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Wimbledon Warm-up @#/Rii#kg

The Stars of Ladies’ Tennis T FMERFE

With less than a month to go until the start of this year's Wimbledon Lawn
Tennis Championship, it's time to take a look at some of the players in
contention for the most famous prize in tennis.

Roger Federer is the clear favourite to retain the men’s title, with some
bookmakers offering odds of 1-2 on another victorious campaign for the
Swiss champion. The ladies’ event on the other hand is still very much up for
grabs. In fact, this year the ladies’ championship could be a more attractive
spectacle than the traditionally dominant male event. So who are the main
contenders in ladies’ tennis?

The current world number one is Amelie Mauresmo from France. She won the
Australian open in 2006, and reached the Wimbledon Doubles final last year.
Although her busy tennis schedule doesn’t give her much time to relax, she
doesn’t waste what time she has. Amelie enjoys skiing, riding horses and
listening to the music of Dido. She was also the first ever French woman to
become world number one in September 2004.

World number two, Kim Clijsters, comes from a sporting family. Her father
was a footballer, and was Belgium’s 1988 Player of the Year. Like Mauresmo,
Kim enjoys playing sports and skiing in her free time, and her favourite
groups are Bon Jovi and Destiny’s Child. The highlights of her career include
winning the US Open in 2005.

One of the most glamorous players is world number four Maria Sharapova.
The Russian player began tennis at the age of four and then moved to the
USA when she was nine. One of her main interests off the court is fashion;
she joined IMG Models, a modelling company, in September 2003.

Another Russian, Nadia Petrova, occupies third spot. She also comes from a
sporting family, and both her parents are athletics coaches. This
aggressive player is sure to move up the rankings in 2006.

One player who is possibly less likely to win but is always well-received at
Wimbledon is Venus Williams. With her sister Serena, Venus has become one
of the most famous players in modern tennis. She won the Wimbledon Singles
title in 2000, 2001 and 2005, and the Wimbledon doubles, playing with her
sister, in 2000 and 2002. Currently 13" in the world rankings, some think she
may be past her best.
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Glossary JICE

in contention — §3

retain - &, Y

bookmakers - UEFRD AR A, LR
% X K

odds - BHEMRIER..., JLE

up for grabs — KH, E

attractive spectacle — 3| AKI¥E%EH
H

main contenders — X EZ%E, H
SEHHEE R

current — HEH

waste — B %

highlights — i

career — EHJ

glamorous — % Af: EFEIIK...

off the court — EkiH4h

occupies third spot — 7R HE=

athletics coaches — A& # %

aggressive — XFhFEEUK

rankings — #47T

well-received — XA, SZEFFRH)

1. Reading Quiz [##2i5

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

DT RTFHARE?HARMR? HEHIERESR.

1. Amelie Mauresmo likes to spend her free time doing nothing.

True / False

2. Kim Clijsters won a big match in the USA in 2005. True / False

3. Maria Sharapova works in the fashion industry too.

True / False

4. Nadia Petrova is a calm player. True / False

5. Venus Williams has won 4 Wimbledon Titles with her sister.

True / False
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2. Vocabulary ifjC

The words in the box all appeared in the text. Check their meanings in
the glossary, then complete the sentences below.

HNTINAES, BRERERTHTIAT.

up for grabs contender odds current
waste highlights glamorous aggressive
1. Tom Hanks is a to win an Oscar for his performance in The Da
Vinci Code.
2. Don’'t your money buying things you don’t need.

3. Nobody has won this game yet. The championship is still
4. Hollywood stars are usually very people.

5. One of the of Venus William’s career was winning Wimbledon

with her sister.

6. Some players are very calm, while others are very

7. The world number one tennis player is Amelie Mauresmo.

8. The of England winning the World Cup are 6-1.
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3. Adjectives B &id

Match the adjectives in column A with their opposites in column B.

M B AZH Y 27 3 ) IE A R R S

Column A Column B
1. glamorous a. arrogant
2. modest b. boring
3. powerful c. calm

4. aggressive d. plain

5. exciting e. weak

Look at the sentences below. Complete each sentence with a word
from column A or B.

M EFIA, B4 A 32k B 1E A T8 A7 SE R T 51A) 7

1. After being sick for so long he was very and could hardly
walk.

2. Although he is very famous, he is very and easy to talk to.

3. Although she looks very glamorous on the television, in real life she’s
quite

4. Hey! Keep I There’s no need to get so angry!

5. I don’t like her. She thinks she’s so much better than everyone else —
she’s really

6. | don’t like watching men’s tennis. It’'s not exciting enough. It's very

7. Maria Shaparova is very . She even works as a model.

8. She’s a very player, hitting the ball hard and shouting a
lot.

9. The President of the country is a very man.

10. Wow! What a game! It was so when she scored the final

point and won the game.
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4. Wordsearch Hif#x

Try to find the words associated with tennis in the puzzle below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (g),
vertically (1) or diagonally (m)

THFE PR T, $Ril-5 MBS M3EE IR .
FHE104 8, HARFTAAREUKTH (g) BER (1) BXAR (m) A HB.

I W | ] t |d |r |a |V |[n m|a |e
s |p | o |0 [i u I y |t |c |r

i m| h mju |o |a |d |I u |k

n |n |w |r |b [i I p |o |n |e |t

g |h [|i f I I S |q |w |e |t |r

| t |n |v (e |u |e |s [X [|i f |u

e |d |n [t |s |e |r |d |s |[f |c |oO

s |e |e |g |t |a |v |a |0 |[r |a |k

d |c |[r |b |y |o |e |r |b [n |p |Db

d |[s 'm|{n |b |v |c |X |z |a |s |d
I k |r |a |n [k [i n (g |s |I m
court racket net singles doubles
serve ball winner  Wimbledon ranking
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Answers &x

1. Reading Quiz [F#i%

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the
correct answer.

UTHTFHALEALR? HEHERER.
1. Amelie Mauresmo likes to spend her free time
doing nothing. False

2. Kim Clijsters won a big match in the USA in
2005. True

3. Maria Sharapova works in the fashion industry
too. True
4. Nadia Petrova is a calm player. False

5. Venus Williams has won 4 Wimbledon Titles with

her sister. False
3. Adjectives

Column A Column B
1. glamorous d. plain

2. modest a. arrogant
3. powerful e. weak

4. aggressive c. calm

5. exciting b. boring

1. After being sick for so long he was very weak
and could hardly walk.

2. Although he is very famous, he is very modest
and easy to talk to.

3. Although she looks very glamorous on the
television, in real life she’s quite plain.

4. Hey! Keep calm! There’s no need to get so
angry!

5. I don’t like her. She thinks she’s so much better
than everyone else — she’s really arrogant.

6. | don’t like watching men’s tennis. It's not
exciting enough. It's very boring.

7. Maria Shaparova is very glamorous. She even
works as a model.

8. She’s a very agaressive player, hitting the ball
hard and shouting a lot.

9. The President of the country is a very powerful
man.

10. Wow! What a game! It was so exciting when
she scored the final point and won the game.
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2. Vocabulary

1.

Tom Hanks is a contender to win an Oscar for his
performance in The Da Vinci Code.

Don’t waste your money buying things you don’t
need.

Nobody has won this game yet. The championship is
still up for grabs.

Hollywood stars are usually very glamorous
people.

One of the highlights of Venus William’s career was
wining Wimbledon with her sister.

Some players are very calm, while others are very
aggressive.

The current world number one tennis player is
Amelie Mauresmo.

The odds of England winning the World Cup are
6-1.

4. Wordsearch HFE#HZE

b c|o|u|r |t
w d a a
s i o] | c
i m | u | k
n w b nle|t
g i [ t
| n e e
e n s r | d
s e \% o]
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