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(Helen bursts into the studio)

Rob: What's happened Helen? You don't look very happy.

Helen: Of course I'm not happy. FKNIRIE IR HF-HE AR a0 R FAE PR R & SAREA
LREACERFT ..

Rob: That's right.

Helen: And then {REH2: "HRIXFHWHIFE, HEESEBRE." That's a horrible

thing to say, Rob! #RAd4> 1!

Rob: Well, it would be horrible if it was a serious message. But haven't you
noticed my emoticon at the end of the message?

Helen: Emoticon? I have the message printed out here... X T#E&E2|T, XA—1E
T, =M, RER—AERYS, BLEYEANERIL a smiley face... Yesi&i
, NER. It's an emoticon JFURMRZEEFF B! :-)

Rob: Yes. Emoticons were created precisely for this purpose, to avoid
misunderstandings like the one we've just had. I wrote my message as a
joke and you took it seriously...

Helen: That's right. RiITH kiED emoticons F£IHFF 52 30 £/ 155 [FH L2458 F A 3
e RS- — A7 % & Q. Emoticon X ANJEiE A2 emotional 14 A1 icon fF
SHEIFMER, WEERERS.

Rob: It also indicates if a message is serious or a joke. When you speak, you can

express if you are serious about what you are saying but sometimes it is
difficult to achieve this on paper. Listen to some verbal examples.

Examples

(angry) "I don't like to go to the cinema with you. You always fall asleep and end up
snoring loudly."

(jokingly) "I don't like to go to the cinema with you. You always fall asleep and end up
snoring loudly!"

Helen: That's right, Rob. ZE/RFFIE K /R AT DL R R AR E R, (HRERE N
AR AE DA 0 07 2ok
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Rob:

But it's good to point out that emoticons are still an informal sort of
message. It might not look good if you use them in a message to your boss
or include them in your CV.

Helen: YHIIF . XA —EE0E, RIETT emoticons AREEEK—FFIE, TEEHAEIERY
&, g s NE iz . We should be careful when using
emoticons.

Rob: Emoticons have become so popular that there are over a hundred of them.
Some with a proper round yellow face.

Helen: BESRIRATH B T 4 misunderstanding, FATRASZENZ 2 K00 — FRIER
emoticon & 30 FE4EWE, Z/bNAZMEARMINEE, 1ZH SRR

Rob: And let's celebrate our friendship too. A friendship saved by an emoticon
and a smiley face. Bye.

Helen: Bye.

Rob: Now, Helen, your voice is really beautiful, actually.

Helen: And so is yours, Rob. 1R 1%3 24 —A73KIE KN

Rob: And so should you. Your voice is so melodic...

Helen/Rob: (sing together)

Rob: Beautiful!
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