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London Marathon 35 HR

Fancy running 26.2 miles? #HiRi{26. 2% Hg?

Read the text below and do the activity that follows.
PBE T HEIMASC, R)ETBHSRN

This weekend, around 35,000 runners filled the streets of London, running the
26™ annual London Marathon. The course is 26.2 miles long (42 km), and
goes past many of London’s landmarks, such as the Tower of London, the
famous 19™ century ship Cutty Sark, the Houses of Parliament and
Buckingham Palace. The runners actually run over Tower Bridge.

Among the elite athletes running, Britain’s Paula Radcliffe was unable to
defend her title from last year’s race due to an injury. The women'’s race was
won by American Deena Kastor in 2 hours 19 minutes, and Felix Limo from
Kenya won the men’s race in 2 hours 6 minutes.

However, Britain still made a good showing, as British woman Mara
Yamauchi came in sixth, whilst in the wheelchair marathon, Britain’s athletes
excelled. Shelly Woods came second in the women’s race, and David Weir not
only won the men’s race for the second time, but also set a new record of
1hour 29 minutes.

But in the London Marathon, everyone who finishes is a winner — for many
thousands of people their goal was merely to complete the race and gain their
finisher’'s medal. The oldest competitor was 88 years old and the youngest just
18. About 80% of the ‘fun runners’ — those not competing professionally —
were running the race to raise money for their chosen charity, and it is
estimated that this year good causes will receive more than £35 million.

Some of the athletes ran or walked in fancy dress, ranging from monkey suits
to fairies, clowns and superheroes. One couple chose to get married half-way
round the race, and ran in traditional wedding attire — a full length white dress
for the bride, and for the groom, a top hat and tails.

The event is very popular with spectators, and around 400,000 people braved
London’s drizzle to cheer on the runners and give them encouragement by
cheering, waving flags and balloons and blowing whistles.

A challenging but fulfilling day for the runners, and an inspiring and exciting
event for spectators too.
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Glossary iliCLE

annual - FEEK]; BFE KK

elite athletes - }EEHAZEBIN R

to defend her title - L&

a good showing - #gi M

came in - 3t

excelled - 1Lt

goal - B#%

raise money - 33§

good causes - A FEV

fancy dress - ZHERRK

superheroes - B IHE

attire - iR#, Rif

bride - FiR

groom - HER

top hat and tails - FLIEFI#E R

braved - BBl (BM)

drizzle - REHAMW

to cheer on - BBk

challenging - E&3k&HEK

fulfilling - 752

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

LRI A R 2R AR ? R IERE R

1. The marathon course is 42 miles long. True / False

2. The oldest competitor was 88 years old. True / False

3. All the runners wear silly costumes.

4. Only the winners get a medal.

True / False

True / False

5. A British man won the wheelchair race. True 7/ False
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2. Jumbled sentences ITELFEFRIAIT

Put the words in the right order to make the sentences correct.
BRI AR TR R ER S, AR ERR AT

1. winner the finishes Everyone marathon who a is

2. Paula injury did defend due title to not Radcliffe her

3. athletes Some fancy wore dress raise to charity money for

4. runners the spectators cheered 400,000 on 35,000

5. wheelchair Weir set David record new a in race the

6. landmarks goes marathon past route The London many
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3. Sports People =& R

Select which is the correct name for the person who does each sport.

B2z B 54 N2 3 B FREFBCXT -

footballist

\ 1. Football footballer

footman

athlete

\ 2.Athletics athleter

athletist

basketball player

\ 3.Basketball basketballer

basketballist

golf player

\ 4.Golf golfman

golfer

sporter

\ 5. Sport sportsman

sportist

cycler

\ 6.Cycling cycleman

cyclist

runner

7.Running runninger

runnist
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4. Wordsearch HiF#Z&

Try to find the words associated with the London Marathon in the
puzzle below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (=),
vertically (1) or diagonally (»)

THAE T I H TR, R 513 BERBIH R HIGE RIAR
A L0, FHHBT AT RELUKFH (=) |ER (V) BTAR (v) BHEL.

o |b |c |h |a |r [i t |y |g |s |c
o |r |n [i t |d |r |c |i v |d |h
n |g (u|w|h |e |e |p |I t |[s |a

marathon annual wheelchair race runner
competitor flags charity drizzle balloons
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Answers &%

1. Reading Quiz [F3EH% 2. Jumbled sentences ITEIAFRIAIT

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the Put the words in the right order to make the
correct answer. sentences correct.

UTRTFHORE>HARM? HHE L EREER. B THFP R RRERHS, AR—NEBRNTT:

1. Everyone who finishes the marathon is a winner.
1. The marathon course is 42 miles long. False
2. Paula Radcliffe did not defend her title due to

2. The oldest competitor was 88 years old. True injury.
3. All the runners wear silly costumes. False 3. Some athletes wore fancy dress to raise money for
charity.

4. Only the winners get a medal. False
4. 400,000 spectators cheered on the 35,000 runners.
5. A British man won the wheelchair race. True
5. David Weir set a new record in the wheelchair
race.

6. The marathon route goes past many London

landmarks.
3. Sports People &3 B35 4. Wordsearch BiF3#®
Select which is the correct name for the person
who does each sport.
[+ d|r |[i z |z || e |w
FHEZT F S5 AE RS AFKIFRLA b o ‘ h
a m | e
1. Football — footballer
| a|p a e
2. Athletics — athlete
| r e g |
3. Basketball — basketball player o clhnlalrli t |y s | ¢
4. Golf - golfer o|r t i h
5. Sport - sportsman n u h t a
6. Cycling - cyclist S njo o!
7. Running - runner ajninjujall r
e
rlajc|e
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