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Authentic Real English B3 E
Treading on eggshells
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Li: RELF, WOHYr (HIETEE)Y FoEmF . 5 REMERZ Rob. Hi Rob.

Rob: Hi Li. It looks like you've been busy.

Li: I've just picked up some groceries from the local shop, you know - milk,
eggs, bread, flour — I'm going to make a cake.

Rob: Oh great. So how was Mr Brown, the shopkeeper? Hasn't he just split up
with his wife?

Li: He has. It was tricky in the shop. I didn't want to say anything to him just
in case I mentioned his wife. I only said: "Good morning", and he just
said: "Is it?"

Rob: Hmm, it sounds like you've been treading on eggshells.

Li: Oh no, the shop was very clean, nothing on the floor — I don't really think
he's the sort of person to throw food around!

Rob: No Li = I mean you were trying very hard not to upset him - that's what
treading on eggshells means.

Li: Oh! XRISMINE H i JE #K treading on eggshells fEixX B & & B R YT #1HE,
ANORE, WRIERE A4S . So really it's about being sensitive to the
situation?

Rob: Yes.

Li: Well, I was very sensitive. But what have eggshells got to do with it?

Rob: Well, if there were eggshells on the floor literally you would have to be
very careful where you put your feet — but this phrase means being careful
about what you say.

Li: Right! Treading on eggshells XMEERER, EEGERE, —PMAEEELL
ANy, FERFIREE e NI BRI
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Examples

I had to be so careful with what I said to my ex-girlfriend. The smallest thing made her
angry: it was like treading on eggshells.

Ever since my argument with my neighbour about parking, I feel like I've been treading
on eggshells.

Since my friend's father died, I don't know what to say to him: it's like treading on
eggshells.

Li: Wr BN AN BRBHMAR S, KIOIRARIE KM 1Z1 %M 4. So Rob, what
should I have said to Mr Brown?

Rob: You could have said 'plenty more fish in the sea!'

Li: What?!

Rob: Or... 'I didn't like her much anyway'?

Li: Rob X @ EZ e TA TR R Ui 1E ,  [F] /N0 38 B R 47 AH B

Rob: Am I? Anyway let me help you with your shopping... oops (Rob =& #|
7 MR ED)

Li: Rob! You've dropped the eggs all over my kitchen floor.

Rob: Now you really will be walking on eggshells!

Li: That's not funny.

Rob: I didn't like your cakes much anyway.

Both: Bye.
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