BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Q & A of the Week: Either @3

Jo: Hello there — and hello to you Feifei.
Feifei: Hi there.
Jo: This is Question and Answer of the Week where we answer one of your

questions about the English language.

Feifei: RN, WERKFATARMR T I 2 ) 5 ) 8, AR, IR S AE
ATLORAGZBAT, BediTes Kb a RS i

Jo: Today's question is from Robin and they sent us an email saying "lI've
found there are two pronunciations for the word either — one with a long e
sound — either and one with a long i sound — either. Any differences?

Feifei: Robin f#in) @i either BiFH XA ASH WM E, either H either.
What can you tell us Jo?

Jo: Well to answer today's question | asked Nuala, one of our BBC Learning
English language experts — and this is what she said.

Insert

Well there's no difference in meaning between either or either — you can say either of
them, you can say either of them. As far as | know, people from North America are more
likely to say eether and British people are more likely to say ayether. It doesn't make any
difference in the meaning — they're completely interchangeable.

Feifei: So we can use either or either. XN HLIEANREA K either o either, =/
H L —FER
Jo: The difference exists because North Americans will be more likely to say

eether and British English speakers will be more likely to say either.

Feifei: WFR W E Ak BAEE A B ayether, ifi— 5L A B eether, AN X # %
R, ARSI A . T8 Jo BRZR ATl 2

Jo: OK. Have you been to Brazil Feifei?

Feifei: No | haven't. Have you?
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No I haven't either. How about India — have you been there?

No. You?

No | haven't been there either!

FT LA B A5 W — N #F T BL. Now I'm depressed Jo — | want to travel more!
Yes that would be nice — but we're too busy answering all these questions.
It's probably worth telling everyone too that the same rule applies to the

word neither.

REMIEAT neither PWEHIA, XA, MIoRIEEZY, neether 5
nayther #LL, REBALFTAR?

We certain can. So you can say neither of my parents likes watching TV or
you can say neither of my parents likes watching TV. We hope we've

helped your English studies anyway. Thanks for that question Robin.

W5 TIXIAWH, 0F BEMEBE RIGE S ) 7R ) @2 0 58 7 1E 5504 i)
KEIFRATHH guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

Yes that's guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.
JEE R SR ] i e ¢

Come on...we're waiting!
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