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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Giving Presents i3,

Insert

- | give presents for birthdays, weddings.

- Valentine's day — oh and anniversaries too.

- Mother's Day.

- | buy presents mostly for birthdays and for Christmas as well.

Oliver: XA 2 R A R HLASE A

Jo: Yes, special occasions when people in the UK are likely to buy a
present for someone — like birthdays.

Oliver: AH, SEEACKYE, AR AR R ARE N EE A g AfTIE2 MR
ZHW ALY, sl .

Jo: Weddings, yes, and anniversaries.

Oliver: JEL R, BEEHFELSHE MR EZ AR AELE . X TIRHREE
o

Jo: Yes, you always have to show your mother how special she is on

Mother's Day by buying a present — and of course, there’s Christmas.

Oliver: VAL, B g E N RE RN H — Xt . E4KRK) BBC JHEH-TTH
ep, BATEHR R F N AL ——LL KA T A L AL .

Jo: How to know what to give somebody as a present — we'll be hearing
from lots of British people.

Oliver: IEAh, FRATTIE L5 YRR 2 53 [ 5% T iR AL ALY .

Jo: That's all coming up — I'm Jo and with me today is Oliver.

Oliver: Hello there!

Oliver: So it seems like there are a lot of special occasions in the UK when

you might buy presents, Jo.

Jo: Yes there are, Oliver.
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But does everyone give presents for all of those occasions?

Well no. It depends on the person.

BE A AR — it depends. 1728 N Al g dEH S WORALY), HREA M At
Eif4H . But how do British people decide what to buy as a present

Jo?

Well, let's ask some of them shall we?

- Well | think about what they like — say if I'm choosing a book for someone |
think about something I've read that they might like according to their interests
or their hobbies.

- If I'm buying somebody a present, | always look at the sort of things they wear
or buy themselves or have in their homes or what they eat — you can tell an awful
lot about people from those things.

- | prefer to buy useful things because | know that they won't get chucked away.
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So it's important to think about what the person likes — we hear the
first woman use the word ‘say’ — say if I'm choosing a book for
someone. It kind of means ‘for example’.

Say ES AT LUK AGE 2 AR o 7RI HLA R i U, et i 3%
RUEL RN — A AL,

Say if I'm choosing a book for someone | think about something they
might like according to their interests. According to.

M AR . HRGE A AT R AN 52 1o

Interests and hobbies. Another way to decide what to buy someone
as a present is to look at the sorts of things they wear, buy and eat.

The sorts of things FrgitE. el LUNIF L IR AR 2 (IR AN f
K. EIXH awful FRERIHFEE, HE%. EWZ.

You can tell, you can find out, an awful lot about people by even
looking at what they have in their homes.

B, WARARAIE — huL%%%,%%ﬁMﬁﬁﬁiﬁ AT IR AR A 2
NASERE T FRA TR — A5 Bt fl 2 S5 T PR SR ) AR G

Useful things that they can definitely use — say soap — because
everyone gets washed — or a photo frame.

WA, SKHTERAL AR R 2 BREA A1, AT E AT AR S A
PR LIIP NI

Something that won't get chucked away.

Chuck fEIX B2, 2 —FdEEXH . Let's listen to those
people again.



Insert

- Well | think about what they like — say if I'm choosing a book for someone |
think about something I've read that they might like according to their interests
or their hobbies.

- If I'm buying somebody a present | always look at the sort of things they wear
or buy themselves or have in their homes or what they eat — you can tell an awful
lot about people from those things.

- | prefer to buy useful things because | know that they won't get chucked away.

Jo: We have lots more to tell you about giving presents in the UK but
before we do — let's look at some of today's language so far. First of
all, some of those special occasions.

Oliver: AR HLA . He i AT,

Jo: Valentine's Day.

Oliver: RERTY .

Jo: Mother's Day.

Oliver: JiEa .

Jo: Anniversary — for example, a wedding anniversary.
Oliver: BRI 2 (0 NAHR A0 &

Jo: And the other language — according to.

Oliver: AE. K,

Jo: And — to chuck away.
Oliver: Chuck & throw 1 IEHE. 5.
Jo: You're listening to BBC Learning English and today we're talking

about presents. Now we've looked at how people decide what
presents to buy.

Oliver: AR A 2R IR B AR A T RURE A WAt 24090, 5, Jo Ak
VERZK T LS VR g ?

Jo: That's not a bad idea Oliver — but do people think it's right to tell
someone what you want as a present?

Insert

- Oh no, I think that's really quite impolite — | think it's alright if you drop subtle

hints, just mention things that you like but to say ‘I want a bike for my birthday’

is unbearably rude.

- I don't think you should ever hint or tell. I think you are removing all of the joy

and surprise from life if you are telling people what you want for presents — |

think it's absolutely wrong.

Jo: So one woman there said she thinks it really is impolite to tell
someone what you want for a present.
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oAU o AR SRR G B — 28R AR I 2 B R AU o A I
To drop a hint — a subtle hint.
THB IR o JURME IR S AR BRI AR VT . S b, S .

To mention. So she thinks it's OK to mention things you like but to
say for example, “I want a bike for my birthday” is unbearably rude.

Unbearably 15 82 LAZ 3213 . {H/& unbearably rude (1 EEJEH &

AL .
The other woman said she doesn't think you should ever hint or tell

what presents you want, as you are removing all the joy and surprise
from life.

W, b R AR IR A R AR S AT SRR R, T A AT

It's absolutely wrong. But not everyone thinks it's so
wrong.

- Yes, it's absolutely right to tell someone what you might like as a present in the
hope that they'll buy it for you — in fact | drop quite a few hints.

- | think ahead of Christmas when you're expected to provide more than one gift
let’s say it's really useful to have an indication of what somebody might like.
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So before we heard people saying it was absolutely wrong and now
we are hearing it's absolutely right — in the hope that someone will
buy that present for you if you tell them.

WA N AL IR

And we heard that expression again — to drop a hint. She says she
drops quite a few hints. Quite a few.

s T AR 2 IR o DUAEA L8 N SR ST O I 75 VR N ARAE A A RE AL
Yoz Bttt AN IFI -

Yes, at Christmas in the UK you often have to give people more than
one present.

FEMAGI T 1, AR5 T R N XA ARE AL RO 2 AR A . 49 215

No
To have an indication. People often write Christmas lists.
M FIE—A A A RSRRALDIR 7, kR PhIE 408 & 3545 B O

Now one time when people definitely ask for specific presents is for a
wedding.

FEEHE, BRSSO N H 28— ME . A wedding list it Bifiir]
T O A s w7 N TR M 5 W SR 2R VG FUAE B, A T8 1% AT



Ak B B AR G D SR A DA A 45 AT DB AT S AL . B R AR 4
I o

Jo: There are many different opinions about wedding lists too. Here's
some language to help you. Cheeky.

Oliver: Cheeky & 5 [H Sty B 1] )L, 52 SRR B 1

Jo: And when talking about money you might use the verb worth — to be
worth something.

Oliver: Worth A5 4R PE{EAH N A &

Jo: To agree.

Oliver: R A NE .

Jo: Greediness.

Oliver: TAE

Jo: And you'll hear the word hassle.

Oliver: Fewb o IXJLE A BHE R RS TIR Z 1 4enb.
Jo: To save a lot of hassle.

Insert

-Something | do find a bit strange is wedding lists | just think it's a little bit
cheeky to ask someone to buy you a specific gift worth a certain amount of
money.

- | just don't agree with them. Everyone's got everything — it's just greediness.

- If it's a wedding, it's useful to have a list, so that people don’t buy the same
thing all the time. | can see that they are a useful thing it does save a lot of
hassle especially if people can buy online and get it wrapped for them and all that
stuff.

Oliver: FBEAFILXAL L2 B LA A 5 A AL Pt D48 (R R B R A0 [ AR 22 A\ K
FEIERGUSHT SR T S, #Agihil, ffiloef 17— FITVIZHE &R
P, S ABNH AL S, RO A A S B2 (1 2 B B SR IR AR AR S AR
M o

Jo: It's time for another language recap.
Insert
To drop a hint £ K57k, A subtle hint 5#PHIRE <. To mention #£ 2. #%]. Quite a

few M4 £ (1. To have an indication 33| ~. A wedding list Z4SHL Y5 ..
Cheeky JEKi 7. Worth {H%%. Hassle 4. To save hassle 4 4.

Oliver: Wow, so buying presents can be difficult in the UK, can't it Jo? You
have a lot of special occasions to buy for.
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Well it's not too difficult for us, Oliver, because we're used to it.
WL, AR T .
Are things different in China, Oliver?

Yes, a bit different. We never ever tell people what we want as a
present, ‘cause we think that is greedy. And we don’t have a wedding
present list. But if friends want buy something as a wedding present,
they do tell the new couple before they buy, just to help them avoid
getting the same presents. And wedding presents are often practical
ones.

Well it’s a very interesting topic, and we could talk more about giving
presents but we have no more time today Oliver, we have to finish
there. Don't forget if you want to email us — you can write to us at
chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

SRR B 2 EE KT, WA BRI B AR MR, k.
www.bbcchina.com.cn

We look forward to hearing from you. Bye for now.

Bye!
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