BBC Learning English — 15 Minute Programmes 15 4345 H

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Cheap Fashion {& B {2

Sun Chen: Hi Jo — that’s a nice shirt you're wearing today? Where did
you get it?

Jo: Actually it was a real bargain...

Sun Chen: B, 2 THM? — how much?

Jo: Well I actually bought it at the supermarket for just a

few pounds. And you’re going to hear a lot more about
cheap clothes in today’s BBC Learning English programme.

Sun Chen: GFml, JATSRKRER, ERE, BAREDHE, M PR .
TR
Jo: And I'm Jo. The cheap fashion business in the UK is booming

at the moment.

Sun Chen: A, BUAE T R R RS, BRI A, AR
PLH L S2 I B, i T IUAE B TR SEAC R o

Jo: So it's not unusual to come back from buying your weekly
food with a nice new pair of jeans or shoes that probably
won't have cost a lot of money.

Sun Chen: ALK, (FE AR EA AT AR L, HAE LR EA I
X ARATEE T o Jane McNally 5l 2 — 7 3208 1 B FIRRE ks 147
LM EE, AT Peacocks.

Jo: Why are cheap fashions suddenly so popular?
Insert

I think today's fashion shopper is a lot more fashion aware than they've ever
been before. And I think this confidence has built up amongst the consumers so
they don’t have to rely on a particular label or brand — and so they're quite happy
to shop around. They want to achieve the looks they don't want to spend a
fortune in getting there because they've got a lot of other priorities to spend their
cash on nowadays so | think it's become perfectly acceptable now to shop in a
value retailer.
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Jane said today's fashion shopper is a lot more fashion
aware.

To be aware /2 & iRE]. BLAERIREIN AN, AT L AR
AR OV H A N o 17 AR S A v, 50
ST B B Sl AR, R

To build up — to build up confidence. And consumers.

WS e . DUERITH S AR A, (R BeRB A (S T .t
BRI A M, RBUE B QSRR T KEEME. ...

To rely on.
BUAE K 22 501 3 # A TE 2 FR R

To shop around. Consumers these days want to look good
and fashionable — or as Jane says they want to achieve the
looks but they don't want to spend a fortune doing that. To
spend a fortune.

£k, A fortune UEAYLZER. XFHRDL, IR IIR, RABEE
NEECEE

I spent a fortune today. So British people want to look good
but don't want to spend a lot of money doing so because
they have a lot of other priorities for spending their cash on
nowadays.

MBI priorities AT T ANF].  #EAEEC T, Cash iX
AN, A H BRI RI R DL .

And because of this it has become perfectly acceptable to
shop in a value retailer.

To be acceptable 7] LI#%%2 to be perfectly acceptable 5&4= 1] LA
%2 a value retailer w2 2RI AL . Have a listen to
Jane again.

I think today's fashion shopper is a lot more fashion aware than they've ever
been before. And I think this confidence has built up amongst the consumers so
they don’t have to rely on a particular label or brand — and so they're quite happy
to shop around. They want to achieve the looks they don't want to spend a
fortune in getting there because they've got a lot of other priorities to spend their
cash on nowadays so | think it's become perfectly acceptable now to shop in a

value retailer.
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We also spoke to Melanie Ricky who works for the UK
fashion magazine Grazia. She thinks that perhaps cheap
fashions don't have the same good quality that expensive
brands do.



Sun Chen: B R IE, FFEAMRAIRHE, REH I EIREIRYG.

Jo: Discerning. D-1-S-C-E-R-N-I1-N-G. You have to be discerning
— if you only want to wear something for two weeks then it's
fine to not spend a lot of money, say £10.

Sun Chen: WIEZEAZ 150 Pk, AntubE U, wiERoo s, FrUXEEA R
TTREANZNEE o AHRAREE RN T FE AR, XL 1A,
NAHHAAGTFWE?

Insert

I think you have to be quite discerning if you're going to buy something that
you'll only wear for two weeks that costs you £10, fine, but if you're going to buy
a handbag or shoes or coat you know you need to spend a bit more money on it
because you need the quality — you need it to last. Cheap clothes don't last.

Jo: Jane McNally actually disagrees with Melanie though.
Sun Chen: Jane XXANETE, BREANFE.
Jo: Jane says that cheap fashions have become so popular

recently because they have improved in recent years. A few
years ago cheap clothes may not have lasted a long time
but that's not really the case now.

Sun Chen: AU, XA KM, AR FEA T Z2A, ()L, X
JR SRR B8] T . Here's Jayne.

Insert

I think also that the best value retailers have really upped the ante massively in
terms of their fashion content over the last few years. We've actually spent a lot
of time and effort on getting our fit and quality standards absolutely correct. |
think maybe going back a couple of years there was some work to be done but
nowadays | think our fit and quality standards are really there.

Jo: Let's just take a look at some of Jayne’s language. She says
the best value retailers have upped the ante massively in
terms of their fashion content over the last few years. To up

the ante.

Sun Chen: ermTEKHE . BIEIXSE BRI e s, CAER AL L, #aT A
HHFESSE T,

Jo: Massively — they've upped the ante a lot in terms of fashion

content. In terms of.

Sun Chen: HE BT ATE, At st Gl 5 . Jane BiflAT 12 =
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TRZIE, ORI m TR K. KRGS, B
Fit...and quality standards.
K HE. AR A B 25 JLAENE.....

If you go back a couple of years there was some work
to be done.

ARy, . e AR E2 ] TIXAKF. Jane
TRA— .

Now we are there — now we have achieved a good
standard, good quality.

Let's just re-cap some of today's fashion language so far
in this programme — we talked about building up
confidence.

RV SEIS

And very important for shopping — consumers.
HH .

You might spend a fortune when you're shopping.
te— Rk

And you need cash to shop.

VORI

And you can buy cheap fashions at value retailers.
Y2 BT B 325 .

We talked about being discerning.

ARG,

And those value retailers have really upped the ante in
recent years.

RITFES T

FATRIA W 22, AL, BRIRATTFERRAT I 2, A
I3 BRI EL . BATT R W S W R B AT, HE B AR T

Do British people prefer to buy cheaper clothes as the recent
success of cheap fashions would suggest — or are there a lot
of fans of designer labels?
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I AL KR

Listen out for an interesting expression that means
ordinary or normal.

- 1 used to buy an awful lot of designer clothes but then | discovered percentage
mark up on them and that put me right off them.
- 1 don't really put a focus on the brand. | guess | just have to like to piece of

clothing

- I never ever ever buy designer labels because | refuse to advertise somebody's

label!

- It depends on occasion, where I'm going. If I'm going to wedding, | would go
for a designer at that time.

- 1 do buy designer labels if I buy a suit for example for work but just casually |
just buy run of the mill jeans and tops.
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So did you catch the expression meaning ordinary,
normal? It was run-of-the-mill.

Run-of-the-mill 2 k.

Anyway, one woman said she used to buy designer labels.
XA Ui DART 2 e & KA, I AT A AEAN T e ?
Well she discovered the percentage mark-up on them?

Percentage i 4rtb mark-up t/&bsti. Wk A, EokfA
LR AR, SEBS B HEA IR B, & SZMaf 2 IEs 5.

So the mark-up is very big — so she stopped buying them!
One woman said she would never buy designer labels
because she refuses...

fhdi, Whnl ARG IR LR G A, YT, B2 to advertise.

She refuses to advertise someone else's label. Another
person said they don't like to focus on brands.

HOE R A3 )L AR BHER T B AR O T, MIlER
DA A L

But there are some people who are happy to buy designer
clothes. One woman said it depends on the occasion.

LRt At . LS NS, Bas IHRA M L
Ko T WRAIIEE, 2 €T .

Another occasion to buy a designer label would be for a
suit for work.
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— Bk,

But that man gave us the interesting expression — run-
of-the-mill. He said he would wear a designer suit for work
— but casually.

RIN . RNk Casual clothes.

Casually he would just wear run-of-the-mill jeans and
tops.

XA 5 A B R A AR B A, B4t Tops.
eI HAL LS TR, ARX LR, # i a top.

Let's listen to those people again.

- 1 used to buy an awful lot of designer clothes but then | discovered percentage
mark up on them and that put me right off them.
- 1 don't really put a focus on the brand. | guess | just have to like to piece of

clothing

- I never ever ever buy designer labels because | refuse to advertise somebody's

label!

- It depends on occasion, where I'm going. If I'm going to wedding, | would go
for a designer at that time.

- 1 do buy designer labels if I buy a suit for example for work but just casually |
just buy run of the mill jeans and tops.
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Let's take another look at some more of today's language
once more. We talked about designer labels.

VBN E U

We learnt the expression run-of-the-mill.
— AL

A percentage.

Fre MBS A AR L ...
Mark-up.

E{EEC

To refuse.

™ o

To advertise.

Rk
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To focus on something.

MR, JEE........

Suit. A suit.

IR R .. ...

Casual clothes.

S [y R B I L Ul e (U

Yes, that was — a top.

And that just about brings us to the end of our fashionable
BBC Learning English programme. Are you someone

who likes designer labels, Sun Chen? Or do you prefer cheap
fashions?

I like to have more cheap clothes but sometimes on
occasions you have to wear something which is very special.

What about you Jo?

Well as you heard at the start of the programme | love
to find a bargain.

Wi, Jo fZHE B XA RIS SHT L. So you like to shop
around for cheap fashions?

That's right. | think the quality is fine and it means you can
have a better variety of clothes because you can buy more.

A UAAE, Jo BUAET ISR LT T, DU FRATRY H 5 E 2l
iR T

OK it's time to go shopping. We'll see you next time.

Bye!



