BBC Learning English — Listening Page

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme
as broadcast. In the recording and editing process changes may have
been made which may not be reflected here.
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‘First Emperor’ Exhibition, London £—EH#ERH

Insert

For over 2000 years they’ve guarded China’s first emperor, now his Terracotta
Army are on the move. For the first time, they’re coming to the British Museum
for a major exhibition.

Oliver: Hello, Yttt BBC Jifi %=1 H, & Oliver.
Helen: And I'm Helen. Today we start with an invasion of London by

warriors from an ancient Chinese army whose soldiers have stood
guard over a dead emperor for over 2000 years.

Oliver: PANEERIE 2R E A — M H4 BN, Helen, do you know
why f51F is translated as ‘Terracotta Army’?

Helen: Well, I think the name comes from the fact that the figures are
made with terracotta which is a kind of brown-orange clay.

Oliver: Terracotta ;& HI R IX LU (1) U0k 1, Xt & 55 AR S S A4 PRI R
5’%0
Helen: Now, let’s hear a bit more about when this huge Terracotta Army

was unearthed.

Insert

The story of the Terracotta Army amazed the world when figures first began to
emerge from Chinese soil in 1974.

Helen: Although the Terracotta Army was made over 2000 years ago, it’s
really a recent discovery, isn’'t it Oliver?

Oliver: That’s right, Z54h 21 2B 2AE 1974 49 % BLH. 1 think that’s just
unbelievable that something as big as this wasn’t found earlier.
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Helen: And | think the discovery isn’t over yet. Only part of the tomb has
been excavated so far.

Insert

They stood in underground pits near the tomb mound of the first Emperor, Qing
Shuang Di, the man who conquered kingdoms and formed a new nation which
survives to this day as China.

Oliver: That’s a very quick lesson in history. fCyHE N, oG DMK alidE
HRPET S ERSE AR R R.

Helen: He was the man who conquered kingdoms and formed a new
nation. Conquer means to take control of foreign land or a group of
people by force.

Oliver: Conquer fibfik, ML L BAEFSAER . R RAER TIRZ /MES, Jf
RAEN TGP

Insert

He was also a megalomaniac, and he wanted to rule forever. He recreated his
entire imperial court: soldiers, generals, entertainers and animals in life-sized
terracotta, to accompany him in the afterlife.

Helen: He was also a megalomaniac, it’'s a big word. Basically, it means a
person who has great desire for power and control. He believed
that he was very very important and wanted to have power forever.

Oliver: IR BIE R MR

Helen: A megalomaniac.

Oliver: b S R S5 DI AUR] .

Helen: So the first Emperor of China recreated his entire imperial court in
terracotta.

Oliver: FEHEY entire, 2P EERE imperial court. ZE4A 5 5E R TR T A B R RE
Bt o

Helen: To accompany him in the afterlife.

Oliver: S afterlife, Z 4G 24y BAEARAL S AEH N AR FT LAGEIR b A £ . That's

probably every emperor’s dream.
LR ACIN TR A, >k B o [ G 22 (X e e L R A THRIA R T

Helen: A month before the ‘First Emperor’ show is due to open, the
museum has already sold nearly 60,000 advance tickets.

Oliver: JE S T FAE A SR AN R o BUERIHET, WE G TN
FRIESR, N ER WA St
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Helen:

Oliver:

Helen:

Oliver:

Helen:

Oliver:

Helen:

Insert

This shows that the British public is genuinely interested in the
Terracotta Army.

TR, XA R —EHRFERIM Y . And how many people are
expected to visit the show?

Well, the museum predicts that half a million people are expected
to see the exhibition.

That’s pretty impressive.

Yes, and as the first shipment arrived in London, Neil McGregor,
director of British Museum, was excited to show us around.

IR 5152 A Neil [ BAA2 T B T RER R

He also reminded us why the story of the first emperor is worth
telling.

It’s important because the first Emperor is one of the men who changed the
history of the world. He makes China and in some sense it’s the China that we’re
still living with today. But he also makes his tomb, and it's a tomb on a scale that
really doesn’t have any equal anywhere in the world.

Oliver:

Helen:

Oliver:

Helen:

Oliver:

Helen:

Oliver:

Helen:
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W, A BATWEE] T AP AR 2RI 22 A ARE T . Neil $iZ0h 202
AN TS AR

He changed the history of the world. He made China and it’s the
China we’'re still living with today.

KR N ATE 2200 FE 2GS R, BAWPREREZRIG S .
And the tomb he created is on such a scale.
A scale, 741X B2 V5 K.

It’s so big, there’s no other tomb in the world like it, or at least not
discovered yet.

ARG R HAASE, HUE W RO 26 S S MAE, RG24
S AT 50 O ZEVRIR T R (2 BT b7 AR FZE N 1
P, AR 3 S RENS AEAC B Y ?

Good question. How can visitors get a feel of this massive tomb in
the British Museum?



Insert

We’re not going to be able to give you the sense of the massive scale, although
we’ll be able to show that by projections on the screens around the reading room.

Oliver: TWIE T, KR AL RS Y T R SR K HFF
Helen: No, the museum can’t give us the sense of massive scale. But there

will be projections of the actual tomb site on screens.

Oliver: Projection 5%, 752846 5B A e B AR ST 4o 0 e TR 2 0 ok B i 7R A B
T b XFEMLAE S R B B RS EH £ K.

Helen: So what else can visitors do at the London exhibition then?

Insert

What you will be able to do in the British Museum is look these figures in the eye.
You’re going to be able to see how they were made, what extraordinary works of
art, works of sculpture they are, and examine them one by one and engage with

them as separate objects. And that’s something very hard to do in Xian, but with
a smaller number in the British Museum, you’ll be able to do it here.

Oliver: Neil SEF XIS MIEBCATIN RAERATI G T, R A B AR B2 2
T AR HAIAE RS, (HR AT T AN SR B il 2

Helen: That’s the key selling point here. You can get very close to these
figures. You can look them in the eye.

Oliver: TBL%D%AT@%%EXTE to look someone in the eye. X &/~ %
WAHE T AR, B RO ERIEN .

Helen: You can see how they were made.

Oliver: PRAE T A RX Lo f i 2 B A R

Helen: Appreciate what extraordinary works of art and works of sculpture
they are.

Oliver: RUARTT LS B AR FUR B A, [R] 2 R 56 B RESE 20K

Helen: You can also examine them as individuals.

Oliver: M, A7 individuals, WEAR T EAR OOk B BE— RS

Helen: Look at each one of them in detail, engage with them individually,

and that’s something you can’t do in Xian.

Oliver: That’s right, WIRBAEPE 245 SR THMCR I Sl AFEIe SO
Pove, ARl LR B (A T (05 e o

WORLD
SERVICE

bbecchina.com.cn




Insert

What you will be able to do in the British Museum is look these figures in the eye.
You’re going to be able to see how they were made, what extraordinary works of
art, works of sculpture they are, and examine them one by one and engage with

them as separate objects. And that’s something very hard to do in Xian, but with
a smaller number in the British Museum, you’ll be able to do it here.

Helen: Hello, you're listening to BBC Learning English and today we’re at
the preparation ground for the new Terracotta Army exhibition in
London.

Oliver: SAEIUH, RS BOR ST ) TE 38 55 1 e W2 8 00 2 S S A 7 o [ AA M 3

BEAT I AR A TT

Helen: Even though we already know that there’s only going to be a dozen
terracotta figures on display, the museum has dedicated a big
exhibition area for it.

Oliver: RGEFE YR T SR T HLR BT B Y8 & SO i T T TR T .
Helen: There’s a raised platform, underneath an amazing domed ceiling,

it’s almost tomblike.

Oliver: T 76 a raised platform. ERIEKI R T a domed ceiling. 753,
ML AR B — AR S (B

Insert
That’s what worked out very pleasingly, because the only space big enough to
show this exhibition was the reading room. So we built a platform over the desks

and tables, and what you have left is this wonderful cylinder and dome, and it
does feel as if you're in a tomb.

Helen: And in the middle of this newly created exhibition space, there are
boxes and big containers.

Oliver: KT BRI 22 P MR K IR, HLIRIHGZ oK B AP [ 5 A BLE A 2

X
Insert

This is Christmas, as you can see, the boxes on the table, they’re all wrapped up
and we’re slowly unwrapping the presents.

Helen: It’'s Christmas to the museum staff.
Oliver: S, LRSS TAEN SO AE S My, WG T S50 15 SLA L AT 2K

T REHEA RS TR G 7

(BIBIC
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Insert

This is the great moment where colleagues from China are here to supervise the
opening, and the condition check conducted by both sides, the Chinese and the
British Museum side. And it's the most exciting moment of any exhibition,
because this is what we’ve seen in different places in China, or sometimes in seen
only from photographs, and now the boxes are here, and as we unwrap them, the
things are here in London.

Helen: Everything is handled with extreme care.

Oliver: Of course, that goes without saying. ¥4 3k E v F % 568 46 T
TEHTIRE . 85

Helen: Supervise the opening. There is a condition check by both sides,
the Chinese and the British.

Oliver: RO condition check, 2R 6. B M [EE i ke i e il 2 22
SUR SR LiNE RS
Helen: And Neil explains that there’s a 24 hour period for the clay figures

to acclimatize.

Oliver: PSS NV 35S acclimatize.

Insert

That’s what we hope. | mean these are the most exciting things to look at,
because we know that in here are the first of the full-sized terracotta figures. And
after they’ve come off the plane and through customs, they sit for a bit here to
adapt to the change in temperature, humidity, whatever, so we leave them here
for about 24 hours before we open them.

Helen: The containers are very big and have travelled by air from China.
Oliver: [[RERI/TBE BuRES QL e o
Helen: Customs check. Once they’re in the museum, they’re allowed to

adapt to the change in temperature...

Oliver: TV i B R SR

Helen: and humidity.

Oliver: WAL .

Helen: And | think Neil can’t quite believe his eyes that the Terracotta

soldiers are finally here in London.

Oliver: FANZ LI il i ARG B AR M AR T
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Insert

There’s a real chance to see new archaeology, the new discoveries, that are being
allowed out of China for the first time. And we’re just about to open them and
they’re going to get their first view of London.

Helen: Well that’s it about the ‘First Emperor’ exhibition at the British
Museum. If you want more help with your English, go to our
website...

Oliver: www.bbcchina.com.cn

Helen: Or send us an email at chinaelt@bbc.co.uk. See you next timel!

Oliver: Bye!

(BIBIC
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