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Financial support for NHS blood victims? i
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The public inquiry is covering events in the 1970s and 80s, which led to tens of thousands
of NHS patients being infected with HIV and hepatitis C through contaminated blood

products. Nearly three thousand haemophiliacs died as a result of their treatment.
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At preliminary hearings last month, concerns were expressed about access to financial
support. In his letter to Cabinet Office Minister David Lidington, Sir Brian Langstaff notes
"the repeated calls for financial assistance which fully recompenses those who've

suffered." He says decisive action should be taken.
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A government spokesman said the inquiry was "a priority" and a reply would be made to

the letter "in due course".
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I. How were tens of thousands of people infected with HIV and hepatitis C?
2. True or false? There were no fatalities as a result of the infection.

3. What have victims repeatedly been asking for?

4. When does the government intend to reply to the letter?
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I. How were tens of thousands of people infected with HIV and hepatitis C?

They were infected through contaminated blood products.

2. True or false? There were no fatalities as a result of the infection.
False. Nearly three thousand haemophiliacs died as a result of their

treatment.

3. What have victims repeatedly been asking for?
According to Sir Brian Langstaff, those who have suffered have repeatedly

called for financial assistance.

4. When does the government intend to reply to the letter?

A spokesman for the government said a reply would be made in due course.
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