BBC Learning English — Authentic Real English
About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In

the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Authentic Real English: Netbook [MZA&

Diarmuid: Hi everybody and welcome to Authentic Real English from the BBC.
I’'m Diarmuid.

Feifei: And I'm Feifei.

(Typing sounds)

Feifei: Diarmuid 4 KX Zk 1 —A#biE)L! What's that gadget you are
playing with Diarmuid?

Diarmuid: It's my latest toy — a netbook.

Feifei: A netbook?

Diarmuid: Yes a netbook. N.E.T.B.O.0O.K. It’s like a laptop computer only even
smaller.

Feifei: What a cute little computer! XA A H i b — B 22, Rk

Wi — R LR fE, U IRATIAE R Ui LA, 1 like your netbook,
but I have a question about the name. Why is a computer called a
book?

Diarmuid: That’s a very good question. | suppose it's because there are lots of
names for different types of computers.

Feifei: And those names can be different between Britain and America, can’t
they?

Diarmuid: To an extent, yes. For example, in British English we use the word
laptop.

Feifei: Laptop 2&ic A Hiix .

Diarmuid: But in American English they call the same thing a notebook.

Feifei: Notebook X Jeif FH g I A N . JelE NJEH A laptop, M3 E A4
notebook.

Diarmuid: So | think that the name netbook is a mix of two words — internet and
notebook.
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Example

A: Did you buy anything in the January sales?
B: Yes, | bought a little netbook computer. It’s really handy.
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So a netbook then is a small computer that is used mostly for surfing
the internet. K4 LWAIR N, Frlle A aed atas I D et s A i & HL
MZACARM T, A RFWHH e L EMET .

I use it mostly for surfing the web and checking emails - things like
that.

It's incredible how small computers are these days, isn't it?

It certainly is and it looks like we will soon see more tablet computers
too.

Tablet computers “F-H HLi o 3P i A FH 12 58T IR il b 52K touch-
screen technology.

It's all very different from the computers | grew up with - 3k of RAM
and a tape player for saving files!

You're getting old, Diarmuid.

I suppose so. And on that depressing note it’s time for us to go.

& ny LS fiwww.bbcukchina.com SRIWTEE 2 1) (HuiE9EE) 45 H . Bye for
now.

Goodbye.
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