BBC Learning English — On The Town

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Welcome to On the Town from BBC Learning English. My name's
Finn.
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Yes today we've just arrived in a part of London which is called
Canary Wharf. It's on the River Thames.

Canary 4:#4, wharf 143k, That's a cute name!

Yes but Zoé&, you won't find many canaries here unfortunately!
This area originally used to be one of the busiest docks in the
world, with all the main docks for London.
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You won't find many boats here either. It's now been transformed
into an important financial centre for London, with modern

buildings built on top of these old docks.

It has been transformed &2 #%0%E T, &AL a modern financial

centre JEH ALK &Rl .

Yes and Canary Wharf is now home to the UK's three tallest
buildings which are owned by banks, like HSBC and Citibank.
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You can see these buildings from miles away at the other side of
London.

Finn, there's a museum over there.

Yes, let's find out a little bit more about the history. This is Brian
and he works in the Museum of Docklands.



Insert 1

Yes in the early days this West India Dock where we are today was for the goods
coming in from the West Indies: rum, molasses, sugar and bananas. This dock
actually opened in 1802.

Z08: Brian ¥iiXANE L0 FEEN EFRY Sk West India Dock, % B35 ) B BEIE Sk (1)
¥ goods.

Finn: Yes that's right, the goods. Did you hear which goods he
mentioned? Let's listen again, Brian speaks quite fast.

Insert 2

Rum, molasses, sugar and bananas.

Finn: That's rum

Z0g: G

Finn: and molasses

Zoé: i

Finn: and sugar and bananas. So this dock, it opened in the year 1802

but it is now no longer used as a dock and in the 1980s all the
docks were already closed and they lay empty. So a new project
was started by the government to regenerate the area.

Zoé: Regenerate F#. So now we have all these skyscrapers. It all
looks very modern, very different to other parts of London. FifIL
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Finn: Well let's find out. In between all these skyscrapers there's a few
small parks and a few green spaces, and | can see some people
taking their lunch break. Let's ask this lady what she thinks.

Insert 3

Well | think there's a very strong sense of community here. These are people who
like to try new things. There's a very strong sense of it all being new. Itis
basically a pleasant place to work, and the facilities are superb, | mean,
everybody eats very well here, for example. It's like that because people can
work very long hours. People have been known to work day and night here for,
sort of, 3 or 4 days at a time.

Zoé: People work so hard around here — that's crazy!
Finn: Yes, she said some people have been known to work 3 or 4 days

and nights at a time. It has to be a pleasant environment because
people work such long hours.

Zoé: B IZ LB facilities JEARR 4. W HIRE AT E superb, JUEREF
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Insert 4

And she said the food is good. She said that people eat very well
around here.
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I'm Brian and | work in corporate banking in Canary Wharf. Yeah, | work in one
of the tallest towers in the UK but I'm only halfway up the tower on level 23. It's
a bit like Sim City really, it's all ordered and planned and everything has its place.
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Yes, he said he's only halfway up. He describes the Canary Wharf
area as being like Sim City which is the computer game.
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He thinks it's like Sim City because everything here is so ordered
and so planned.
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Yes, but | really like the way that some of these old docks have
been developed. They've got cafes, art galleries and museums.

Such a nice atmosphere. Fancy a bite to eat?

Well, 1I'd love a bite to eat but | think we really have to get back to
the office.

Ok then. BEATIRAR N[BT o,

And that's all for this week's programme. Don't forget you can log
on to our website to practise your English and to hear the
programme again. The address is:

bbc.co.uk/china.

Bye for now.
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