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Return to the Moon & [F] HEk

Working Together in Space &1E#&E K%

Read the text below and do the activity that follows.
PBE T HEIMASC, R)ETBHSRN

Scientists in the UK have expressed their enthusiasm for China’s plans to
explore the Moon with robotic spacecraft, and are keen to take part in the
adventure.

British scientists are seeking to collaborate with their Chinese counterparts
on the Cheng’e programme. This four-phase programme could see the return
of astronauts to the moon’s surface for the first time since the Apollo 17
mission in 1972.

Ties between the Chinese and UK space community have been strengthened
since a visit to China made by a team of British academics, agency officials,
and space scientists earlier this year. At that time discussions took place
regarding the UK building scientific instruments for the second phase of
China’s lunar missions.

One British academic who participated in the discussions, Professor John
Zarnecki of the Open University said, "l think they are looking for significant
collaboration. They have got good technology themselves but they will admit
that they are fairly new in space science; so they don't have all of the
instrument capabilities and so on."

China has already established itself as the third space superpower, having
successfully launched two manned spaceflights — last year two Chinese
astronauts spent five days in orbit before safely returning to Earth. But
China’s space ambitions don’'t stop there. As well as a lunar landing, plans
are being made to set up a permanent space station.

The UK, on the other hand, has had a more modest space programme. Only a
handful of Britons have broken free of the Earth’s atmosphere. Most
recently, UK-born astronaut, Piers Sellers, spent thirteen days on board the
American space shuttle Discovery.

However, British space exploration has not always gone according to plan. The
Beagle 2 probe to Mars disappeared without a trace on Christmas Day
2003.
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Glossary iliCLE

robotic spacecraft - L NFH M | take part - 35, &1

seeking - 3 collaborate - &4
counterparts - MM, R astronauts - FfiR
ties - X&R, BKR academics - %3], %K

scientific instruments - B2 8% lunar missions - HERIEME 6y

participated - &, 25 launched - k4t

manned spaceflights - ZAfIK in orbit - FEAHE

lunar landing - & 3Bk space station - &¥[a]u}

broken free - ¥/, s atmosphere - X5

probe - il disappeared without a trace - §
KRBT TR

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.
DL A FERa) R B2 A 2R ? ERHE EHER.

1. British scientists want to compete with China on a programme to explore
the moon. True / False

2. The moon was last visited in 1972. True / False
3. China is one of 3 countries that have put men into space. True / False
4. China has plans to set up a temporary space station. True / False

5. British probe, Beagle 2 had a successful mission to Mars. True / False

B]BIC]

WORLD
SERVICE

bbe.co.uk/china




2. Ildioms>J s

Look at the idioms below. Each one is connected to space.
Match the idiom to its definition.

BE TIIEHE, BNHBERTEX.

ERITES & B KE MK

1. over the moon a. full of emotion, hopes or dreams
in a way that is not necessarily
realistic

2. starry-eyed b. extremely happy

3. once in a blue moon c. very infrequent

4. rising star d. a person who is becoming

important or famous

Now complete the sentences below by using one of the idioms above.
PAETE H BL LRI A SESSHCT FI AT

1. John is a real in the company. After just 8 months, he got the
highest sales figures and was promoted.

2. 1l am so . | just got my exam results — | have top marks in all my
subjects.
3. She is so . She works in a factory but she thinks that one day she

will be famous and rich and meet a handsome man who will make all her
dreams come true.

4. 1 only see my aunt once in a , as she lives so far away, | can’t get
to her house often.
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3. Matching vocabulary 7%t

Match the Chinese words for planets to their English equivalents.

AT RAT B K145 R R EBIAH DL B 583 1]

1. +& a. Sun

2. HhEk b. Moon
3. HEk c. Earth
4. KiE d. Saturn
5. /KA e. Mercury
N E f. Mars

Now complete the sentences with the correct planet (in English).

M EFEE RIA B T A AT

1. The Beagle 2 probe disappeared on during a British space mission.
2. The rises in the east and sets in the west.
3. In Britain, we say a man lives on the but in China, it’'s a woman.

4. The closest planet to the sun is
5. is famous for the rings made of ice particles around it.

6. Humans live on the planet
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4. Wordsearch HiF#Z&

Try to find the words associated with space in the puzzle below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (=),
vertically () or diagonally (»)

W T TR, Bt 5 A KIS K
S0, AR R RELUKTH) (=) TEH (V) SHA I () FoRHUBL

shuttle astronaut orbit mission spacecraft
galaxy satellite rocket moon probe
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Answers &%

1. Reading Quiz [E% 2. IdiomsJ B HE
Are these sentences true or false? Circle the Look at the idioms below. Each one is connected to
correct answer. space. Match the idiom to its definition.
UTHTHRURE?HURMR? FH W EREE. WE FHNBAE, BENPERTFER. BHEIESE BTN
b
1. British scientists want to compete with China on a
programme to explore the moon. False 1.b
2.a
2. The moon was last visited in 1972. True 3.c
4.d

3. China is one of 3 countries that have put men into
space. True Now complete the sentences below by using one of the
idioms above.
4. China has plans to set up a temporary space

station. False IAEFE DL BRSBTS T RIA T
5. British probe, Beagle 2 had a successful missionto 5. John is a real rising star in the company. After just 8
Mars. False months, he got the highest sales figures and was
promoted.
6. | am so gver the moon. | just got my exam results — |

have top marks in all my subjects.

7. She is so starry-eyed. She works in a factory but she
thinks that one day she will be famous and rich and
meet a handsome man who will make all her dreams
come true.

8. | only see my aunt once in a blue moon as she lives so
far away, | can’t get to her house often.

3. Matching vocabulary #EERX 4. Wordsearch BFEIER
Match the Chinese words for planets to their m m S
English equivalents. i alsltlrlo Inlalult b
T FH RAT R B4 T TR EAR R I S ] s o a
s n g c
1.d 4. f
2.¢c 5. e : a €
3.b 6. a o] s|hjult t|l |e c
. e a r
Now complete the sentences with the correct
planet (in English). k X p a
J B 5 3EE S S T 5T c y r t
b t
1. The Beagle 2 probe disappeared on Mars during °olr : °
a British space mission. r b
s|lal|lt|e]|l | i |t ]e
2. The Sun rises in the east and sets in the west.

3. In Britain, we say a man lives on the Moon but in
China, it’'s a woman.

4. The closest planet to the sun is Mercury.

5. Saturn is famous for the rings made of ice
particles around it.

6. Humans live on the planet Earth
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