BBC Learning English —Real English

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Real English: To Go Pear-Shaped ! &l T !

Neil: Hello, welcome to Real English from BBC Learning English, I'm Neil.
Helen: KFUf, P Helen.

Neil: In Real English we look at words and phrases people use all the time, but you
probably won’t find in your dictionary.

Helen: Ay SHAEA RAGHITE ST H e 7 2L R AT B AN B I 96155 . So Neil,
how are your holiday plans? Are you still going to Paris?

Neil: Oh Helen, didn’t I tell you? It’s all gone pear-shaped.

Helen: Pear-shaped? &I Neil, 2| CEEEFIFRIERT . b5V it's gone pear-
shaped % 7 — AL HEAR.

Neil: Yeah, you know | told you | found a really good deal with a cheap flight and
hotel?

Helen: Yes, AAHTNeil $&2 T A SAEH U iRl EE .

Neil: Well, after | booked it | found out the flight’s at four in the morning, the
airport’s a hundred kilometres out of Paris and the hotel is still being built!

Helen:  Oh no! *4fti] 7 UG A RO KHUMHESEAR 2 0 R4 rile &, MLz @ i DX AR e, 1y LY
JEIEAEBWE -

Neil: So, as | said, it’s all gone pear-shaped.

Helen: FESGE R, WRE A GG T, B8R T, BINEAT, BATATH AT LI E /2 goes
pear-shaped.

Example

A: How was the job interview? Do you think you got it?

B: Well it started ok, but it all went pear-shaped when they asked me why | got fired
from my old job.

Neil: So, if a plan goes wrong, we can say it went pear-shaped.

Helen: That’s a funny expression. Why pear-shaped?
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Neil:

Helen:

Neil:

Helen:

Neil:

Helen:

Neil:

Um, | don’t really know actually.

Oh. So, erm, what shall we talk about now?

Erm, | don’t know really. This programme’s gone a bit pear-shaped, hasn’t it?
Yes, it has a bit.

Well, fortunately we’ve run out of time today on Real English. To learn
more useful expressions, go to our website www.bbcchina.com.cn.

That’s www.bbcchina.com.cn. 4K FHEFGE 21X )L, AT FIRE .

Bye!
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