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Elephants counted from space for FUHEH
conservation
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When you first look at it, the image is a series of grey blobs amid a forest of
green splotches. But when you study it closely, the picture the researchers are

using, taken from space, is of a herd of elephants wandering through the trees.
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The scientists used a series of these images — pictures of one National Park in
South Africa, taken by a satellite — to test a new way of monitoring the African

elephant population.
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The laborious task of actually counting the animals was all done via machine
learning. By essentially showing a computer dozens of these pictures, the
researchers trained it to correctly pick out and count elephants amid trees, rocks

and other animals.
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The scientists say this combination of space-based imaging and artificial
intelligence could boost conservation efforts by allowing thousands of square

miles of habitat to be surveyed in a single day.
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1. True or false? The pictures mentioned in the text were taken in a National Park in
South Affrica.

2. For what purpose did the scientists use the images?
3. How was the task of counting elephants carried out?

4. According to the scientists, what could the combination of space-based
imaging and artificial intelligence mean for the future?
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1. True or false? The pictures mentioned in the text were taken in a National Park in
South Affrica.

False. These pictures were taken from space by a satellite.
2. For what purpose did the scientists use the images?

They used them to test a new way of monitoring the African elephant
population.

3. How was the task of counting elephants carried out?

The laborious task of actually counting the animals was all carried out via
machine learning.

4. According to the scientists, what could the combination of space-based
imaging and artificial intelligence mean for the future?

They say it could boost conservation efforts by allowing thousands of square
miles of habitat to be surveyed in a single day.
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