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Our sun is one of billions of stars in our galaxy, the Milky Way. According to the text
books, it looks like a disc with two spiral arms, but that picture is based on

informed guesswork, from the observations of just a hundred of our closest stars.

The Gaia telescope, which is a million miles from the Earth, in a quiet region of space, has

been scanning the skies and has mapped the precise position of more than a billion stars.

According to Professor Gerry Gilmore from Cambridge University, who's
the mission's principal investigator, in a few years' time, there will be a more accurate

picture of what the Milky Way is really like.

"This Gaia data release is the first step towards a complete revolution in our knowledge of

the structure, the origin, the evolution and what the universe is made of.'

It would take five years to gather all the data needed for the map of our galaxy.
Astronomers also expect Gaia to discover completely new objects in the cosmos in that

time that are completely beyond our imagination.
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I. Which galaxy is the Gaia telescope taking pictures of?
2. How far is the Gaia telescope from Earth?
3. True or false? It would take five years to plot an accurate map of our galaxy.

4. Which word in the text means 'the gradual development of something"?
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I. Which galaxy is the Gaia telescope taking pictures of?
The Gaia telescope is taking pictures of the Milky Way.

2. How far is the Gaia telescope from Earth?
About one million miles from Earth.

3. True or false? It would take five years to plot an accurate map of our galaxy.
True, according to the report.

4. Which word in the text means 'the gradual development of something'?
Evolution.
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