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A black hole is an object that has such a large gravitational pull, not even light can escape.
It devours all that comes in its vicinity. The one photograph measures 25 billion miles

across — that’s three million times the size of the Earth.
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The image shows an intensely white ring of fire. The lower half is considerably brighter,
creating the impression of a smile amid the darkness of the cosmos. It's caused by
superheated gas falling into the hole and is brighter than all the billions of other stars in

the galaxy combined.
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The ring surrounds a dark circle, which is the black hole itself. The image matches what
theoretical physicists and indeed Hollywood directors, imagine black holes to look like.
But having their first real picture will enable researchers to learn more about the nature of

space and time and ultimately our own existence.
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I. True or false? This black hole contains all the billions of stars found in the galaxy.
2. In terms of size, how does this black hole compare with the Earth?

3. What cannot escape from this black hole?

4. Which part of the photograph shows the actual black hole?
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I. True or false? This black hole contains all the billions of stars found in the galaxy.
False. The white ring of fire around the black hole is brighter than all the

billions of other stars in the galaxy combined.

2. In terms of size, how does this black hole compare with the Earth?
This black hole is twenty five billion miles across - that’s three million times the

size of the Earth.

3. What cannot escape from this black hole?

Not even light can escape from the black hole.

4. Which part of the photograph shows the actual black hole?
It is the dark circle in the photograph which is the black hole itself.
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