BBC Learning English — 15 Minute Programmes 15 4345 H

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.

KT GIAHEE:
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Connie Fisher EEi-#4)L

Finn: Hello and welcome to entertainment from BBC Learning English.
I’'m Finn.

Yang Li: Tt Yang Li. KUt

Finn: We are talking to Connie Fisher today about how she won the lead

role in the new West End production of ‘The Sound of Music’.

Yang Li: R =Bfr ) Las A AN G i 2 W] A5 T A 200 X B AR (& ARz
7) The Sound of Music X/NE L.

Finn: Connie is 23 years old and comes from Wales. She trained as an
actress but had never succeeded in getting a major part until now.

Yang Li: TE G i MR BAT B R P BT — AN F 1
Finn: But, in a BBC competition, Connie managed to beat many other

hopefuls to secure the part of Maria in the famous musical ‘The
Sound of Music'.

Yang Li: Hopefuls &k A o ANk 55 U5 FAT 108 b O IT 46 0 Ik b I3 A HE 42 R i it A\
e
Insert

I didn’t have a clue how close | was to winning the role of Maria. And | didn’t
know how close the figures would be, or had been. But | understand that there
was quite a margin in the final. But | thought | was going to be the next one out
to be honest with you — I thought Helena or Siobhan would win it.

Finn: She said she didn’t have a clue how close she was to winning the
role of Maria.

Yang Li: It B O — S AT B o SR

Finn: But she also said she knew there was quite a margin in the final.
Yang Li: Margin # i, {ERZE i 25

Finn: She thought that the other two finalists would win it.
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Yang Li: PEFRATIT T N IRIX B R, AAKBE SR B — DA R Mg At
2N A b P A TN B FE IR T S B MR ?
Insert

Probably because I've never been ‘Miss Popular’ or you know — a big popularity —
if | went on a popularity contest like Big Brother, 1I'd lose!

Finn: Did you get the answer Yang Li?

Yang Li: Yes, because she thought that she had never been ‘Miss Popular’.
ANIRNER A% T

Finn: That’s right. Let’s listen again but here are a few words to help
you:

Miss Popular.

Yang Li: NN ZH T .

Finn: Popularity contest.

Yang Li: IR R L2

Finn: Big Brother.

Yang Li: &Kk

Finn: The right qualities.

Yang Li: EE=]E Y5

Finn: A real relief.

Yang Li: BRI T — .

Finn: The Palladium.

Yang Li: e —k bt — Palladium.
Finn: To make the right decision.
Yang Li: FAEHIERRIPOE .

Insert

Probably because I've never been “Miss Popular” or you know — if I went on a
popularity contest like Big Brother, 1I'd lose! | wanted the public to vote for who
they thought should be Maria. And they did that really well. They were really
clever in their choices of you know, who showed the right qualities in Maria — and
obviously we all had the same vision, which is just — it’s a real relief when | see
people at the stage door and they say “we voted for you 30 times and we made
the right decision”. I’'m so relieved to hear when they say “We really enjoyed the
show tonight at the Palladium — we made the right decision.”
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Yang Li:

Finn:

Yang Li:

Finn:

Insert

A2 dil i T 30 AMEl 5 g L 3E .

Yes, and Connie said that some people voted for her 30 times. And
they were all cheering for her on the opening night at the
Palladium.

FT LIRS A I A 2 AKX AT o AR AR — RUE AR AR 7KW ?
Was her heart thumping on the first night?

Oh | think maybe! Let’s listen to Connie and try to catch the word
that means very nervous:

It was. The opening night was very nerve-racking really. | mean, 1 was probably
less nervous — | kind of thought well, “Oh | don’t care what they think”. But it
didn’t work for long, halfway through “The Hills Are Alive” | was thinking “What
are they thinking, what are they writing”! But | tried to focus my mind on staying
on the mountain really and not falling off it!

Finn:

Yang Li:

Insert

Halfway through, she said she was very nervous. The expression
she used was ‘nerve-racking’.

Nerve-racking 4 A% %3k, But after her experience of singing
on television for the competition, did she find singing in the theatre
more or less frightening?

Less frightening. | think I feel so at home in the theatre and with a company
around me. When you’re on your own just being Connie that’s much more nerve-
racking — you know everyone’s judging you as a person rather than being Maria.

Finn:

Yang Li:

Finn:

Yang Li:

Finn:

Yang Li:
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So she found it less frightening, the expression she used was ‘at
home’ - to feel at home.

To feel at home 4 7EX—F M\ H7E. Because she has the theatre
company around her.

It is also because the audience liked her. In fact as soon as she
appeared on stage, she got an incredible round of applause.

A round of applause —FE# U1 E% . Incredible AAJ L,

And it was unusual, because she was both famous and making her
debut!

Making her debut HE1T )23 -



Insert

I had actually forgotten that, but yeah — there was a round of applause wasn’t
there when | was on the mountain! That’s happened a couple of times in the
previews and a couple of times since. A wonderful reception. You know, | almost
felt they were all on my side from then on.

Finn: She received a round of applause when she was on the mountain.
Yang Li: A round of applause — #1574,

Finn: And she got a wonderful reception.

Yang Li: A wonderful reception 33| T H# I FIMIE

Finn: On BBC Learning English today we are talking to Connie Fisher,

the winning actress for the lead role in the new West End
production ‘The Sound of Music’.

Yang Li: FRATTH SN W A LN R G- 98 5 ) LIE = K LA A b Ut FE) 3 A8 £ A A
AFERIPET o
Finn: The person you are about to hear is very confident that Connie

Fisher will become a huge success.
Insert
I have not the slightest doubt, that unless some awful accident happens or

something - that she is going to emerge as one of the most important stars we’ve
had in musical theatre for many a decade.

Finn: So, he thinks she is going to emerge as one of the most important
stars. To emerge.

Yang Li: To emerge Wig. M, AR E E BN R BE G 2 S P b IR 0L 2
—, &A% many a decade. HLIXIHTEE IHIEAN David lan XS4
Uile?

Finn: Listen out for some of the words he uses which are connected with

the world of theatre and musicals
Insert

She’s fabulous — she’s had to go through the whole programme process as well as
the rehearsals for the stage show and now get to opening night — 2,000 people
every night — she’s wonderful. She’s been very very professional in her attitude —
she learned the part along with the rest of the cast. She’s been directed by the
director and choreographed by the choreographer and there’s been no difference
in the process.
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Finn: The producer is just as confident about Connie’s ability. He says
she is fabulous and wonderful.

Yang Li: Fabulous and wonderful 45l SRS

Finn: And she’s very professional in her attitude. In other words, she has
approached her work in a professional way.

Yang Li: WA AR . AR M G 8 HESR, AN EARATAMA A B . 34T
SCEFNTILASER 3

Finn: Director.

Yang Li: EATIE 7

Finn: Choreographer.

Yang Li: HeZ .

Finn: Rehearsals.

Insert

She’s fabulous — she’s had to go through the whole programme process as well as
the rehearsals for the stage show and now get to opening night — 2,000 people
every night — she’s wonderful. She’s been very very professional in her attitude —
she learned the part along with the rest of the cast. She’s been directed by the
director and choreographed by the choreographer and there’s been no difference
in the process.

Finn: Another person who attended the opening night was Graham
Norton, who presented the TV series to find the new Maria. What
did he have to say?

Insert

If she hadn’t won, | think her head might have exploded — she wanted this so
badly! So she’ll be nervous, but at the same time | think she’ll be like a racehorse
— do you know what | mean - straining at the bit. She’ll want to get out on that
stage and show people what she can do. She was born for this.

Finn: Notice the sentence he used: “If she hadn’t won, her head might
have exploded!”

Yang Li: XL IR A o 2 U R At B BE SR O, S 2R bt o o 4% e P o
PRI T
Finn: He says that Connie will probably be nervous, but “like a racehorse

straining at the bit”.

Yang Li: AU B A AR LSRG, MO AR R B
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Finn: Yes, she was ‘born for it’ as Graham put it. But performing 8 shows
a week can be extremely tiring. Is it exhausting?

Yang Li: Here is Connie again:

Insert

Well, by Friday night you want to go and have a drink afterwards, but you can’t
because you’ve got 2 more shows on Saturday. The thing is, | love playing it, and
I love the response you get at the end of it for working so hard. And you don’t get
anything unless you work hard. So | enjoy working hard and getting such a
response at the end of the show — and | go home feeling happier.

Yang Li: LI B RIX A 55 T IR, DR by AE R385 1 I s 1S 273 B AR P 4
AR, XS kb T

Finn: She goes home feeling happy.

Yang Li: ANt HEE DB T M IR 2

Insert

No regrets, no. I've just had the best year! I mean, | can’t possibly regret
anything, because it’s all led to the best job in musical theatre. It’s the best role |
know in the West End at the moment, the play — | wouldn’t swap it for the world.

Finn: She used the word ‘best’ three times. The best year, the best job
and the best role.

Yang Li: BRI —, S TR, BT

Finn: So, she says, she wouldn’t swap it for the world.
Yang Li: 25 b AEAH SR AN

Insert

No regrets, no. I've just had the best year! I mean, | can’t possibly regret
anything, because it’s all led to the best job in musical theatre. It’s the best role |
know in the West End at the moment, the play — | wouldn’t swap it for the world.

Yang Li: Well, that was Connie Fisher, talking about her lead role in the
West End musical ‘The Sound of Music’.

Finn: In today’s programme, we have heard a lot of expressions related
to theatre and musicals. Shall we have a quick recap Yang Li?

Yang Li: Sure.
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Finn: OK. Nerve-racking.

Yang Li: A NI 5K

Finn: A major part.

Yang Li: — ADEBAA.

Finn: Competition.

Yang Li: tbgg.

Finn: To make her debut.
Yang Li: AR B

Finn: A round of applause.
Yang Li: —REIE

Finn: Fabulous.

Yang Li: iy SR

Finn: Rehearsal.

Yang Li: HESr

Finn: Director.

Yang Li: T

Finn: Choreographer.
Yang Li: EATIE

Finn: Response.

Yang Li: EIJ7

Finn: To swap something for the world.
Yang Li: FHAEASH SRS S )
Finn: And that’s it for this week. | hope you enjoyed our programme and

we’ll see you next time.
Yang Li: See you, bye!

Finn: Bye!

BlBIC)
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