BBC Learning English — Authentic Real English HiiE#:iE

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be

reflected here.
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Authentic Real English: Workaholic T/XE

Diarmuid: Hello everybody and welcome to Authentic Real English from the BBC.
I'm Diarmuid.

Jean: And I'm Jean.

Diarmuid: Sleepy Jean?

Jean: Sorry Diarmuid. | am a bit tired today. | didn't leave the office until
nearly midnight last night.

Diarmuid: Midnight! | was in bed by then. Why were you working so late?

Jean: I often keep working until that time. That's normal, isn't it?

Diarmuid: Maybe I'm just lazy but that seems very late to be leaving work. How
many hours were you in the office?

Jean: Oh just 11 or 12 hours.

Diarmuid: A 12-hour day! Jean, be careful. You could become a workaholic!

Jean: A workaholic. What's that?

Diarmuid: Workaholic. That's our word of the day. W.O.R.K.A.H.O.L.1.C.

Jean: Workaholic. Wrigk44 7 —A 5535 #1i4 alcoholic %, Is that right? Is it
like an alcoholic?

Diarmuid: In a way, yes. Workaholic is a portmanteau word. That is, a
combination of two words to make a third word. In this case the
words work and alcoholic.

Jean: F4niE 7. Workaholic i1 work #1 alcoholic iX PAN A 3K B i) &5 —A4
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Diarmuid: Yes, a workaholic is someone who works all the time. It's almost like
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they are addicted to working.
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Jean:

Diarmuid:

Example

ALl a workaholic #i2&—T4E%E. Don't worry Diarmuid, I'm not a
workaholic. I'm just very busy these days.

It's important to have a good balance between work and free time.

A: | want to be a city banker when | leave college.
B: You'll need to be a workaholic. Those guys work really long hours.

Jean:

Diarmuid:

Jean:
Diarmuid:
Jean:
Diarmuid:
Jean:
Diarmuid:
Jean:

Diarmuid:

Jean:
Diarmuid:

Jean:

Diarmuid:

bbecukchina.com

But isn't it a good thing to be hard-working, Diarmuid?

Of course but too much work can be bad for you. So it's good to
enjoy your free time too.

I certainly do that. | spent all weekend shopping in town.

Oh-oh! It sounds like you may be a shopaholic too!

Shopaholic I & & HIAE LR TEECE . Is that a shopping addict?
Exactly.

Are there any other words like this?

We could also describe someone as a chocaholic.

Don't tell me — someone who loves eating chocolate?

That's right. You can actually make these words up yourself for fun,
but these three are the most common ones.

Workaholic, shopaholic and chocaholic. Which one are you, Diarmuid?
I think I might be a sleepaholic. Anyway, it's time to go now Jean.

Ok Witk 5% 3 FA 110 199 33 www.bbeukchina.com T #5 £ (1113 951 . Bye
for now.

Goodbye.
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