BBC Learning English — Authentic Real English HuiE#iE

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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To Nip Something in the Bud Bi&FEHR

Helen: KEGF, MadWr BBC HuEsein1iH, it Helen.
William: Hi, I'm William. Today Hampton Court Palace Flower Show is opening.

Music, birdsong

Helen: Oh, Hampton Court Palace Flower Show 5 & KL oA L& 2]
if. If only I had a garden!

William: Ah yeah, you live in an apartment, don't you Helen?

Helen: That's right. So William, let me guess, today we are going to do a phrase

relating to flowers and gardening.

William: Exactly.
Helen: So...? What's the phrase?
William: Er... Well... How about... er... no... it's gone. It's no good, Helen. | can't

think of a phrase right now.

Helen: Oh well . Fe S IF A ARAR B A v, FRAT TR A5 1 0

William: So how are you Helen? How are the kids?

Helen: Yeah, they're both really well. My little boy eats too much chocolate
though!

William: Oh really? Well, you want to nip that in the bud.

Helen: Eh? Nip it in the bud?

William: Nip it in the bud. If you nip something in the bud, you stop it before it

becomes a problem.

Helen: To nip something in the bud Z L&A A G 8R 2 /Y, 5 KT
RS, BT R

William: Listen to this example from a business context:
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Example

Man:

Woman:

Helen:

The last few deliveries we've had from this company have all had broken
parts in them!

Well we need to nip that in the bud! Tell them that unless their service
improves, we're going to look for another supplier.

IARIA X AT, IR S A4 AR e N B IR 45 A AN, AR ZHA N V% nip it
in the bud, WA SCRIAT S CARS ) @ARA3 R, 84 William XA to nip
something in the bud & MWE 5 Sk WE 2

Music, birdsong

William:

Helen:

William:

Helen:

William:

Helen:

William:

Helen:

Well actually, it comes from gardening Helen. A bud is the part of a plant
that becomes a flower, leaf or stem.

Ah, a bud w2 YHINTE 28—
So if you nip something in the bud, you cut the bud off the plant.

To nip something in the bud T2 5 2 LERE I 2 1R I st 43X A 1 2
#5874, That's not very nice!

Well, gardening is a tough game, Helen. You have to nip things in the bud
sometimes. You also have to kill slugs and snails.

Eugh! I'm glad | don't have a garden.
Bye!

Bye!
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