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Traffic noise impairs songbirds' abilities S
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Rather than studying birds in the wild, these researchers brought recordings of
traffic noise from the nearby road into their lab and put captive zebra finches to

the test.
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The scientists designed tasks to mimic the problem-solving the birds have to do
to find food - flipping over leaf-like lids to reveal a treat and working out how to

reach a food reward that's hidden inside a cylinder.
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In a quiet laboratory, birds were twice as likely to succeed, and to find the food,

than when traffic recordings were being played.

FE— DLl = B, ) LIk BRI n] BE T A R RS e o S 5 I AR A £

Media English ©British Broadcasting Corporation 2021
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page 1 of 4



The discovery adds to mounting evidence that the sound we put into the

environment has unexpected negative impacts on wildlife.
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Studies have shown that noise can affect insect behaviour, and noise pollution in

the ocean has even been linked with whale strandings.
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But these researchers say that with clever engineering of tyres and road
surfaces, there is scope to insulate the natural world from at least some of our

noise.
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1. True or false? The researchers studied birds on a nearby road.

2. What tasks did the scientists set in order to mimic the problem-solving the
birds have to do to find food?

3. In the experiment, were the birds more likely to find food in a quiet or noisy
environment?

4. What could help reduce traffic noise, according to the researchers?
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3. &R
1. True or false? The researchers studied birds on a nearby road.

False. Rather than studying birds in the wild, these researchers brought
recordings of traffic noise from the nearby road into their lab.

2. What tasks did the scientists set in order to mimic the problem-solving the
birds have to do to find food?

Some tasks involved flipping over leaf-like lids to reveal a treat and working
out how to reach a food reward that's hidden inside a cylinder.

3. In the experiment, were the birds more likely to find food in a quiet or noisy
environment?

The birds were twice as likely to find food in a quiet environment.
4. What could help reduce traffic noise, according to the researchers?

Researchers say that with clever engineering of tyres and road surfaces, there
is scope to insulate the natural world from at least some of our noise.
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