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Virtual Worlds E#IH F

Want to Buy an Island? #EEZ—A g5

Read the text below and do the activity that follows.
PBE T HEMAESC, RJETBHSRN

The line between the real world and online ‘virtual worlds’ is becoming
increasingly blurred with gamers spending real money to buy virtual
commodities and even real estate in digital worlds.

Welcome to the world of MMOGs, Massive Multiplayer Online Games. For those
who don’t know, an MMOG is a computer game which thousands of people can
play simultaneously on the internet, interacting or competing with each
other. Some of the most well-known MMOGs include Second Life, World of
Warcraft and Legend of Mir I1I.

Whilst many of these kinds of games involve role-playing and fulfilling
tasks, others simply offer an alternative universe where players can
socialise, earn money and trade with each other.

In recent years ‘sociall MMOGs like Second Life and Project Entropia have
invited gamers to spend real money inside the game. And whilst many people
might find this strange, some online gamers have used their virtual
investments to make a profit.

A 23-year-old Australian gamer, known as Deathifier paid around £14,000 for
an island in the game Project Entropia in 2004 and within a year had
recouped his investment by selling land to other gamers to build virtual
homes on. The young entrepreneur is highly confident that his digital
assets will continue to be profitable.

“The money made to date is only a taste of what can be achieved with my
virtual island purchase,” said Deathifier, "There is still more room for growth
and revenue with the untapped resources surrounding the land.”

Here at the BBC we are never slow to embrace new technology, and have
rented a virtual tropical island within the game Second Life. The BBC’s island
has been used to stage online music festivals and showcase new musical
talent. It is hoped that it will also bring gamers closer to their favourite artists.

BBC interactive editor, Daniel Heaf, said, “There may be opportunities to have
people like Justin Timberlake on spaces like this — that will allow a level of
interaction with the audience that we have never tried before.”
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Glossary iliCLE

blurred — R virtual commodities - B
real estate — = MMOGs — KB NTELTERR
interacting — .3} role-playing — #H#f &
fulfilling tasks — 5EBT% alternative universe —5HKFH
socialise — #:% trade — # 5

virtual investments - B E make a profit — Bk, F7KF]

recouped his investment — J[E# | entrepreneur - 8k
Bt

digital assets — IF &= revenue — It A

untapped resources — KFEMEIE | embrace new technology — 5% %
AR

to stage - Z&7p showcase — B/~

1. Reading Quiz [F{E

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.
UTHTFERa) —RE2 A 2R ? HE N EmER.

1. You can buy real land in a virtual game. True / False

2. Many thousands of people can play MMOGs at the same time.
True / False

3. Some games are about conflict but others are about participating in a virtual
society. True / False

4. It is possible to earn real money in virtual games. True / False

5. The BBC has bought a virtual island in the game Second Life. True / False
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2. Computer Verbs 58145 <Kz

Look at the computer verbs below. Can you match them to their
definitions?

& A T FzhiE H b BRI E X.

1. to log on a. to replace hardware or software
with a more up to date version

2. to crash b. to gain access to a computer
system

3. to reboot c. to stop functioning

4. to upgrade d. to restart a computer

Now complete the sentences below by using one of the computer
verbs.

M EFBE A TR T IERE K.

1. You are running an older version of Windows operating system. Why don’t
you to the latest version?

2. You need to enter your password to be able to to the network
3. | hate this computer it always when | try to play this game.
4. Once you have installed the software you will need to the

computer for the changes to take effect.
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3. Anagrams 4 iFES

Solve the anagrams and then complete the sentences with the correct
words.

EHHIHE R FFRELKETE, REEEMRFERSE,

1. ivrutal 4. liigtda

2. ionnle 5. ododalnw

3. sapsrowd 6. wkrneot

1. MMOG games allow players to interact in worlds.

2. Why don’t you go on and have a look at the Learning English
website?

3. You need to enter your in order to be able to see your emails.

4. Computers handle information in form.

5.1 a lot of music in MP3 format from the internet.

6. The internet is a global computer that is open for anybody to
access.
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4. Wordsearch HiF#Z&

Try to find the words associated with computers and the internet in
the puzzle below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (=),
vertically (1) or diagonally (»)

TR T BRI, R 5T ENUR LA 5 K288 R R
A L0, FHHBT AT RELUKFH (=) |ER (V) BTAR (v) BHEL.

e |h |o |k |e |i s |h o |I n |e
c |v |[n |n mju |g |a |[n |e |I t
h |i h |y |1 a |e |i n |r |o |p
n |(r (c |f |b [i e |h |t |qg |a |k

network log on password virtual digital
technology online game crash  download
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Answers &%

1. Reading Quiz [F3EH% 2. Computer Verbs
Are these sentences true or false? Circle the Look at the computer verbs below. Can you match them
correct answer. to their definitions?

DT RFHUREMAURMK? HE L ERESR.

1. You can buy real land in a virtual game. False

PONE
paooo

2. Many thousands of people can play MMOGs at the
same time. True Now complete the sentences below by using one of the
computer verbs.
3. Some games are about conflict but others are
about participating in a virtual society. True 1. You are running an older version of Windows operating
system. Why don’t you upgrade to the latest version?
4. It is possible to earn real money in virtual games.
True 2. You need to enter your password to be able to log on to
the network.
5. The BBC has bought a virtual island in the game
Second Life False 3. | hate this computer it always crashes when | try to play
this game.

4. Once you have installed the software you will need to
reboot the computer for the changes to take effect.

3. Anagrams #HFEHEE 4. Wordsearch HiA#®
Solve the anagrams and then complete the nje|lt|w]|o|r|Kk | d
sentences with the correct words. p p
EFNHFIAEGRFRILNIAE, RECERNERZEN t d g w
e o] i o] n
1. virtual 4. digital
2. online 5. download ¢V n 9 n :
3. password 6. network h|i | i o
1. MMOG games allow players to interact in virtual njprgc : t a
worlds. oft r n a|d
| u a e |
2. Why don’t you go online and have a look at the
Learning English website? o|a S
gl h g m| e
3. You need to enter your password in order to be y pla|s|s|w|o d
able to see your emails.

4. Computers handle information in digital form.

5. I download a lot of music in MP3 format from the
internet.

6. The internet is a global computer network that is
open for anybody to access.
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