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UK Female Singers in Crisis g
Troubled Songstresses % z

Read the text below and do the activity that follows.
PBE T HEMAESC, RJETBHSRN

One of the UK’s top young female vocalists has cancelled a series of high-
profile European concerts following a short stay in hospital after suffering
“severe exhaustion”.

Smokey-voiced jazz and soul singer Amy Winehouse has backed out of a
number of dates, including two concerts supporting veteran UK rockers The
Rolling Stones.

Fears are growing for the health of the 23-year-old singer who has cancelled a
number of live performances already this summer citing “exhaustion”, a word
often used by publicists to mask more serious problems.

The pressures of fame may be taking their toll on Amy who has frequently
appeared in newspapers and celebrity magazines clearly the worse for wear.

The award-winning jazz star has admitted to battling anorexia and bulimia in
the past and has appeared to be drunk while participating in television shows.

Amy herself has cited perfectionism as one reason for some of her recent
cancellations.

She said: “l know it's last-minute and a bit irresponsible. But I'm a
perfectionist and would rather reschedule a show than do it half-heartedly.”

Amy is not the UK’s only new female star who is becoming as famous for her
party lifestyle as her music.

Other young artists like Lily Allen and Joss Stone have also cancelled concerts
and been portrayed behaving erratically in the media.

Lily however has a doctor’s note to prove her iliness — she posted the note on
her blog along with an entry saying she was now “back in London eating my
mum’s chicken soup”.
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1. Reading Quiz [FiEi5%

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

DT HTFMRE?2HAUEMER? 5B HIERER.

1. Amy Winehouse has cancelled a number of concerts in Europe.

True / False

2. The singer must stay in hospital for the rest of the summer.
3. Her publicity people say she is very tired and must rest.
4. Amy has said she suffered from eating disorders in the past.

5. Lily Allen has said on television that she is not well.
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2. Idioms M HE

Look at the idioms below. Each one is connected to health and ill
health.

Match the idiom to its definition.
BAE FHIBAE, BIES@EMEHEXR.
B IES & BB X MR,

1. to feel under the weather a. to be in excellent health
2. to have a frog in your throat b. to die

3. to be as fit as a fiddle c. to have a sore throat

4. to kick the bucket d. to feel unwell

Now complete the sentences below by using one of the idioms above.

PUETE F DL LA SE ST IIHF

1. My grandfather is 90 years old but he’s and still plays football.

2. I’'m sorry, so | can’t really speak right now.

3. 1 don’t think I can go to work today as I'm feeling

4. If you smoke cigarettes you’ll probably younger.
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3. Label the pictures FrIEEHA

Look at the pictures below. Do you know what these items are? Write
the name of the object underneath the picture.

EE T RAEXLERAAYEG? ERYR AR EER A TH.

.
LTI

1.
3.
5.
)
& 8.
electric guitar bass guitar amplifier studio
saxophone keyboard microphone drum kit
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4. Wordsearch HiF#Z&

Try to find the words associated with the story in the puzzle below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (=),
vertically () or diagonally (»)

TELE T T REIERR T, R SRR R ZEE R
AL, HAST AT RELUKFH (=) |EH) (V) BTAR (v) BB

vocal voice jazz soul party
troubled exhausted blog drunk music
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Answers &%

1. Reading Quiz [E% 2. Ildioms JBAE
Are these sentences true or false? Circle the 1.d
correct answer. 2.¢c
3.a
UTHTHRURE?HURMR? FH W EREE. 4.b
Now complete the sentences below by using one of
1. Amy Winehouse has cancelled a number of the idioms above.
concerts in Europe.
True WAEFH U ERWEN T BT HAF.

2. The singer must stay in hospital for the rest of the 1. My grandfather is 90 years old but he’s as fit as a fiddle
summer. False and still plays football.

3. Her publicity people say she is very tired and must 2. I'm sorry; | have a frog in my throat so | can’t really
rest. True speak right now.

4. Amy has said she suffered from eating disorders in 3. I don’t think | can go to work today as I'm feeling under
the past. True the weather.

5. Lily Allen has said on television that she is not well. 4. If you smoke cigarettes you’ll probably kick the bucket
False younger.

3. Label the pictures taEER 4. Wordsearch BiFEHEZR

Look at the pictures below. Do you know what ml|lul|s|i|c
these items are? Write the name of the object
underneath the picture.

HWETHEA. ROEXLERA ARG HRADRBREE
A TH.
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o|c| O

1. amplifier

-

®

3. saxophone 4. bass quitar

5. electric quitar 6. drum Kit

7. microphone 8. studio

B|B|C

WORLD
SERVICE

bbcchina.com.cn




