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2,400-year-old toilet found in R
China?
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During excavations of ancient palace ruins in the central city of Xi'an in the
summer, archaeologists unearthed broken parts of the old toilet as well as a bent

flush pipe.
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In their report, researchers say it could be 2,400 years old. If true, that would make
it the oldest flushing toilet ever found. But what they can't say is whether users

sat on a seat or squatted over it because the top part is missing.
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Prior to this discovery, the invention of the first flushing toilet was widely credited
to English courtier John Harrington, who supposedly installed one for Queen
Elizabeth in the 16th Century — though 4,000-year-old drainage systems that

might have been connected with toilets have been found in northwest India.
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The recent find is part of a broader effort to understand ancient Chinese
dynasties, including how people lived and how their cities were constructed.
Archaeologists are now analysing soil samples collected from the toilets in the

hope of finding out what people ate during that time.
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1. HICR
unearthed KI T
flush K
squatted PEE
credited PN AR, BITh 5
drainage HK &4
dynasties LiERe
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1. Where were the broken parts of the old toilet found?
2. Why don't the researchers know how people used the toilet?

3. Before this discovery, who was thought to have invented the first flushing
toilet?

4. Why are archaeologists now examining soil samples from the toilets?
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1. Where were the broken parts of the old toilet found?

The parts were found in ancient palace ruins in the central city of Xi'an.
2. Why don't the researchers know how people used the toilet?

Researchers can't say whether users sat on a seat or squatted over it because the
top part is missing.

3. Before this discovery, who was thought to have invented the first flushing
toilet?

English courtier John Harrington, who supposedly installed one for Queen
Elizabeth in the 16th Century.

4. Why are archaeologists now examining soil samples from the toilets?

Because they are trying to discover what people ate during that time.
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