BBC Learning English — 15 Minute Programmes 15 4345 H

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Jane Austen fij- BT

Vicki: Hi, and welcome to BBC Learning English. I'm Vicki and in this

programme we’re going to talk about a famous author from the 19"

century.
Oliver:  —fiHJUZEHITER? R A AR XA e ?
Vicki: Well Oliver, we’re talking about Jane Austen because there’s a new film

about her life, called Becoming Jane.
Oliver:  Jane Austen & {7 ZEXKN?

Vicki: Yes she is one of the most famous female authors ever. You could also

call her a literary figure. Literary means anything to do with books.
Oliver: TP, BAM.

Vicki: She wrote novels like ‘Pride and Prejudice’ and ‘Emma’. Have you read

any of her novels Oliver?
Oliver: A7, FEATLM /N, SRR, & MLid ng?

Vicki: Well sort of, but the film is only based on her life. It’'s not completely

factual.
Oliver: Based on =&+, B+ . Factual ZFH5ZH.

Vicki: Here’s James MacAvoy, an actor in the film to explain. He says the film

is not a biopic.
Oliver:  ZEIJEAECE ) biopic, ikEIAIWFIF James & /54U
Insert

It’s not a biopic really, we’re taking a literary figure, using an early part of her
life, that we know a little bit about to hypothesise.
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Vicki: So the film makers know a little bit about Jane Austen’s life and then

they hypothesise.

Oliver:  Hypothesise HJEEMRZ. BHOEETEERE TH4). Vicki, LA I,
Ay 2 TS B AT LT .

Vicki: Yes, a literary figure.
Oliver: 322K,

Vicki: Based on.

Oliver:  %iF, M T.

Vicki: A biopic.

Oliver:  #ANfLd# .

Vicki: To hypothesise.

Oliver: B, B,

Insert

It’s not a biopic really, we’re taking a literary figure, using an early part of her
life, that we know a little bit about to hypothesise.

Oliver: B4, Hi3% ‘Becoming Jane’ #[iF T 4ettAg?

Vicki: It's the story of why Jane didn’t get married. Her mother wanted her to
find a wealthy husband. Here’s Kirsty Lang from BBC programme Front

Row.
Insert
The film opens with 20 year old Jane coming under pressure from her mother to
find a wealthy husband. But instead she falls in love with a dashing young Irish
lawyer called Tom Lefroy.
Oliver:  WhEAZ TIRZET].
Vicki: Under pressure.
Oliver: WAL HAANRIEE EA, (HEE W T

Vicki: He’s dashing. But at that time it was very important for people to

marry well. That means to marry someone with money or status.

Oliver:  To marry well BR254 Bali A AT N o HEREIX L8 LY 57 1 H g ?
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Vicki: That’s right. But unfortunately for Jane, the man she loved also needed

to marry well.

Oliver: LAY James AL, fb7EHGE B T Jane ZERIINH A

Insert

We believe that his family probably pulled him away, because she wasn’t a good
enough prospect for him. His family, were becoming poor, so it was his
responsibility to revive the fortunes by marrying well you know.

Vicki: Jane wasn’t a good enough prospect.

Oliver: A good prospect # BV R E N . 25 KNSRI & 2 511

Vicki: James said ‘revive the fortunes’.

Oliver:  Torevive il EEEGEED, (R BN S 2.

Insert

We believe his family probably pulled him away, because she wasn’t a good
enough prospect for him. His family, were becoming poor, so it was his
responsibility to revive the ailing fortunes by marrying well you know.

Oliver:  ibFRATHRE > NIA W 2 # 1] ) L

Vicki: Dashing.

Oliver: %K.

Vicki: A good prospect.

Oliver: [P XK,

Vicki: To marry well.

Oliver: B NFK

Vicki: So we’ve heard what the film about Jane Austen’s life is all about, but
what did our BBC film critic Kathryn Hughes think about the actress
playing Jane? Although Jane is an English character, she’s being played
by an American actress, Anne Hathaway. Kathryn says, like several

other American actresses, Anne is good at pretending to be English.
Insert

She joins a long long list of American actresses who do a really good cut glass
English accent that’s absolutely flawless.
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Oliver:  Flawless —JCHR1). A A2 ZIA J7 kAl fb 1 135 (19 W 2

Vicki: She said a cut glass English accent. That just means a very clear,
precise accent, like this. A cut glass English accent.

Oliver:  iX4i#i A cut glass accent Fijeifi 2. MWK 135,

Vicki: But Kathryn doesn’t think that the character in the film is like Jane

Austen really was. She says it doesn’t ring true.
Oliver: XGRS
Insert

But she’s actually playing Jane Austen as a very sweet doe eyed girl, and we
know actually from letters she wrote at the time to her sister that she was a catty
little miss. She was a sharp little thing. So this kind of rather gentle, moist eyed
girl doesn’t really ring true at all.

Vicki: Kathryn describes the character in the film as sweet and gentle. But

Jane Austen wasn'’t really like that in real life, she was sharp and catty.

Oliver: Sharp KWK A1, Catty B (ZIHIK) .

Insert

She joins a long long list of American actresses who do a really good cut glass
English accent that’s absolutely flawless. But she’s actually playing Jane Austen
as a very sweet doe eyed girl, and we know actually from letters she wrote at the
time to her sister that she was a catty little miss. She was a sharp little thing. So
this kind of rather gentle, moist eyed girl doesn’t really ring true at all.

Oliver:  ikFRATHEIRIE— N KA Wr 2.

Vicki: A cut glass accent.
Oliver:  JHMT. HAER L.
Vicki: Flawless.

Oliver:  JCHRI,
Vicki: To ring true.
Oliver:  JxWrsif,
Vicki: Catty.

Oliver: BRI BHES .
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Vicki:

Oliver:

Vicki:

Oliver:

Vicki:

Insert

In BBC Learning English today we’re talking about Jane Austen, the

famous English female author.

BAINA CEANHE T — R a4 P w52 ‘Becoming Jane’. JS Vicki, it
A VAT AR b P /) i i ) R B BRI e 2

Yes, lots. There have been films and TV adaptations of her novels. In
fact there are some new TV versions which have just been made. One

of them is Mansfield Park. Like a lot of Austen’s novels, it’'s about

unrequited love.
Unrequited love %A [E1HR)52, PR T —MEarerHcgg?

It’s about a young girl called Fanny Price. Here’s Kirsty Lang from BBC

Front Row to tell us about her.

She’s a sweet and kind young woman who’s been rescued from poverty by her
rich uncle who lives at Mansfield Park, and she’s secretly in love with her cousin
Edmund. However the rest of the family never allows her to forget her place as
the poor relative.

Oliver:

Vicki:

Oliver:

Vicki:

Oliver:

Vicki:

Oliver:

Vicki:

Oliver:

Vicki:

Oliver:

Fanny 27T ZZIL, (HEA D AR b5 50 N353 th iR
K.

Poverty. And she’s secretly in love with her cousin.

ER M ANBEANABZE 0, A MR 55 .

She’s the poor relative.

Relative . A7 & AT BLUIR AR 26 LA ] J LI 2

Yes, you can also say a relation.

AT A A AN R 2

No, they mean the same. A relative, a relation, a member of your
family.

{EF 1L Fanny’s 7R LA I, X LT T — MR R RLE .

Yes, she’s not allowed to forget her place. In those days social status

was much more important than now, and someone who was poor had

to ‘know their place’.

BB A T ANEAE, A CHIA R4,
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Vicki:

Insert

It's quite an old-fashioned expression.

She’s a sweet and kind young woman who’s been rescued from poverty by her

rich uncle

who lives at Mansfield Park, and she’s secretly in love with her cousin

Edmund. However the rest of the family never allows her to forget her place as
the poor relative.

Vicki:

Oliver:

Vicki:

Oliver:

Vicki:

Oliver:

Vicki:

Oliver:

Vicki:

Oliver:

Vicki:

Oliver:

Vicki:

Oliver:

Let’s hear some of the vocabulary again. Unrequited love.
B B A 52
Poverty.

155

2

A relative or relation.
. (EHLALE Mansfield Park HLifE#yiE Fanny Price g ?

Well it’'s an interesting choice of actress, Billie Piper. She’s a young
actress who is known for her recent role in Doctor Who, a very popular

sci-fl series.
Sci-fi /& science fiction FIZ)/NEI4ES o A BT BIAE ST G IR K BIAN R
W, R

Yes, this period drama is quite different from the sci-fi show Billie was

in recently.
A period drama?

Yes that’s what you call a TV show or film which is in a historical

setting. This is set in 19th century.
J Billie 7EIX A B AR UG AR ?

Well Kirsty Lang asked Kathyrn Hughes, a critic, what she thought. She

wants to know if Billie is convincing.

Convincing it AME IR
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Insert

Kathryn , is she convincing as Fanny Price? No absolutely not, I mean Fanny Price
is this meek, rather plain girl, certainly not this kind of luscious wench that Billy
Piper plays her as. So it didn’t work at all, no.

Oliver:

Vicki:
Oliver:
Vicki:
Oliver:

Vicki:

Oliver:
Insert

Kathryn , i
No absolut

X4 Kathryn Aiifd Billie e i NS, Wi f3 e pyf s Billie fA1RK
ENGE

In the book, Fanny is described as meek and plain.

Meek T, A1 plain S K, ARSIAR.

Whereas the TV character is a luscious wench.

Luscious &A1

Wench is an old fashioned word for a girl or young woman, but it tends

to mean someone quite sexually attractive.

Fesiz, B2 HE BRI HZ Kathryn $iA1T.

s she convincing as Fanny Price?
ely not, I mean Fanny Price is this meek, rather plain girl, certainly not

this kind of luscious wench that Billy Piper plays her as. So it didn’t work at all no.

Oliver:

Vicki:

Oliver:

Vicki:

Oliver:

Vicki:

Oliver:

Vicki:

Oliver:

Vicki:

Oliver:

Vicki:

EBATHEAR G5 — T NIA Wy 2 A3 L2
Sure. Sci-fi, science fiction.
BN

A period drama.

EELT

Convincing.

I AAF IR o

Meek.

TR o

Plain.

WA AR

Luscious.
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Oliver: FHSER

Vicki: However, there is a reason why Billie Piper is a good choice for the
role. She is a popular actress with young people, so it makes the TV
show more appealing to a young audience.

Oliver:  Audience W Ax.

Insert

Billy Piper’s presence does make this very contemporary, and you can see ITV are

clearly marketing this at a young audience. | watched it with my 15 yr old

daughter and she loved it. It’s absolutely right that this should be cast very
young, after all what we’re watching is a lot of teenagers falling in love.

Vicki: Kirsty said that the show is contemporary.

Oliver:  Contemporary S K.

Vicki: And that it’'s marketed at a young audience.

Oliver:  To market something [ifta A 4.

Vicki: And Kathryn says that the story is really about teenagers.
Oliver: /b4,
Insert

Billy Piper’s presence does make this very contemporary, and you can see ITV are
clearly marketing this at a young audience. | watched it with my 15 yr old
daughter and she loved it. It’s absolutely right that this should be cast very
young, after all what we’re watching is a lot of teenagers falling in love.

Oliver:  ibFEATHEEE T,

Vicki: Contemporary.

Oliver: AR,

Vicki: To market something.

Oliver: ] 415,

Vicki: Well that’s all we have time for today.

Oliver: A RETHBEIXE, FRHEL.

Vicki: Bye!
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