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A68a iceberg: Science mission to SEHE
investigate frozen giant
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Icebergs like A68a break away from Antarctica only every few decades. And
wherever they drift, they can have a major influence on their immediate
environment, changing the temperature of the sea and introducing billions of

tonnes of fresh water.
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A team led by the British Antarctic Survey is going to dispatch robot vehicles
under and around A68a to see how it's altering conditions in the marine food
chain at South Georgia - from the plankton at the bottom, to the penguins, seals

and whales at the top.
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The worry is the berg could get stuck in shallows, unsettling the ecosystem for
years. But scientists have also noticed that the berg is crumbling. There's every

possibility it could break apart in spectacular style very soon.
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1. True or false? Icebergs drifting away from Antarctica have little impact on their
immediate environment.

2. How often do icebergs like A68a break away from Antarctica?
3. Where is the team going to dispatch their robot vehicles?

4. What is the worry about the giant iceberg?
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1. True or false? Icebergs drifting away from Antarctica have little impact on their
immediate environment.

False. Wherever they drift, they can have a major influence on their immediate
environment.

2. How often do icebergs like A68a break away from Antarctica?

Icebergs like A68a break away from Antarctica only every few decades.

3. Where is the team going to dispatch their robot vehicles?

The team is going to dispatch their robot vehicles under and around A68a.
4. What is the worry about the giant iceberg?

The worry is the berg could get stuck in shallows, unsettling the ecosystem for
years.
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