BBC Learning English — 15 Minute Programmes 15 4345 H

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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The Bronte Sisters 5%

Andrea: On a wall in the National Portrait Gallery, here in London, there’s a
famous painting of three sisters.

Jean: Ty R AR A ) WOKRF] . BRI e« ShEEY
Andrea: The Bronte sisters.
Jean: TR NASFRUAT TR M i B A5 1 = A A ER .

Andrea: And even today!
Hello, I'm Andrea Rose.

Jean: KK, FRAEM. £FA145K BBC Learning English 7 H W, FATEEH RS
RN T X SCAA TR 7 = U0k DL R AT T R A ) i 25 44 SO #E e

Andrea: Born during the Victorian era, the Brontes wrote the famous novels
Wuthering Heights, Jane Eyre and Agnes Grey.

Jean: MTE 150 S5 4R, FRATIRAE FF A 1X L/ .
Insert

Their work seemed to be so strong that they cross cultural divides, and the divide
of time. Their novels are popular all around the world and have been made into
films particularly in all sorts of languages. And they’ve continued to inspire artists,
and people, from them being written 150 years ago.

Andrea: The novels are so strong they cross cultural divides and the divide of
time.

Jean: X2 BT B SC A W SRR T I () A SO ) AR .

Andrea: They've even been made into films and translated into many different
languages.

Jean: R PEAE 150 SRR 1A RAR N 24 1302 K SR F A P AW 1 R

Andrea: Alan Bentley is the director of the Bronte Parsonage Museum in
Haworth, Yorkshire. That's a small village in the North of England.

Jean: JXT“T@%”’E’E PR QUK HE . Alan FEIUAZGIRAIN 40 TAE4I 18 i
A0 DR S WA AL T RS S BN A A 155 DL
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Insert

They moved to the parsonage in 1820, when their father took up the job as the
perpetual curate of Haworth. It was a rocky beginning in that Patrick’s appointment
wasn’t very popular among the local congregation. It was a difficult beginning from
that point of view and also of course, within 8 months of them arriving, Mrs Bronte
died — she had cancer we think — and she became ill and died very quickly, leaving
Patrick with these 6 young children.

Andrea: The Brontes moved to the village in 1820. Their father was a curate or a
priest.

Jean: But it was a rocky beginning for them. A iXAMBATT— FF RIS A B 5% 15
FEAS ARG o

Andrea: Their father wasn’'t popular and 8 months after they got there, their
mother suddenly died of cancer.

Jean: It LAARATT R 52 08 ARy HE e AN AN R B B4 SR N AN T o T2 W8 ) B e S 40 e
INET A

Andrea: But that wasn’t the end of their tragedy.
Jean: M, PR KB R A NINIT 4. Tragedy. 35,

Andrea: Two of their sisters died and at that point Emily and Charlotte were sent
away to a boarding school.

Jean: — AT J UL N AN SE ST Rt A 1o 4 20 ) e i 3 0 2 B Ry AL 4 PR 5 A R TR
KHsEm .  Alan Bentley Z5FRATVERR], S RARFALR 17 R0 TT S AR I A2 an i 4 s ik
EMATTH N Ui

Insert

The next deaths contributed to the literature of the Brontes, in that Patrick sent
them away — sent the elder girls away to a school which was to become Lowood in
‘Jane Eyre’ — Charlotte didn’t have a good time there. The two older children —
Elizabeth and Maria — became ill and died — and Charlotte and Emily were brought
back home. And Patrick didn’t send them away to school — any of his children away
to school — for quite some time after that.

Andrea: Alan explains that when the girls’ sisters died, they were sent to a school
just like Lowood.

Jean: WA AR R A A A H 7 SEAE RS T, BT DLMATTJE R [ 2 1 #3800 5 5 A 20 (A
Jite

Andrea: Instead their father decided to educate them at home.
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Insert

The next deaths contributed to the literature of the Brontes, in that Patrick sent
them away — sent the elder girls away to a school which was to become Lowood in
‘Jane Eyre’ — Charlotte didn’t have a good time there. The two older children —
Elizabeth and Maria — became ill and died — and Charlotte and Emily were brought
back home. And Patrick didn’t send them away to school — any of his children away
to school — for quite some time after that.

Jean:  SERELER HLREBE IR THR L SMAT AT ?
Andrea: Well, these children decided to create their own imaginary worlds.

Jean: Imaginary worlds — A% HR 5.

Andrea: The three sisters and their brother, Bramwell, started to make up their
own stories.

Insert

These lively, intellectual young children, developed these imaginary worlds — these
very complex imaginary worlds. Bramwell was brought little wooden soldiers as a
present — for his birthday — and they were distributed amongst the children — and
they took each one of these and made the characters up. For that they drew
complex maps and wrote stories and poetry. These were produced into little
magazines and books, that were the size of the soldiers — so this is where we get
the famous little books.

Jean: Alan BUX JLAEZ T RERE R LB, Lively and intellectual.

Andrea: When Bramwell, their brother, was given some wooden toy soldiers as a
birthday present, they decided to create stories around them.

Jean: AT 125 X B AL SR H gl T ffi (0 — characters — i T E24HI3K — complex
maps.

Andrea: Soon they had created lots of stories and poetry.

Jean: AT SR QIR ORI MCE B B RN A7 Bikbr R e it Xy b1 prin
(KNS, BUAEAEL) SRR T R IAAT et

Andrea: How amazing! They really had fertile imaginations.
Jean: Fertile imaginations. & 4% /7.

Andrea: But if you were a woman in the 1800s you were expected to be a
teacher or look after children.

Jean: IR OE ISR R VSN T (o
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Insert

They were quite ambitious and there was the economic thing — that they needed to
earn money, so there was that side of it as well. They really didn’t like teaching.
Only Anne could be said to be a successful teacher and governess. Emily | think
had two very short-lived jobs; Charlotte, while she did work, she hated it — really
didn’t like dealing with the children. So they needed to find another way out.

Andrea: Alan says that the Brontes were ambitious.

Jean: YRR AL

Andrea: They didn’t like teaching so they needed to find another way to make
some money.

Jean: AT 265 SRR 11, DX A Al AT 1 AN A I e AR 4 A

Andrea: Ann was successful as a teacher but the others’ jobs as teachers were
short-lived.

Jean: AT Z A - short-lived.

Insert

They were quite ambitious and there was the economic thing — that they needed to
earn money, so there was that side of it as well. They really didn’t like teaching.
Only Anne could be said to be a successful teacher and governess. Emily | think
had two very short-lived jobs; Charlotte, while she did work, she hated it — really
didn’t like dealing with the children. So they needed to find another way out.

Andrea: So they started writing their wonderful novels. Jean, | wonder, have you
ever read any of the Bronte’s novels?

Jean: Andrea, of course | have. W 11 R0 & 52 #02 BT BN 31 =5 52 1 468 . %
o

Andrea: And I really loved Wuthering Heights. Heathcliff is so passionate and the
story is so romantic.

Insert

I suppose immediately peoples’ reaction was that it was very shocking — both the
subject matter and the way that it was written. Jane Eyre, and Wuthering Heights,
I suppose, the central characters are not nice people. It’s a study of Heathcliff’s
revenge really, on the family.

Jean: Alan Z53AT S 24 I G P LA IZAE 0 /N B8 I BRI A, AATTE S A2 TERE R
Andrea: People found the subject matter shocking.

Jean: /BRI AMEAR R A I A 1
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Andrea: Imagine if people had known that the writers were in fact women.

Jean: FET, QR AT RE NG 2 MR, E S R .

Insert
It was obviously — it wasn’t a socially acceptable thing. There were female authors,
but they were certainly seen as unusual and not really socially acceptable. On a

practical basis the Bronte sisters used pseudonyms — quite sort of androgynous
pseudonyms — they wrote as men to their publisher.

Andrea: It wasn’t socially acceptable to be a female writer during the Victorian
times.

Jean: XAE A A S AR 52 ). 1t wasn't socially acceptable.

Andrea: It was strange or unusual.

Jean: T L5 B A ok ok 2 A %2 44 . Pseudonyms.

Andrea: Pseudonyms.

Jean: AT %44 Currer, Ellis i£47, Acton Bell.

Andrea: How clever! Sadly, all three sisters had their lives cut short by illness.

Jean: ASE S, X ALK I B A O 2R, IR NI dirie 4, fhA A AZE
BT R, RERITT

Andrea: But there is no doubt that their writing will continue to live on. So which
is Alan Bentley’s favourite Bronte book?

Insert

I’'m a Wuthering Heights person | think. It’s the power of it and the writing in fact —
and the fact that it’'s perhaps not what people expect — it's this tale of revenge
really. But also the way that it evokes both the Yorkshire people and also the
Yorkshire landscape.

Jean: Alan [ CARERCFEB 1 FE R 580 A0 ORI 7

Andrea: It’s all about revenge.

Jean: XA GBI T S E R A TR 2 0], v AR o T R A Ok 2 A
HHE 5 1 X AR 2 i 44 AR R IX

Andrea: And you can visit some of the places these talented women wrote about,
as well as the museum on a visit to England! On that note, it's time for

us to say goodbye from us and the Brontes at BBC Learning English.

Jean: Bye.
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