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In the long term, how many buses per year does the company wish to sell?
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Richard Westcott, BBC Science and Technology Correspondent

If we are going to clean up the air in our towns and cities, we've got to attract
more people onto public transport. And that means getting rid of all those diesel
buses chugging around. And that is where this new piece of technology comes in.
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Designed by an ex-Formula One engineer and his team, it looks like a normal
double-decker. But they say they found a way of boosting how far it can go on
one charge.
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Richard Westcott, BBC Science and Technology Correspondent

It's got five batteries like this one secreted around the vehicle, but that's not the
clever bit. The clever bit is at the back because apparently with electric buses
they can use as much energy just heating and cooling the cabin as they do
physically driving along. So, they have developed much more efficient air
conditioning. And that means, overall, it's got a much longer range.
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lan Foley used to work for Williams and Lotus, until he decided to turn his skills to
something a bit less racy.

R« IR Oy — 2 RE AR R DA BB AR AN B R i (OO %987 ) AR, HEIMb
TRE B TR — 3 A A AN 4 i 6 A ) 37

lan Foley, Managing Director, Equipmake

It's still a big challenge. Interestingly, weight is an issue just like in Formula One,
because the batteries we need for the electric bus are very heavy. We still need to
be able to carry 87 passengers. And so, it's quite a big challenge to get the weight
distribution right on the vehicle for the electric bus.
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Richard Westcott, BBC Science and Technology Correspondent
So, some of that learning from your earlier career has helped you with this?
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lan Foley, Managing Director, Equipmake

Absolutely. And we've got quite a few of the guys who | worked with earlier on in
my career here, kind of working on weight saving and a very efficient mechanical
design.
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The key technology has been designed at a factory near Norwich [UK].
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Long term, they want to make 200 vehicles a year to be sold all over the world,
but still built locally.
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lan Foley, Managing Director, Equipmake

We've got the resources here. We've got the people here. Our batteries are made
locally here. So, it's really important for us to make everything here in the UK.
90% of our product is actually made on this site.

A - 3R i[H Equipmake AL
“HATIX AU, AT AT AR AR A BT DA RATIOR U, AR
] i)t — VB A AR B FRATT O0% /™ it AR A AR IX N i s A2 7= ()
Bus giant, Go Ahead, is trialling one on a London route.
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So, the vehicle is going to be taking its first passengers later in the spring.
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It wants to sell 200 vehicles a year.
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