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Technical Jargon HEAKE

IT language still a mystery to Brits {5 B AN EE A RFAIREA K

Read the text below and do the activity that follows.

P TS, RGBT .

Every week millions of Britons use computers to access the internet but how
many of them actually know their ipods from their IMs? Not many it
seems. A recent survey from Nielsen/NetRatings — a global internet, media
and market research company - shows that while the British are crazy about
buying and owning new technology they're not so keen to keep up with the
ever-changing jargon of 21st century technology.

According to Nielsen/NetRatings, people love having cutting-edge
technology but often don't understand the terms that describe what their
devices actually do.

For example, 40% of online Britons receive news feeds but 67% don't know
that the official term for this service is Really Simple Syndication.

Terms like WiFi and PDA are still meaningless to more than 30% of the
British public who regularly work or surf online.

Acronyms in particular bamboozle users. 75% of online Britons don't know
that VOD stands for video-on-demand, while 68% are unaware that personal
video recorders are more commonly referred to as PVRs.

Millions of people keep in touch via Instant Messaging but 57% of online
Brits said they didn't know that the acronym for it was IM.

Alex Burmaster, an internet analyst with Nielsen/NetRatings commented "The
technology industry is perhaps the most guilty of all industries when it
comes to love of acronyms. There is a certain level of knowledge snobbery.
If you talk in acronyms you sound like you really know what you are
talking about and if others don't understand then they are seen in some way
as inferior."

This study shows that many people don't completely understand much of the
new technological jargon but things are slowly changing. Words such as
"blogging™ and "podcasting” are now used and understood by enough people
for these terms to have made it into the most recently published dictionaries
in Britain.
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Glossary JICE

know their ipods from their IMs

— DX B50R  S R A A B e TR

are crazy about — HJEERK

keen to keep up with — #3'EH

jargon — Ri&

cutting-edge technology — ¥k

what their devices actually do —

" AT 2844 B JEF A Th e
news feeds — FHEEEEH WiFi — TCZiE5sg
PDA — % _FHifix meaningless — BHFE XK

surf online — W _EJE%

acronyms — B¥BHEE

bamboozle — XK

keep in touch — fREFELR

the most guilty — BH KEK (&
EXXAAEE D

knowledge snobbery — (3FHA) 41
RHES R

sound — I E3

know what you are talking about

— XHEE T iR

inferior — flR A—%

made it — I T

1. Reading Quiz |25

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

DT RTFHARE?HARMR? HEHIERESR.

1. People in Britain don't use the internet very much. True / False

2. The British love to learn and use new language about technology.

True / False

3. Four out of 10 British people who go online get news feeds. True / False

4. Most people understand the shortened versions of technological words (like

IM or VOD). True / False

5. New technological words are added to British dictionaries each year.

True / False
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2. Vocabulary i

We can write numbers as figures (50%0) or as words (fifty percent).
Match the number with its full written form.

BABEATHCY (AAZht) RREHT, WA AR RREH S
(50%0) . HRE TR KT HHECF MR N ICFHER o

1. 75% a. two thirds

2.2/3 b. seventy-five percent

3. $53,792 c. fifteen forty-five

4.15:45 d. fifty-three thousand, seven hundred

and ninety-two dollars

Now use the words or figures to complete the following sentences.
HH T A ERE RS
1. Can you believe he paid for that car? He must be really rich!

2. "Ladies and gentlemen, this afternoon's flight will be boarding at
. Please make your way to gate 5C immediately."

3. of people in my town have a car, so that means 25% of
them don't have one.

4. 66.66% is about the same as
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3. Write the questions 3 BE F3k

Here are the answers to some questions based on the text above.
What are the questions?

T TR AR R YET PR OC A B R AR Y B AT R R AT A

1. Use computers to access the internet.

2. It's a global internet, media and market research company.

3. 40%.

4. It stands for video-on-demand.

5. Millions of people.

6. The technology industry.
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4. Wordsearch HiA#Z

Try to find the words associated with IT (information technology) in
the puzzle below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (g),
vertically (1) or diagonally (m).

THEE T KRR, Rl 5 BRARE RZEERAXK,
FHEL0MHIA, HARTAARUAKTH (9) ZEK (1) BXAK (m) B HIR.

n (o [n [l i n (e |s |m|i m |t
c |lo mjo |s |I n |s |e |d |t |e
O |n |c |n |u |u |i r |d |o |a |cC
m|d |[f |o |r |[f |r |n |i p |v |h

computer internet ipod media  device
surf  online technology jargon podcast
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Answers &x

1. Reading Quiz [FAEW%E

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the
correct answer.

DTRATFHAOREMARER? HEHERHER.

1. People in Britain don't use the internet very much.
False

2. The British love to learn and use new language
about technology. False

3. Four out of 10 British people who go online get
news feeds. True

4 Most people understand the shortened versions of
technological words (like IM or VOD). False

5. New technological words are added to British
dictionaries each year. True

3. Jumbled Sentences ITELFAER AT

Here are the answers to some questions based
on the text above. What are the questions?

TR AR B T RSO B AR A B AT R R A2
1. What do millions of British people do every week?

2. What kind of company is Nielsen/NetRatings?
or
What is Nielsen/NetRatings?

3. How many people receive news feeds?
or
What percentage of people receive news feeds?

4. What does VOD stand for?

5. How many people use Instant Messaging?
or
How many people keep in touch via Instant
Messaging?

6. Which industry loves using acronyms the most?
or
Which industry is the most guilty of using
acronyms?
or
Which industry is the most guilty when it comes
to love of acronyms?
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2. Vocabulary &
Match the number with its full written form.

THRLE R B BRI, ER IR R 2 iR .

PONPE
caso

[

. Can you believe he paid $53.792 (or fifty-three

thousand, seven hundred and ninety-two dollars)
for that car? He must be really rich!

2. "Ladies and gentlemen, this afternoon's flight will be
boarding at 15:45 (or fifteen forty-five). Please make
your way to gate 5C
immediately."

3. 75% (or seventy-five percent) of people in my town
have a car so that means
25% of them don't have one.

4. 66.66% is about the same as 2/3 (or two thirds).

4. Wordsearch HFE#HZE

o|n |l i nile m t
s e e
c u d c
d o r i h
e m fla n
\% p o
i u |
c t o
e|i |n|t e|lr|nje |t
p r Yy
o j alr o |n
d plo|d]|c a|s |t




