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Human-made objects to outweigh living YORH
things
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From plastic bottles, to bricks and concrete — the weight of all the things
humans produce to build homes, roads and machines has been doubling every

twenty years.
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At the same time, the weight of all living things, known as biomass, has been

falling slightly, mainly due to the loss of forests.
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Researchers at the Weizmann Institute of Sciences in Israel have calculated that
by the end of the year, the world will have reached a crossover point where

human-made stuff outweighs that of living things.
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The amount of concrete, bricks, wood, metal and other objects weighs in at over

a teratonne.
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1. Name three things mentioned which are made by humans.

2. How often has the weight of all the things humans produce been doubling?
3. What is the weight of all living things known as?

4. According to the calculation of researchers, what will have happened by the
end of 20207
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1. Name three things mentioned which are made by humans.

Any three of the following: plastic bottles, bricks, concrete, homes, roads,
machines, and some human-made building materials made from wood and
metal.

2. How often has the weight of all the things humans produce been doubling?
It has been doubling every twenty years.

3. What is the weight of all living things known as?

It’s known as ‘biomass’.

4. According to the calculation of researchers, what will have happened by the
end of 20207

The world will have reached a crossover point where human-made stuff
outweighs that of living things.
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