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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Gardens of Britain ZEHEKIXIEHE

John: Hello again and welcome to another Learning English programme
from the BBC. I'm John and with me is Oliver. Hello Oliver.

Oliver: Hi John. Now | want to know about something that the British are
very well known for.

John: And what's that?

Oliver: Gardens!

John: Gardens?

Oliver: Yes the great gardens of England! JfE ff) A6 !

John: Ah right, you mean the big public gardens found in the large stately

homes of Britain, the gardens which are laid out formally for the
wealthy families who used to live in expensive houses.

Oliver: Exactly FAI{EX B K4Eld . The Great Gardens of England. J&f57E K
FER . ZEEK4ER . The stately homes 245 FH IERAERE, formally
laid out 7EJeE, FRIEH R BEAE AT AR AR A e SRR o

John: The families that used to own these big houses with the formal
gardens have largely died out now, but some still survive. Others
have opened as tourist attractions, and some are now run by an
organisation called The National Trust.

Oliver: The National Trust HRICE AL K& A Ha LB BIHLA
membership donations. XM ZVE A SR 2 I s e Aded . A ATK &=
G IEH volunteers 4 FUF,  guides 74l & 2 U H (7]

John: We're going to visit one of these historic gardens today, the fabulous
gardens at Chatsworth House in Derbyshire, that's a county in the
north of England.

Oliver: Andrea Wolf has written a new book all about the gardens there — so
she's our expert! “ZEFT. - JR/RKRE T —ARKTX M ), 4R
it SFAN T A el o

John: Let's start with a little history lesson!
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Oliver: R, RIS KREAN BT AR 25 ) B e R4 i 1 s

John: Construction of the first house at Chatsworth began in 1552, but it
was many years before the house that exists today was built.

Oliver: AT S 1552, LRI A A IER 4K, Construction MRz ,
F—AMNFEEZXRE L4 T 12487, 12 generations!

John: And it is still occupied by ancestors of the same family.

Oliver: Ancestors 155, BN . BAEAE the current duke 7F 2004 42 WA A2 55 A6
R T B .

John: Throughout its history, the house has been full of fine treasures like

its many important works of art and the many rare books.
Oliver: But it's the gardens | am interested in John. < T{E A4 e ?

John: It was during the life of the 6" Duke of Chatsworth that the gardens
became spectacular.

Oliver: SN B T 455K - Wva i STAelel i idta, A s o o [ g s B
MBI —, st T EEIRA A B AR 2k 4E b .

John: Andrea Wolf who has written all about the gardens spoke to me
about Paxton when 1 visited the garden.

Oliver: W, EXBORIE AR 24 R BB E. v, Tk fdar
industrial revolution; K&4:7 mass produced; 45 H4k to master
nature; IZ/5 hothouses. il A T—&kUr b B 4% UF John ).

Insert

Well, it's a quite rugged scenery, but what Paxton and the Duke did is, they used
the Industrial Revolution to create a garden which literally mass produced nature,
so they must have nature here. Paxton created hothouses for example and
produced plants on an unheard scale. He utilised the technology and the
invention that powered factories for example steam engines, gas lighting, so he
made use of everything what he saw what was happening around him.

John: How ingenious. Joseph Paxton combined all the modern machinery of
his day, of the Industrial Revolution to create the magnificent
gardens that you see at Chatsworth today.

Oliver: John A REFRFF B — N k¥ y. Industrial Revolution Tk ¥y, &
— Lk machinery w7k Sy, Mol T ESK . Sl T T B
manufacturing processes # 7 i g m # MK HIFEE large scale,
i H, ARSI T T e, a7 A AT e ATIARTE
PUANE R Az, 2 NI T LE B LR 55 T 4a 8T A

John: So Joseph Paxton took up some of the ideas of the Industrial
Revolution and used them in the way he created his gardens. He was
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Oliver:

John:
Oliver:

John:

Oliver:

John:

Oliver:

John:
Oliver:

John:

Oliver:

John:

Insert

able to mass produce plants, just as if he were in a factory, and he
did this by growing the plants in large hothouses, or greenhouses, or
glasshouses we might call them.

He also used things like gas lighting #£“</] in his gardens. <] /&
TV AR — N

Andrea Wolf said that Paxton literally mass produced nature!
fib HREEHR R T AR R

Welcome to BBC Learning English if you've just joined us. I’'m John
and with me Oliver.

PRUF Y AEA IRIRZEAGTE, H B — ARG e i % glasshouse, B 17
% hothouse.

In the 1840s he built the largest glasshouse in the world, and that
too was on the Chatsworth Estate. Andrea told me that Joseph
Paxton was such a talented gardener that he used many techniques
an architect might use.

WA LY BE R - WA ST e A e 1 T AR 22 AR R
architecture, fii LAt 4 §EHi 2k very talented.

Andrea says that Paxton had no formal training as an architect.

FEN 2 A I AR I R AR 5 T B

He built the great glasshouse at Chatsworth when the great
engineers of his day were struggling to span railway stations with
their railway buildings.

M e SR SRR IR T, AR A A AR A 2 IR S L KPR 3 RNk, ke R TR
AR SR AFU I I Ay A 8 P AR K ) 2wl i 65 T 85 ) Ay 26 W, T — N i it 4l
e TR UFIZ AR K st

Here's Andrea again.

In a way it shows a bit about Paxton’s character, how confident he really was,
because he did not have any formal training as an architect or as an engineer,
and he built this at the same time as leading engineers were struggling to span
the new railway platform, and what he did as a gardener, he built the largest
glasshouse in the world.

Oliver:

John:

Oliver:
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WEAR A =R, TR —ANMEE A A BERI N he was really talented! fihzdid
TS L KR % the largest glasshouse in the world.

Well let's get back to the gardens, | wonder why these wealthy
families wanted to create these impressive gardens?

I think they wanted to show off their wealth!
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John: | think so too, and Andrea has some views about this as well. This is
what she told us.

Insert

Well, it's the time of the expanding British Empire, and one of the ways you can
show your might, and your power was to bring back all these plants from India,
from America, from the West Indies, and put them into your glasshouse. The
extraordinary thing here is that we are in Derbyshire, and you open the door, and
you enter the tropics, so you have palm trees arching above you, you have
bamboos, you have banana trees, you have tropical birds, monkeys, fish in
heated aquatic ponds. You have Bougainvillaea, Hibiscus, Passion Flowers, you
really enter a different world.

John: So yes, it seems like there was quite a lot of showing off going on.
The family at Chatsworth were typical of large wealthy families
during the time of the British Empire and they would bring things
home from the various countries that they had visited.

Oliver: AR R TR I W BE, FIOR Wos R 705 your might, AR your
power [’ f (K7 il R LA VR 25 I T A 23t (K AR Y T BAE R LS. fEA
DR ZEAE T F oK 7 J s AR IR 2 oK B AR IR o

John: What's interesting according to Andrea is that all these exotic plants
exist in Derbyshire, in the big glasshouse at Chatsworth. She says
going into the glasshouse is like going into the Tropics.

Oliver: The Tropics, #iFfH), X & & RIK 2E Ak Bz 545 A3z . And what do
the tropics consist of John?

John: You have palm trees arching above you.

Oliver: —HEABEDT, BT AR B TAEAR Sk EARHET ] —FE R RY .

John: There are bamboos, banana trees, and tropical birds!

Oliver: Py AR DL &R 52K,

John: There are monkeys and fish in heated aquatic ponds.
Oliver: BRI, = REARET, URIE T DR 7K LG 2 #1298 aquatic pools.
John: A really different world in the cold climate of the north of England,

quite amazing if you think about it! Well let's hear for the last time
from Andrea.

Oliver: VE T ST AR TR 2 LU ) A SR ZE AR Dl I 3, A Ik (8 4 el W 52 98 o

Insert

You had carpet bedding it was called, where you had one plant after another all in
very garish colours, bright reds, bright yellows, bright oranges. They would have
patterns laid out in these plants, very in your face, very artificial, but possible
because he had those greenhouses and hothouses. So, these plants you would
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have had to change them at least twice a year because they are all annuals, so
you can plonk them all in the flowerbed, and then rip them out again.

John: Sounds a little gaudy to me Oliver.

Oliver: A little what?

John: Gaudy, it means rather brash, too bright, not very tasteful, that sort
of thing.

Oliver: OK gaudy i ASL Y, X)) LA 2 H S brash, A3 A8 =

too bright, &A1 HeAA WiKFIE L not very tasteful.

John: And these gaudy plants were annuals, which means they grew only
once a year.

Oliver: Annuals —F4H], XEEREPESE BRERK, —F 40, STERNSKER
B IRIR 25 A el SR s e 0 e %t BRAR A el 7R 4512

John: Well we’ve been to Chatsworth today, hope you've enjoyed the
programme. If you need some more help with your English then take
a look at our website www.bbcchina.com.cn.

Oliver: Join us again soon. Bye for now! f§J.

John: Bye!

BlBIC)
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