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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Hello and welcome to BBC Learning English. I'm Lily and with me
here today is Sun Chen.

Hi ARG b AT T4 R B Al 2 TS AR A B A o [ Z= 212 Bk
Imagine that one day you come to the UK. You’'d probably want to
get yourself a driving licence so why not learn some basic
vocabulary to get you started.

Good idea! AidWF, FAi 1L ek JUAN K H5 2 j AT il o
Here’s the first group of words and expressions.

A, B

Driving licence.

Ay, P

Provisional driving licence.

eI,

Theory test.

.

Road test.

YT AW, FRERARICENaICER, TOAEES, Bil—2)Lid
LA b S YV b b

Have you got your UK driving licence Sun Chen?

=

Yes I have. {H2 AT ~4cnf Uiy, Mate, HEEREEER, w2
AR AE L AEBATHRWT WXL N A B o

H

WORLD
SERVICE

bbecchina.com.cn




- It took me four times to pass my driving test and I think if I hadn't passed on
the fourth time, I would have just given up because I thought it was so difficult I
couldn't bear it any longer.

- Oh my driving test, well, I passed on my second attempt.

- Well for me, it took me seven times to pass the driving test but I'm not the
worst, my Dad took eleven times.

Lily: Well, I'm not surprised because most people I know didn't pass the
first time, that's for sure.

Sun Chen: &4, HCAAELEIX 70, FEEFAEREH T4 5. UK is probably
the most difficult country to get a driving licence!

Lily: But you know there is a strong reason for the UK to keep their
standard high. Peter Burton is the assistant chief driving examiner,
He said it’s extremely important to keep the testing standard high.

Insert

In today’s road and traffic conditions, things are getting more and more difficult.
There are currently three and half thousand people a year being killed and we
certainly don't want to lower any standards and add to that.

Sun Chen: WrAhiX 24— i, FAGEAEAE S LB RATRE W . nOS T, RHEAEAZ
T I N AE 2 A S B AR

1]

Lily: You can also say that three and a half thousand people die in traffic
accidents each year.

Sun Chen:  So they wouldn't lower any standards. il /&< &K krUE>”,

Lily: In fact the UK has tightened their procedures since 1996.

Sun Chen: I 2 B0 FEE &8k ™ 4% . Listen to Peter Burton again.
Insert

The test was changed in 1996 and we actually split off the theory test part of the
test into a separate test. Unfortunately the pass rate at the moment is quite low,

running at about 43-44%.

Sun Chen:  ZULlok, 76 1996 fELIRT, JLE IS HA M . (HIE G RIE% A2
N AT %R

Lily: Yes, they split off the theory part of the test into a separate test.
Split off.

Sun Chen: Uil ERAMNFF. Split off.

Lily: Unfortunately the pass rate is rather low, Did you catch the
pass rate, Sun Chen?

Sun Chen: Yes, 43% - that's less than half!

Lily: Pass rate.
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s 3 3L 2 B
The pass rate for first time applicants is even lower.

FAT LR EL T LI BA SR D1, RS B Ui Bt A [
R LA N

Now let’s have a quick recap of the words we have learned so far.
Traffic conditions.

HL

Traffic accidents.
Tighten the procedure.
IR A PON

Lower the standard.
i

Pass rate.

AR L] BATA R RAET EIT 42, IR A A e 29 [ (1)

pziss
H,

To find out the basic steps for getting a UK driving licence. I
interviewed an experienced driving instructor, Ken Watson.

Hi, my name's Ken Watson. I'm a driving instructor — for seven years. I worked
for the largest company in Britain. The first thing you need to do is to apply for a
provisional licence. You fill in the form, supply two photographs, pay the fee and
send it off to the DVLA, who then issue you with a provisional driving licence.

Sun Chen:

Lily:

Sun Chen:

Lily:

Sun Chen:
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Yes, you need to apply for a provisional licence. You need to fill in a
form, supply two photographs and pay the fee.

PRIEAFIE R IR, IBZER LRIk R A 429k

Once the DVLA has received all these they will issue a provisional
licence. Can you explain DVLA in Chinese, Sun Chen?

Sure. DVLA gl rl UGG id AL, i s E 28 R .
And the minimum age is 17. That is a legal requirement. Once you

get your provisional driving licence you can start taking driving
lessons and that’s where the real excitement starts, I suppose?



Sun Chen:  JR244R ! A2 R T 2 BIRIGZABBL XA AR P ERA T . fE
I, FATEGRAE BT 4. HORAE S, ARSI KT R sl % -
BT .

Lily: You are right Sun Chen. So you have to face a real life situation.
Listen to Ken again.

Insert

Yes, you are actually on the road. You're actually on the road with other traffic -
other pedestrians, buses, lorries and cyclists.

- So it's a real life situation?

Real life situation.

Sun Chen:  RRLIXANWE R HTLL— T ST RS R AR B W) ok Ut e BAT A
#h! Real life situation, ZE[Fml & X EL LI 2% kA7

Lily: With pedestrians, lorries and cyclists all on the road.

Sun Chen: 47 A pedestrians, it 4 lorries ‘K%, WL HEH LR 4N cyclists.
Insert

Yes, we have a booklet called the Highway Code which contains all the rules and
regulations of the road. It has signs, markings, the rules of the road and the
things that the drivers should do.

Lily: The Highway Code is the ultimate guide that drivers must follow.
Sun Chen: AT 2 B AR U B A2 B 53 08T (R HE N o

Lily: You must learn by heart the signs, markings and rules of the road.

Sun Chen: ARERPBFERIbR S R, A ERASE R

Lily: So you learn the Highway Code and take driving lessons. Then,
when you think you are ready, you can take the theory test.

Sun Chen:  ZEEZMIERA WA, RATKLE Ken 45 3ATT0 3
Insert

The theory test is in two parts. One is you get 35 questions — you have to answer
30 out of 35 to pass that part. And the second part is the new part — the hazard
perception test, where you sit in front of a computer and they run video clips and
you have to watch out for developing and potential hazards. You click on the
mouse - the earlier you spot it, the more points you score.

Sun Chen:  SEWRA WFIANESY, S0 R SN BACHFRNI %k, — I 35 .
8 A A TR AU AE ) %

Lily: For the hazard perception part, you will see some video clips on the
computer screen. Video clips.
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HOEAEIRX 8%, ARG B LEI R ASE . MR R A A0
FHMCER A IR, AR R AR 8 AR o

E:

The quicker your reaction, the more points you score.
RS 75 GE R, (HRRE XL A > 44 TEEA AT

The theory test is valid for two years in which you need to take the
practical test or road test.

Valid for two years. 200k (A BOHREWE . REDEFEME L WA Z 2
ZI, RGP E RS —A,

In BBC Learning English today, we are talking about how to get a
UK driving licence.

MG 2004 5 1 gt 8y, BRI LG4 AT 43%, w4
REBSAESS i .

So what are the most common mistakes that cause drivers to fail
the road test? Here is our guest driving instructor Ken from
London.

These are the top 5 common mistakes that happen on the practical test.
Observation at road junctions; reversing around the corner from a major road
into a minor road, proper observation; steering , not proper use of the steering,
steering with one hand, letting the wheel spin back; parallel parking or the
reverse parking exercise — again the same thing, you need to make sure you're
under control, use plenty of observation and you're accurate; and the last one,
gears, the right gear for the speed.

Lily:

Sun Chen:
Lily:
Sun Chen:
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Sun Chen:
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Well, according to Ken the most common mistakes that cause
people to fail are observation at road junctions...

HUEAE I IS0 NG 1

Reversing around the corner.
MBI N R I .

And steering.

LR T ) 5 HHE 2

Parallel parking with reverse parking exercise.
FATIE R, A S AL R .

Changing gear.

ekl



Lily: I think it would be interesting to find out from people who recently
passed their test about their experience. Earlier we spoke to three
young British people - Neil, Finn and Emily. Let’s listen to their
stories.

Insert

- Taking the test was very nerve-wracking. My leg was shaking on the pedal. And
afterwards when the examiner started asking me questions, he was very angry
with me and I thought there's no chance, I've blown it. But fortunately I passed.
- Well the first time when I did my test in London, they've got very big three-lane
roundabouts which I found quite difficult to negotiate.

- It took me three goes to pass my test. The first time I failed because I stalled
going up a hill. I think the second time I did a reverse park and I went too far
away from the kerb.

Lily: There is some good vocabulary there so let's listen to them one by
one again.

Sun Chen: The first one is Neil.

Insert

Taking the test was very nerve-wracking. My leg was shaking on the pedal. And
afterwards when the examiner started asking me questions, he was very angry
with me and I thought there's no chance, I've blown it. But fortunately I passed.
Lily: He said it was nerve-wracking —he was extremely nervous.

Sun Chen: 2 50] S HFR L AN ) K

Lily: As the examiner was very angry, he thought that he had blown it -
he thought he had failed.

Sun Chen: {245 fail 1, 42 %EN, to have blown it.

Lily: Now let’s listen to Finn and try to find out why he failed the first
time.

Insert

Well the first time when I did my test in London, they've got very big three-lane
roundabouts which I found quite difficult to negotiate.

Lily: It was the big roundabout that Finn found it difficult to negotiate -
roundabout and negotiate

Sun Chen:  K¥f [ big roundabout, negotiate i /& il .

Lily: Now listen to Emily and see why she failed the first and second
time.

Insert
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The first time I failed because I stalled going up a hill. I think the second time I
did a reverse park and I went too far away from the kerb.

Lily: Now, let’s look at some of the words she used. Stalled going uphill.
Sun Chen:  Stalled going uphill 358 k.

Lily: Reverse parking.

Sun Chen:  fiF#%4I reverse parking.

Lily: Too far away from the kerb. The kerb.

Sun Chen: 41 the kerb.

Lily: Once you have passed the theory test and the road test you get
your UK driving licence.

Sun Chen:  2Wl, FATASRAZEHF T A0 E Lily, FRAOTZEAE FERE )il ?
Lily: That's a good idea! Here we go.
Sun Chen:  EXZ#,

Lily: Driving licence.

Sun Chen:  i&fy, 2.

Lily: Provisional driving licence.

Sun Chen:  ZAEEBKHE, HE2RR% .
Lily: Theory test.

Sun Chen: %

Lily: Road test.

Sun Chen:  Zi—MEEEACH R IR

Lily: The Highway Code.

Sun Chen:  #tiEid %,

Lily: Pass rate.

Sun Chen: AC I

Lily: Traffic accidents. Well, I hope you get a better idea now about
driving in the UK. It's not easy to get a driving licence but it can be
done.

Sun Chen: Try to remember the new words and expressions we have learnt
today.
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Lily: OK. Hope you have enjoyed our programme and from here in
London. See you next time. Bye.

Sun Chen: Bye!
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