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The Olympics BERILHiazh<

London 2012

After a hard-fought campaign, London has been awarded the right to host the
2012 Olympic Games. The UK capital saw off competition from four rival
cities: Paris, Madrid, Moscow and New York.

Londoners can now look forward to the transformation of their city in the
same way as their counterparts in Beijing. Indeed, there are many
similarities in the two cities’ approach to hosting the games. Both cities need
to invest in developing their infrastructure in order to cope with the
demands of the event.

However, this kind of investment is far from cheap - it is estimated that it
will cost around $40 billion to prepare for the 2008 games, much of which will
be spent on transport links. Nevertheless, the benefits of becoming an
Olympic city can be enormous - Barcelona, which hosted the 1992 games,
was completely regenerated and has since become one of the most popular
tourist destinations in the world.

Residents of Stratford, in London’s deprived East End, are hoping that their
neighbourhood will undergo a similar transformation as it is one of the
areas where many new sports facilities will be built. One of the East End’s
most famous sons, David Beckham, has given the Olympics his blessing - “to
have the Olympics in our manor would be a special thing.”

David Beckham is not alone in supporting the successful bid; Manchester
United and England defender, Rio Ferdinand, says, “This will be a great boost
for the whole of the country. I'm looking forward to being at the 100m final in
2012.”

One thing that will change in the 2012 games is the number of sports. The
International Olympic Committee has decided to axe baseball and softball
from the games. IOC president Jacques Rogge explained, "Needless to say,
these sports are very, very disappointed, but it does not disqualify them
forever as Olympic sports."

However, one unlikely British sport is attempting to gain Olympic status.
“As the newest recognised sport, darts...would be proud to be considered as
the host nation's 'invitation sport' in 2012.”, says British Darts Organisation
chief, Olly Croft.
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Glossary JEICE

to host - X7 saw off — FFW T GE4XF)
counterparts - 5%, XK, FIT infrastructure — £, #iE
investment - % nevertheless - BER M, HEZ
deprived East End - 5%/ AR undergo a similar transformation -
X EFooE, sck#m

our manor - RAIFHX (HE) boost - &8, X#F

to axe —-HUH, MR, gain Olympic status - H{#52875 BARIL
darts - K&, —MENIFR- TIBB B A

1. Reading Quiz [F{EH%

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.
LR FRA 2 B2k A 2R ? EREH I EHER.

1. London offered a more attractive bid than the other cities competing for
the 2012 Olympics. True / False

2. Both Beijing and London have committed to a major investment in public
transport for the games. True / False

3. Since hosting the 1992 games, Barcelona has seen a downturn in the
amount of tourists choosing to visit. = True / False

4. David Beckham grew up in the city of Manchester but now lives in Madrid.
True / False

5. Olympic officials have decided to add baseball and softball to the list of
Olympic sports. True / False
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2. Label the pictures IrHEE

Look at the pictures below. Do you know what these items are? Write
the name of the object underneath the picture.

WHETHIE . REEXERAYHG? EEYRLREER A THEH.

\ stadium  gold medal high jump  javelin hurdle  gymnastics |
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3. Prepositions 4}iil

Complete the following sentences by writing the correct preposition in
the gap.

SR FFIAIT, WEFMKIMAEAZRK S,

1.

The International Olympic society were very satisfied the London bid
for the 2012 Olympics.

. I am really looking forward to the Beijing Olympics in 2008 because I am
very keen all sports.

. The people of Britain are very proud the fact that their capital city
will host the 2012 Olympics.

. With all major sporting events, big companies spend vast sums of money

sponsorship deals.
. World class athletes are accustomed punishing training programmes.
. I would love to go to the Olympic games in Beijing but I am afraid

flying. I wonder how long it would take to go by train.
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4. Wordsearch ¥iF#Z

Try to find the words associated with the Olympics in the puzzle
below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (-),
vertically (1) or diagonally (\)

WA T KRR, K5 RKRILTES 2 REIGERFXR.
L1048, HARTT AR LUK (=) BEK (V) BXTAR (v) BRI,

f ta |t |h |l |e |t |e |t |y |I p
d |e |g |h |t |] u |n |f |(r |e |t
s |t |a |d |i u |m|b [i n |g |r
S |wW [s |V |i m |b [i e |k |I a
h |w e i |t |I |a [h || |s |c |c
u |d |r |e [I k |n Ju |d |p |b |k
r e |g |b |i v |d |e |r |r |s [|i
d |n |g |o |h |t |e |i a |i g |m
I s |w |r || |e |b |r |e |n |n |e
e |s |q |u |e |d |I b |c |t |e |d
h |y |I n |t |s |e |h |j |n |e |a
c |r |b |r o |n |z |e |a |d |o |[I

stadium athlete medal silver  track
field sprint  hurdle bronze gold
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Answers &%

1. Readin uiz [ 2. Label the pictures tRiEEH

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the Look at the pictures below. Do you know what these

correct answer. items are? Write the name of the object underneath
the picture.

UTAFBOLE?BARM? HEHERER.
BETHER. REEXERAANEE? EHYREREERAT
1. London offered a more attractive bid than the other i1
cities competing for the 2012 Olympics. True

2. Both Beijing and London have committed to a
major investment in public transport for the
games. True

S
3. Since hosting the 1992 games, Barcelona has seen
a downturn in the amount of tourists choosing to
visit. False 1. gymnastics 2. javelin
4. David Beckham grew up in the city of Manchester
but now lives in Madrid. False
5. Olympic officials have decided to add baseball and {

softball to the list of Olympic sports. False

3. high jump 4. gold medal
M
—
5. stadium 6. hurdle
3. Prepositions 4} 4. Wordsearch HF#E%
Complete the following sentences by writing the alt|h|l |e|t |e
correct preposition in the gap. f T
TR FIAF, EEFBSHEAZET. s{tlald|ijujlm i r
s e a
1. The International Olympic society were very h - I
satisfied with the London bid for the 2012 ! s ¢
Olympics. u | d| p k
2. I am really looking forward to the Beijing Olympics r 9 v -
in 2008 because I am very keen on all sports. d 0 € I m
| | r n e
3. The people of Britain are very proud of the fact a T a
that their capital city will host the 2012 Olympics. e
a
4. With all major sporting events, big companies
) b|r|lo|n|z|e |
spend vast sums of money on_sponsorship deals.

5. World class athletes are accustomed to punishing
training programmes.

6. I would love to go to the Olympic games in Beijing

but I am afraid of flying. I wonder how long it
would take to go by train.
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