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This is the year when the reform set in train by Michael Gove start to affect England’s
exam system. Changes which he promised would make the qualifications more ambitious

with the intention of stretching the brightest pupils further.

In English language, English literature and maths, the GCSE content is now more
demanding. For these subjects only, grades will go from a top 9 down to |, instead of A*
to G. A number 4 will count as a ‘standard pass’. Fewer teenagers will get the very top

grade of 9.

In Wales, the A* to G system is being kept, although six GCSEs have been reformed. There
are now two maths GCSEs: one aimed at numeracy needed for work or training, the

other more advanced, abstract maths needed for some university courses.
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I. What will a number 4 mean in the new GCSE grading system?

2. How is the new system affecting Wales?

3. True or false? In English literature, the GCSE content is now much easier.

4. Which word in the text means ‘areas of knowledge that you study at school, college or

university’?
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I. What will a number 4 mean in the new GCSE grading system?
A number 4 will count as a ‘standard pass’ in the new exam system.

2. How is the new system affecting Wales?
In Wales, the A* to G system is being kept, although six GCSEs have been
reformed.

3. True or false? In English literature, the GCSE content is now much easier.
False. In English literature, the GCSE content is now more demanding, which
means it is harder.

4. Which word in the text means ‘areas of knowledge that you study at school, college or
university’?
Subjects.
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