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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Teenage Jobs EH/DEIT T

Vicki: Hi, and welcome BBC Learning English. I'm Vicki.

Chen Li: Hi, KA R .

Vicki: In today’s programme, we’re talking about children in the UK
working.

Chen Li: PRIE VAL A AR — 2 TA g 2

Vicki: No, I mean children having jobs.

Chen Li: BB ARG AN ? MEEMAIAL Lo ?

Vicki: Yes, but teenagers in the UK are allowed to do some paid work as

well as going to school.

Chen Li: Jiick, SRR DR R I AT LT T
Vicki: Yes, but there are lots of rules about it. Here’s Sandy Hobbs from

the University of Paisley, who’s done some studies into child
working.
Insert
If you are under the minimum school leaving age — in other words, the June after
your 16" birthday — you need to have permission of your local authority if you're
to have a job. The national law theoretically allows people to work from the age
of 13 in certain restricted jobs, but a local authority has the right to have a bye-
law which says 14 is the minimum age.

Vicki: So the rules apply if a child is under the minimum school leaving

age.
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Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Vicki:

Chen Li:

Insert

WYL, XL TAIIE 16 & R AR R T AR o

The youngest that anyone can have a job is 13, and they can only
work in certain restricted jobs.

Restricted 2Rl

Local authorities can decide to make bye-laws to make the rules
stricter.

A bye-law 15 PEVEREE, W R ARYE AU T2, 7 B 500 o LAl b

T RE R

Other parts of the law are more complicated. The law lays down limitations on the
kind of jobs that can be done, the age at which you can work, the hours you can
work. If they’re washing up that’s legal, but it’s illegal for somebody under 16 to
be preparing food.
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Limitations.

b2 T AT, BT DRI R, (BRI RVF 4, NIHERE
YA AT IWT S F)— ST AR 1
Minimum school leaving age.
BRI R AR R

Restricted.

5 P BB o

Bye-law.

M7

Limitations.

IR Z R

Here’s the information about the laws again:
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Insert

If you are under the minimum school leaving age — in other words, the June after
your 16" birthday — you need to have permission of your local authority if you're
to have a job. The national law theoretically allows people to work from the age
of 13 in certain restricted jobs, but a local authority has the right to have a bye-
law which says 14 is the minimum age.

Other parts of the law are more complicated. The law lays down limitations on the
kind of jobs that can be done, the age at which you can work, the hours you can
work. If they’re washing up that’s legal, but it’s illegal for somebody under 16 to
be preparing food.

Chen Li: BATRIA W BIAETEE, FEEAE 13-16 & 2 (8] /D4 ] DL\ FH— LG i)Y T
Y, IS AT TAE AR TR EAE? ZUM AT X AN G 45 5 D AR AL I TR AEREAMT T
g ?

Vicki: Well here’s Clarissa Williams, a head teacher, to give us her

opinion.

Insert

Well, I think earning money is a very good idea, the maturity that comes after
work experience is very noted. They feel much more responsible, they learn
about money management, all the life skills that in fact schools are expecting
young people to achieve. My concern as a head teacher would be about any
negative impact that could have on learning. And if their studies are affected by
not having the balance, and being sufficiently organised or being too tired, then
we would have concerns.

Chen Li: IR T AT TR b

Vicki: They show more maturity.

Chen Li: Maturity .

Vicki: They learn about money management.
Chen Li: BRI

Vicki: And gain other life skills.

Chen Li: Life skills —2e4: 75 fE.
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Insert

Well, I think earning money is a very good idea, the maturity that comes after
work experience is very noted. They feel much more responsible, they learn
about money management, all the life skills that in fact schools are expecting
young people to achieve.

Vicki: But she said there can be a negative impact too.

Chen Li: A negative impact —/M I

Vicki: Their studies can be affected by not having the right balance.
Chen Li: P o

Vicki: Children need to have enough time to do paid work as well as their

school work, not instead of it! Clarissa gave an example of when
children are doing too much.
Insert

My concern as a head teacher would be about any negative impact that could
have on learning. And if their studies are affected by not having the balance, and
being sufficiently organised or being too tired, then we would have concerns.
Some of them have two or three jobs, some of them have a cleaning job, they
might work in a fish and chip shop, they may do babysitting.

Chen Li: A B AR A Y B = A T AR
Vicki: For example, a cleaning job.
Chen Li: AESHELE S

Vicki: Working in a fish and chip shop.
Chen Li: TE— KBS FMANSLEST T,

Vicki: And babysitting.

Chen Li: CORA o T T2 FATTI 7 20 ) — S8 ] i
Vicki: Maturity.

Chen Li: B

Vicki: Money management

Chen Li: BRI

Vicki: Life skills.
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Insert

CROEF T

A negative impact.

— RIS

Babysitting.

([1G73/ER

So we’ve heard some of the laws about children working in the UK,
and we’ve heard from a teacher about the possible impact on their
school work. But what do parents and children think about having a

job while still at school?

N A BRI ST K SO LR IB R B AR I

Mother: Well | just think it helps to make her a little bit more independent;
because, well, she relies on me financially and | work very hard. So | do think at
some point she needs to get a job and realise it doesn’t grow on trees. She’s
learning to drive, so driving lessons are very expensive. She needs to show some
responsibility that she’s willing to earn the money to put towards what we’ve

given her.

Daughter: | want one because | want my own money, and want to spend it on
what | want, when | want.
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So the mother thinks it will make her daughter more independent.
Independent %/,

And she also wants her daughter to understand about money. She
used an idiom — “it doesn’t grow on trees”.

Tl R ERAGR AW L, AT SO, A HBEMNR BT
Kk, R EASHRIEDHESHRIN.

She gave the example that her daughter is learning to drive, which
is very expensive, so she thinks she should show some
responsibility.

Responsibility 5i{T, 37,
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Vicki: She should be willing to earn some money to put towards what the
parents give her.

Chen Li: To earn £#4%. To put towards, ¥ .

Vicki: And the daughter would like to have her own money to spend on
whatever she likes.

Insert

Mother: Well | just think it helps to make her a little bit more independent;
because, well, she relies on me financially and | work very hard. So | do think at
some point she needs to get a job and realise it doesn’t grow on trees. She’s
learning to drive, so driving lessons are very expensive. She needs to show some
responsibility that she’s willing to earn the money to put towards what we’ve
given her.

Daughter: | want one because | want my own money, and want to spend it on
what | want, when | want.

Chen Li: AL T LN, BRI, REITIET?

Insert

— When | was 13, | started as paperboy. At the age of 15, although | was still a
paperboy at the time, | worked at the local supermarket. Later on when | was 16,
I got a summer job part-time working in the office of a family friend — so that
meant one summer | was actually doing three jobs.

— First of all | started off with a paper round when | was about 12, and then |
worked in a shoe shop. | worked after school and on Saturdays, and then | also
worked on a farm. Then as soon as | was 17 and | was old enough to drive, | got
job at a supermarket which wasn’t within walking distance but paid better, so it
made sense to go and work there.

— The first job 1 can remember doing was delivering newspapers, so | must’ve
been about 13 or 14. And | had to get up really really early in the morning, and
go and collect the newspapers from the newsagents, then cycle round a route and
deliver the newspapers, then go back home, and then, go to school.

— | used to work in the local fudge factory. I had the honour of packing this into
small cartons. | did this at the age of 16.

Vicki: So one of the most common jobs that children can do is a paper
round.
Chen Li: MR BRER . ER 4, R R IA R AR,
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Vicki: A child who does this job is called a paper boy or paper girl.
Another common job for children to have is working in a shop or

supermarket. | had a Saturday job in a supermarket when 1 was

16.
Chen Li: A Saturday job 7EJHAHT T, 4% et —F )G i,
Vicki: And other teenagers work in factories.
Chen Li: Factories 1) .
Vicki: Or in an office. One person there said he worked during the school

holidays as well.

Chen Li: WURZ A BT, AT I, AT LACE 2 /3% )L
Vicki: We also asked some parents if they would encourage their children

to get a job while at school.
Insert

— Yes, of course, they should get out and work! | think that'd be excellent if they
wanted to do that actually.

— | think introducing them to the world of work at an early age is really good for
them. Because it encourages them to earn their own money and know what it’s
like in the grown up world. When | was a child, |1 saved up money from my paper
round and bought myself a stereo, and had great satisfaction in that I'd actually
worked hard and had something to show for it at the end, and | would definitely
encourage that with my kids.

— In London | would worry about my children delivering newspapers, early in a
dark winter’s morning. But I think it would be very good for them to get work
experience, and perhaps help in a hospital or school. They should experience the
world of work but I would feel worried about them doing paid employment.

- Well 1 was constantly trying to get my daughter out to get a job, because |
thought that it’d be good for her, but she was quite lazy and she didn’t want to do
it. Even if it’s not paid work, some voluntary work would’ve been nice.

Chen Li: Bk, FATI K 2 BB AA T %7 AE A RE ST RN, AT BLEA AR
A

Vicki: Several people used the phrase “it’s good for them”.

Chen Li: WEE YR %1 KA 2 At
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Vicki: Two people suggested alternatives to paid employment. One man
thought his daughter should have done some voluntary work.

Chen Li: WL,

Vicki: And one mother said she would worry about her children doing a

paper round, but she thinks children should get work experience.

Chen Li: 50 2 RTINS TR () oA AR S, AT AT AR R — L TAE LG .
Vicki: Let’s recap some of the language we’ve heard in the last part of the

programme. To earn.

Chen Li: ek

Vicki: It doesn’t grow on trees.

Chen Li: ARREER], EFEEN,

Vicki: A paper round.

Chen Li: IR .

Vicki: Voluntary work.

Chen Li: WL,

Vicki: Work experience.

Chen Li: TAEZL

Vicki: Well, I hope you’ve enjoyed hearing about how teenagers work in

the UK. Please join us again for another programme.
Chen Li: UG H R

Vicki: Bye!
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