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Still hope for an endangered porpoise JUEH
species
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The tiny, silvery porpoise known as the vaquita is facing an existential threat
from becoming entangled and killed in fishing nets. And with fewer than a dozen
vaquitas left in waters off the coast of Mexico, time is running out to save the

species.
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But now a glimmer of hope. A study of DNA samples obtained over the past few
decades suggests the animals are naturally genetically fitter than expected for

such a small population and should be able to bounce back from extinction.
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The researchers, based in California, say we now face a choice either to enforce

protection measures to save the vaquita or watch the last of the kind die out.
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1. What does the vaquita look like?

2. What things are threatening the survival of the vaquitas?

3. How many vaquitas are left in the waters off the coast of Mexico?

4. What did DNA samples reveal about the vaquita?
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1. What does the vaquita look like?

The vaquita is tiny and silver-coloured.

2. What things are threatening the survival of the vaquitas?

Getting trapped and dying in fishing nets.

3. How many vaquitas are left in the waters off the coast of Mexico?
Less than a dozen.

4. What did DNA samples reveal about the vaquita?

For such a small population, they are genetically fitter than expected.

Media English ©British Broadcasting Corporation 2022
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page3of 3



