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Underwater avalanche continued for B
two days
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We’ve all seen pictures of an avalanche falling down a mountain. Now, imagine
this mighty force tumbling down a slope for two whole days. This gives you a
sense of the volume of sand and mud that collapsed down the Congo Canyon -a

sinuous channel that leads away from the West African coastline.
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An international team of scientists were in the fortunate position to catch the
action because they’d lined the channel with instruments. Each sensor popped
to the surface to email home, as the so-called turbidity current roared past. The
observations provide critical new insights on how these huge sediment flows are
triggered. And this gives telecoms companies fresh ideas on how to protect

submarine cables.
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Cables can be repaired in weeks by pulling them up and patching — much like you
might fix a power cable sliced through by a lawnmower. But delays are costly -
money transfers going over these underwater connections have a daily value of

trillions of dollars.

B A HEL W] DS R 2 3 K TR A AL, o R AE S B8, IXANME B R F LD
R LR A R — AN B (BB 3 S I TR S iR AR e B A, 22 FRKC RS 1R 56 B
Bt e AR IMERT 12357t

1. WICR

avalanche (FRE. WA Fik
tumbling Wi, Y

sinuous channel g A5 1111 $ 1) 30 T
instruments &=

sensor 1R A%

turbidity current TR

insights RZ WA

sediment flows VIR

submarine KT, R

costly ot i), AT
money transfers jAsent iy

Media English ©British Broadcasting Corporation 2021

bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page 2 of 4




2. FEERE. BERE R, BETIR&E. ERLTRO

1. How long has this underwater avalanche been happening for?

2. How did the sensors tell scientists what had happened?

3. Why might the scientists’ observations help telecoms companies?

4. What flows through these underwater cables that have a daily value of trillions
of dollars?
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1. How long has this underwater avalanche been happening for?

The sand and mud avalanche has been tumbling down a slope for two whole
days.

2. How did the sensors tell scientists what had happened?

As the avalanche moved past, sensors popped to the surface to email a
message home to the scientists.

3. Why might the scientists’ observations help telecoms companies?

The observations give telecoms companies fresh ideas on how to protect
submarine cables.

4. What flows through these underwater cables that have a daily value of trillions
of dollars?

Money transfers going over these underwater connections have a daily value of
trillions of dollars.
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