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Schools and Universities (& H1K2%

Back to school FF2%7T

September is traditionally the end of summer and the beginning of autumn in
the UK. It is also the month when children go back to school after their long
summer holidays, but what do you actually know about British schools?

There are two types of school in England. State-run schools are paid for by
the government, so are free to attend. Independent Schools are private,
which means you have to pay to attend.

The school day usually starts at 9 in the morning and finishes around 4, with
breaks for lunch of course! In many schools, you have to wear a uniform too.

Children start school when they are 5 years old. This is called primary school,
and lasts until the child is 11 when he or she will go on to senior school.

Secondary school is compulsory from 11 until 16 years of age. At 16,
students take national examinations called GCSE’s. After this, students can
stay at school for another 2 years and take A Level examinations. These
examinations are necessary if they want to go on to university at 18.

Some universities start in September, but others begin in October. Courses
normally last 3 years, but some, such as languages, engineering or medicine,
can take much longer to complete.

Students usually go to university in a different town, so need to get used to
living alone, paying bills and washing their own clothes! For many this is a
difficult time but everyone soon becomes used to it.

Universities in Britain used to be free, but many students now have to pay for
part of their course. Similarly, students used to receive a grant — money from
the government in order to live. Nowadays, they have to borrow money from
banks or the government, called a student loan, or take part-time jobs.
Either way it can be difficult and many students have money problems.

School and university life are not just about studying, however. Many students
take part in drama productions or play music. Others, of course, take part in a
wide range of sports, such as football, rugby and cricket.

Many of the friends British people make at school and university remain

friends for life, so it seems to true to say that your schooldays really are ‘the
best days of your life.’
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Glossary JICE

autumn - #&kX; %ZF bills - k&

state-run - FEH a grant - Bi¥&; #8h&
attend - k%; HE loan - 58k

uniform - &R part-time jobs -
lasts - #F4E.. i HE a wide range - &P &R

compulsory - X&#HIK; MEK

1. Reading Quiz |25

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

T A TR R E 28R A 2R ? 15 B W EMER.

1. In Britain you must stay at school until you are 18.True / False

2. You have to pay for schools in the UK. True / False

3. Some students have to wear a uniform. True / False

4. The government gives you money to study at university. True / False

5. You usually go to university in your home town. True / False
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2. Expressions with school K EHXRMEEGE

Match the following expressions with their definitions.
BT MREEENEIINEREEE &,

1. school age a. a friend from school

2. school mate b. a student who has just left school
and is looking for a job

3. school leaver c. a formal name for a teacher

d. the period of your life when you
attend school

5. school days e. the age when a child normally
attends school

Now complete the sentences using the expressions.
RAEMEERREFETHEUA TRAT.

1. The in Britain is 5, but in Greece it is only 8.

2. I've known John since I was 11. He’s an old

3. It’'s harder to find a job in August as there are so many

4. My grandfather was a in a top private school.

5. Your should be the happiest of your life.
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3. Jumbled Sentences ITELiAFHRIAF

Rearrange the words in the sentences below to make correct
sentences.

R AR R R RS, AR AN IERRAT .

1. the traditionally is of end summer September

2. old start when children are 5 years school they

3. others September October in in start but begin some universities

4. their pay to students have of for course many now part

5. are your really schooldays the days your best of life
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4. Wordsearch Hif#x

Try to find the words associated with schools in the puzzle below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (g),
vertically (1) or diagonally (m)

TETE T AP, IR -5FRMRET RRIZEERITR.
FHEL0MHIA, HARTAARUAKTH (9) ZEK (1) BXAK (m) B HIR.
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e |[X |la m|s |k |a |s |t |e |n |a
z |w || P |9 |] z |x |d |s S
X |s || o] fo|lr |i e |n |d |s

uniform teacher student book study
sport break friends exams pass
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Answers &x

1. Reading Quiz [FAEW%E

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct
answer.

DTRATFHAOREMARER? HEHERER.

1. In Britain you must stay at school until you are 18.
False

2. You have to pay for schools in the UK. False
3. Some students have to wear a uniform. True

4. The government gives you money to study at
university. False

5. You usually go to university in your home town.
False

3. Jumbled Sentences -TE.i7 BT

Rearrange the words in the sentences below to
make correct sentences.

EH TR FRNERESHS, AR—NERNET.
1. September is traditionally the end of summer.

2. Children start school when they are 5 years old.

3. Some universities start in September, but others
begin in October.

4. Many students now have to pay for part of their
course.

5. Your schooldays really are the best days of your
life.
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2. Expressions with school

Match the following expressions with their
definitions.

LT HRIEEEREMN RS RE—E.

arLNOPRE
cooco o0

Now complete the sentences using the expressions.
WEMHASEHREEETRRUTHTT.

1. The school age in Britain is 5, but in Greece it is only 8.

2. I've known John since | was 11. He’s an old school
mate.

3. It's harder to find a job in August as there are so many
school leavers.

4. My grandfather was a school master in a top private
school.

5. Your school days should be the happiest of your life.

4. Wordsearch HFE#HZE
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