it’s terribly important to her, I'm not saying it
shouldn’t be, but it is. She always wants me to take my shoes off, and do things

like that — and was always cleaning up. When we first got together, | said to her —
look, either we get a cleaner, or I'll pay you £5 an hour and I'll go out with
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someone else. | have to say, when I’'m in the house on my own, it is astonishing
how much mess | get myself into within about twenty-three minutes. So she’s not
right, she’s not wrong, it’s just different sorts of people.

Helen:

Oliver:

Helen:

Oliver:

Helen:

Insert

Hello, you're listening to BBC Learning English. Today we’re
discussing the politics of housework. Is it true that women do more
than men?

AT RIGTER K ST, AEXE, FURETIEILES .

Well, if you’re single, then you’ll have to deal with the task by
yourself.

That’s probably a blessing. A28 T #EFE A HOX AN HEMOIANIXFEAS B 57 5L
(/N ) LA

But if you’'re single and very tidy, like Claire, finding an equally tidy
other half might not be that easy.

I don’t think I’'m quite as extreme as Paul’s wife, but yeah, I'm very very orderly,
very organised. | mean I'm single, I’'m not married. | can’t imagine being married
to somebody who's really messy and untidy. I’'m not quite sure how I'd cope.

Oliver:

Helen:

Oliver:

Helen:

Oliver:

Helen:

Oliver:

Helen:

Oliver:

Helen:

Oliver:

Helen:
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Claire il A Cot— M EH AR BER A .
She likes order and she’s very organised.
43 organised.

And she can’t imagine being married to somebody who’s very
messy and untidy.

WAHAE can’t imagine Fl—/Nild HUEIS 1 N AR TR E—R S B A

Well Oliver, are you like Claire or Paul?

What do you think?

I'd say you’re perhaps more like Claire.

What makes you think I’'m an organised and tidy person?

Well, because you’re good at time management, you’re never late
for work and you send in the scripts on time. Now, that’s a sign of
being organised.

I'll take that as a compliment. Thank you very much.

You’re welcome. I, however, on the other hand, am very untidy and
disorganised.



Oliver: I can see that from your office desk, Helen. 44 KK iE#E — /N5,
1)

Helen 7520 5 LR TH0H T &R0 &FESCIEW 4Rkml, e et 4ang, M
B — 5L B 5 AR AE

Helen: Paul and Claire agree on one thing - tidiness depends on the person,
not on their gender.

Oliver: EFRATSER YT T Paul I, AAA 2otk sl — i A& 22 4k 55 MR A il

b =1

Insert

I’m not sure it’s a male and female thing, because my sister Caroline — if she’s
listening — makes me look like a neat Nick, she’s so untidy, sorry. And my wife’s
brother is even tidier than her and | remember | was talking to someone — |
wonder if he’s listening — who said about him, it was a babysitter, she said to me
“Is she house proud like the brother?” and I said “Yeah” and she said “Oh, he’s so
house proud — unusual in a man.”

Oliver: Paul [FAHEHAEIX 5 HNEMERA G, H2 Paul 19 K5 15 X A ZE Fib %%+
e

Helen: And here’s Claire.

Insert

I mean | agree with Paul, | don’t think it's that women are tidier, cleaner, and
men aren’t. | just think everybody’s different. And if you happen to be in a very
mismatched relationship, then obviously there’s trouble. And also there’s a
generational thing, | think my generation — I'm in my early thirties - | think we’re
very very different to people in their forties, fifties — I’'m sure we have to be.

Oliver: #ifg Claire BiiK, 55400 WERAE M T 225 AROK, - B8 AE X 53X )
A RS R SR E, RARATT 2 TR AR 2 2 7 A0 B

Helen: I agree with Claire. She also mentioned that the younger
generation have different approach and attitude towards housework
than older people.

Oliver: That's true. PCALEXAN L 46 45174 Generation gap. hiniidk
SCRERNFRAT A 3 A7 56 A AN A R 1

Helen: Let’s go back to the research briefly. For women who have been
overloaded with housework, what can they do to get their partners
to do more in the house?

Oliver: Paul XA AT A EBATTIFUR Paul 4 KK IIERI, EREA gL 5
PR 2 2K 553 ) Lo
Insert

Tell the bloke he’s lazy and do something about it. If you're prepared to put up
with that from your husband, don’t come running to me. Give him a kick up the
backside. | can’t understand women who take it off men. You just have to work it
out yourself. There’re responsibilities to be split, but don’t whinge about it.
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Helen:

Oliver:

Helen:
Oliver:
Helen:

Oliver:

Helen:

Insert

Paul’s opinion is that women should tell their partners what they
need to do. He used an informal expression for men.

Bloke & M EEIEXM M, &AM B A Paul sfgunf 3
THEAMEA CHSLRAEFT AT A FHAMAITE, Il N A5 4 2o 2l
il

He says — give him a kick up the backside.

FEATS 58— e 2 B 0 2 SR 2 M PR PR DS R T

He doesn’t understand why women complain but take no action.

ABE A LoV N A% R T BE 2 S8 BB AT B R ASX FOIR DL, AR AR H O
(K15 RAT 2 4 it

This is also a view shared by Claire too.

Yeah, | think the onus is definitely on women, | read this thing about this subject
and it said why are men going to prompt any change, because everything is
working very well for them at the moment. So it's definitely on the shoulders of

women.

Oliver:

Helen:

Oliver:

Helen:

Oliver:

Helen:

Oliver:
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Claire i\ L Nt Xt 5 NKEF 1, AARATTARA SscAT A A SR 3 J A H
I

So the responsibility to push for change rests on the shoulders of
women.

L RBRATEARAERW . 2IXH, BATN H ML R T, AR TRSE
IR LA 5 AN 46

You’re right. And for our listeners, if you have any comments to
make about what you’ve heard in our programmes, please get in
touch.

HRAT LSRRI LER] chinaelt@bbe.co.uk, 04 B BRI M, ™
32 www.bbechina.com.cn, #RJ5 Sdi “PIBHE .

Until next time, it’'s goodbye from me and Oliver at BBC Learning
English.
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