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Reality TV ESZHIR

The New Face of Television 35 5

The latest fashion on British TV is Reality TV. Reality TV means that shows
follow and film ordinary people in an artificial situation. This could be at work,
or in some kind of competition.

One of the first and most popular Reality TV shows is Big Brother. In this
show, 15 complete strangers have to live together in a house for 11 weeks.
They are filmed 24 hours a day, and shown on television. Each week, the
viewers vote to evict one of the housemates. Finally, only one is left, and
they win the prize money — 50 000 pounds!

The show was an instant hit, and runs in several countries. The housemates
often become stars as a result of the show, and appear in national
newspapers and on other shows.

Another very popular show is I'm a Celebrity — Get Me Out Of Here! In this
show, 10 celebrities are taken to the Australian jungle. They have to
complete tasks each week, such as eating insects. The show is very expensive
to make. The show cost 10 million pounds to make, but over 12 million people
in Britain watched the finale.

Reality TV is also big business in the United States. American ldol, which is
similar to the Chinese Super Girl, is one example. In this show, thousands of
would-be singers audition in front of a panel of three judges.

Part of the attraction is that many of the singers are not very good — in fact,
some are awful! The judges do not have to be polite, and are in fact usually
very rude to some of the contestants.

As the show progresses, viewers vote for their favourite singers and the
number of singers goes down until only one is left. As a prize, they receive a
recording contract with a major record company.

Reality TV is coming to China, too. The hit US show, The Apprentice, featured
the tycoon and multi-millionaire Donald Trump. In the new Chinese
version, Wise Man Takes All, 16 would-be businessmen will present their ideas
to the judges, and the best one will win 1 million Yuan to make their dream
come true. Whatever happens, it seems Reality TV is here to stay.
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Glossary iliCLE

reality - FisL; EHL
strangers - fA4EA
viewers — WAk

evict - I&E; &HH
housemates - [FE—RERA
hit - pi2h; R3h—Hit
celebrities - Z A

jungle - A#k
finale - ®5—%: %R
would-be - BE A
audition - AMg; A
awful - JEFERERER: WIFH
tycoon - X%¥; Bk
multi-millionaire - {Z T ESH

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

LR A R 2R AR ? IR M IERE R

1. Reality TV is a big success in Britain.

2. Contestants on Big Brother do not usually become famous.

True 7/ False

3. I’'m A Celebrity is an Australian show. True / False

4. The judges on American ldol are often impolite. True / False

5. Wise Man Takes All has a prize of 1 million dollars. True / False
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2. TV Shows H¥IH

Match the following TV shows with their definitions.

R T BT B 5 e O AR .

1. chat show a. a regular news programme

2. bulletin b. a drama that appears several times
a week featuring the same characters

3. quiz show c. famous people are interviewed by the
presenter

4. documentary d. contestants answer questions to win
prizes

5. soap opera e. a topic is presented in a factual way,

e.g. history, animals etc.

Now complete the following sentences using one of the TV shows
above.

HH DL E R B B —MSEE T AT

1. “Do you know who won the football?” “No. Turn on the TV — there should be
a news at ten.”

2. | don’t watch much TV, but | never miss my favourite every
Monday and Wednesday.

3. | saw Brad Pitt interviewed on a last night. It was really
interesting.
4. Last night | saw a really interesting about lions.

5. My uncle won a holiday to Spain on a
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3. Prepositions /i

Complete the sentences below using the correct prepositions.

SER PEIA)T, FEIEMEIMRBAZE T .

1. Can you turn the TV, please? | want to watch the news.

2. I’'m going to bed. Please turn the TV when you have finished.
3. We watched a film television.

4. | saw a really interesting film King Henry VIII.

5. Do you want to see Tom Cruise’s latest film? It's on __ the cinema now.
6. Brad Pitt’s next film comes in December.

7. 1 don’t know anything American TV.

8. Sorry, can you speak . | can’t hear you.
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4. Wordsearch HiF#ZER

Try to find the words associated with television shows in the puzzle
below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (=),
vertically (1) or diagonally (»)

TEAE T BRIk, Rl 5 AT B RHIE B R .
A L0, HAST AT RELUKFH (=) |ER (V) BTAR (v) BRHEL.

z |[X |s (¢ |v |[b |n m]|l k |] h
h |g |h |f d |s |a |p |n |0 |i i
p |r (o |g |r |la m|m]|e |[u |y |t
t [r |wile |w|q |a |z |w|w |s |X
e |h |n |p |z |s |t | s |s |w |a
d |y |u|v |a |e |g |o |p |d |a |s
r e (a |I i t |y |k |o |f t d
c (b |j |o |qg |e |b [i [ g |c |f
r g m|l w |v [w mju |[h |h |g
f (s |o |a |p |f |y |e |y |] n |h
v [t | k (e |r |h [] r (k 1] ]
g |u |i z |d |c |n |u |t I i k
show programme  news reality set
watch viewer quiz soap hit
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Answers &%

1. Reading Quiz [F#EH% 2. TV Shows HWITH

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the Match the following TV shows with their
correct answer. definitions.

UTRTFHORE>HARMR? HHE L EREER. EH T HI AT H 53H e G REK o

1. Reality TV is a big success in Britain. True

2. Contestants on Big Brother do not usually become
famous. False

agrONE
Tcoaopo

3. I’'m A Celebrity is an Australian show. False
Now complete the following sentences using one
4. The judges on American ldol are often impolite. of the TV shows above.
True
HAU LR B R—RSER T HIaF.
5. Wise Man Takes All has a prize of 1 million dollars.
False 1. “Do you know who won the football?” “No. Turn on
the TV — there should be a news bulletin at ten.”

2. 1 don’t watch much TV, but I never miss my
favourite soap opera every Monday and
Wednesday.

3. | saw Brad Pitt interviewed on a chat show last

night. It was really interesting.

4. Last night | saw a really interesting documentary
about lions.

5. My uncle won a holiday to Spain on a quiz show.

3. Prepositions A 4. Wordsearch B8R
Complete the sentences below using the correct
prepositions. s h
h n i
SERFFIA)T, WERRMNHBEAZET,
p|r |o g|lr|a|lm|m|e t
1. Can you turn on the TV, please? | want to watch w w
the news.
s S w
2. I'm going to bed. Please turn off the TV when v e a
you have finished.
r e |a | i t |y
3. We watched a film on television. e c
4. | saw a really interesting film about King Henry w h
Vil s|o Jal]p e
5. Do you want to see Tom Cruise’s latest film? It's r
on at the cinema now. q |uli 7

6. Brad Pitt's next film comes out in December.
7. 1 don’t know anything about American TV.

8. Sorry, can you speak up. | can’'t hear you.
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