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London City first in UK to get remote air BB
traffic control
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I’'m looking at the runway of London City Airport. It’s easy to pick out every detail from
the aircraft to people walking around and birds flying nearby. But that runway is actually

more than a hundred miles away.

The images are being fed onto high-definition television screens because I'm inside
Britain’s first digital control tower which, after extensive testing, will eventually go live

in 2019.

The airport has worked with air traffic controllers at Nats to test the system. They insist
it’s safer for many reasons. Controllers can overlay radar data onto the live screens to
make it easier to keep track of aircraft. They can zoom in for detail, light up the runway
at night, even follow rogue drones straying into dangerous areas. They also insist it’s
been independently stress-tested to ensure it can’t be hacked or brought down by

power failures.
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I. When will Britain’s first digital control tower go live?
2. Who has London City Airport worked with to test the system?

3. True or false? Controllers insist that the system cannot endure security and potential power
failures.

4. Which word in the text means ‘a large range and scale of’?

ER

I. When will Britain’s first digital control tower go live?
Britain’s first digital control tower will eventually go live in 2019.

2. Who has London City Airport worked with to test the system?
London City Airport has worked with air traffic controllers at Nats to test the

system.

3. True or false? Controllers insist that the system cannot endure security and potential power

failures.
False. Controllers insist that the system has been independently stress-tested to
ensure it can’t be hacked or brought down by power failures.

4. Which word in the text means ‘a large range and scale of’?
Extensive.
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